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E IT REMEMBERED, That on the twentieth day of Au- 
Tx. 5.) ^^^ '^^ ^^ twenty-ninth year of the Independence of 
the Umted States of America, Isaac Rxlet, of the 
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the right whereof he claims as jproprietor^ in the words following, 
to wit : 

** A Collection o^ the Facts and Doctiments relative to the Death of 
<* Major-General Alexander Hamilton; with comments: together with 
^ the variotis OlratioitB, Seimons, aiid^nlo^i thait have bteti paUUhtd 
«' or written on his Life and Character. 

<< Quoad humanum genus inco)ume manserit, quamdiu usus Uteris, honor 
^' summae eloquentiae pretium ent, quarodia rerum natura aut fortona ste* 
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<^ and -Proprietors of such copies, during ^he times therein men- 
«tioncd«" 

laDWARD pUNSCOMB, 
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A COLLECTION, Sfc. 



xN the following pages will be found a satisfactoty account 
of the shocking catastrophe which has deprived America 
of her most valuable citizen, and our age of the greatest 
man ; together with some brief remarks, calculated to place 
the melancholy afiair in its true light, both as it respects, the 
deceased, and him by whose arm he was slain. 

Perhaps the most satisfactory manner of introducing the 
reader to his subject, will be to begin with the Correspondence 
which led to the fatal Interview. It follows :. 

N«. I. 

New-Torky yune 18, 1804c 
Sir, 
I SEND for your perusal a letter signed Charles D« 
Cooper, which, though apparently published some time 
ago, has but very recendy come to my knowledge.. Mr* 
Van Ness, who does me the favour to deliver this, wilt 
point out to you that clause of the letter to which I particu* 
larly request your attention* 

You must perceive. Sir, the necessity of a prompt apd 
unqualified acknowledgment or denial of the use of any ex* 
pression which would warrant the assertions of Dr. Cooper* 

I have the honour to be, 

Your obedient serv^:^ 

General Hamiltov. 



(2) 

N°. II. 

New-Tor k^ June'SLOy 1804» 
Sir, 
I HAVE maturely reflected oa the subject of your letter of 
the 18th inst* and the more I have reflected the more I have 
become comrinced, that I could not, without manifest im- 
propriety, make the avowal or disavowal which you seem lo 
think necessary. The clause pointed out by Mn Van Nea^ 
is in these terms : *^ I could detail to "you a still more despi^ 
ca&/(? opinion which General Hamilton Ao^ expressed oi Mr» 
Burr.''^ To endeavour to discover the meaning of this 
declaration, I was obliged to seek in the antecedent part of 
diis letter for the opinion to which it referred, as having 
been already disclosed. I found it m these words : ** Ge- 
neral Hamilton.and Judge Kent have declared in substance^ 
that they looked upon Mn Burr to be a dangerous many and 
one who ought not to be tncsted with the reins of gwern^ 
ment^'* 

I 

The language of Dr. Coq>er plainly implies, that he con* 
sidered this opinion of you, which he attributes to me aa a 

despicable one ; but he affirms that I have expressed some 
other, more despicabky without, however, mentioning to 
whom, when, or where. Tis evident that the phra^e^ 
^ still more despicable,'^ admits of infinite shades, from very^ 
^ light to very dark. How am I to judge of the degree in* 
tended I or how shaU I annex any precise idea to language 
so indefinite ? 

Between gentlemen, despicabk and more despicable are 
not worth the pains of distinction : when therefore you do 
not interrogate me, as to the opinion which is specifically 
ascribed to me, I must conclxide„ that you view it as within 
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^die limits 4o which the animadversions of political opponents 
upon each other may justifiably extend, and consequently as 
not warranting the idea of it which Doctor Cooper appears 
to etitenaio^ If so, what precise inference could you draw, 
as 1a guide for your conduct, were I to acknowledge that I 
had expressed an opinion of you still more despicable than the 
one which is particularized ? How could you be sure that 
even this opinion had exceeded the bounds which you would 
yourself deem admisuble between political opponents ? 

But I forbear further comment on the embarrassment, to 
which the requisition you have made naturally leads. The 
^occasion forbids a more ample illustration, though nothing 
could be more easy than to pursue it* 

Repeating that I cannot reconcile it with propriety to 
make the acknowledgment or denial you desire^ I will add 
that I deem it ]nadmi8sH>Ie cm princif^e, to consent to be in- 
terrogated as to the justness of the inferences which may be 
drawn by ofhers from whatever I may have said of a po- 
litical opponent, in the course of fifteen years competition* If 
there were no other objection to it this is sOfficient, that it 
would tend to expose my sincerity and delicacy to ii][)urious 
imputations from every person who may at any time have 
conceived the import of my expressions, difierently from 
what I may then have intended or may afterwards recollect. 
I stand ready to avow or disavow prompdy and expKcidy any 
ftt'ecke CT definite opinion^ which I may be charged with 
havmg declared of any Gendeman. More than this cannot 
fitly he expected from me ; and e^ciaUy it cannot be reason- 
ably expected that I shall enter into an explanation upon a 
basis so v^gue as that which you have adopted* I trust on 
more reflection you will see the matter in the same light with 



' 



me* If not, I cati only regrtt the circumstance Wid must 
^Tide the coiisequen'ces* 

The publication of Doctor Cooper was never eeea by 
me tin sAier the receipt of your letter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



A. HAMILTON. 



CoL BuRiu 



N^ III. 



NeW'Torky ZUt June^ 1W)4* 
Sir, 
^OTJR letter of the 20di instant has been this day receiv- 
ed. Having considered it attentively, I regret to find in it 
nothing of that shicerity and delicacy which you profess to 
Value. 

Political opposition can never absolve gendemen from 
tiie necessity of a rigid adherence to the laws of honour, and 
the rules of decorum. I neither claim such privilege nor 
indulge it in others. 

The comlnon sense of mankind affixes to the epithet adopt^ 
led by Dr. Cooper, the idea of dishonour, tt ha)ft been 
publicly applied to me imder the sanction of your name* 
The question is Hot, whether he has understood the mean«» 
ing of the word, or has used it according to syntax, and with 
^grammatical accuracy ; but, whether you have authorized 
tills application, either directly or by utterifig expressions or 
tbpinioBs derogatory to my honour^ The time ^^ when'' is ia 
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ybut ^o^m^ knowledge, but no way material to me, as the 
calumny has now first been disclosed, so as to become the 
subject of iny notice, and as the effect is present and palpa- 
ble. 

Your letter has furnished me with new reteons for requir- 
ing a definite i^ply. 

I 

I have the honour to be^ 

Sif, your obedient^ 

A.BVRR, 
"General Hamilton. 



On Saturday the 22d of June, General Hamilton, for 
Ae first time, called on Mr. Pendleton and communicated to 
him the preceding correspondence. He informed him that 
in a conversation with Mr. Van Ness at the time of receiv* , 
ing the last letter, he told Mr. Van Ness that he considered 
that letter as rude and offensive, and that it was not possible 
for him to give it any other answer than that Mr. Burt must 
take such steps as he might think proper. He said farther, 
that Mr. Van Ness requested him to take time to delibe- 
rate, and then return an answer, when he might possib^ en* 
tertam a different opinion, and that he would call on him 
to receive it. That his reply to Mr. Van Ness was, that 
he did not perceive it possible for him to give any other an« 
swer than that he had mentioned, unless Mr. Burr would 
^ke back his lai^t letter and write one which would admit of 
a different reply* He then gave Mr. Pendleton the lettet 
'hereafter mentioned of the 22d of June, to be delivered td 
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Mr* Van Ness when he should call on Mr. Pendleton far an 
answer, and went to his country house. 

The next day General Hamilton received, while there, 
«• the following letter. 



N*>. IV. 

June 23rf, 1804* 
Sir, 
In the afternoon of yesterday, I reported to Col. Burt 
the result of my last interview with you, and appointed the 
evening to receive his further instructions. Some private 
engagements, however, prevented me from calling on him 
tin this morning. On my return to the city, I found upon 
inquiry, both at your office and house, that you had 
returned to your residence in the country. Lest an inter- 
view there might be less agreeable to you than elsewhere, I 
Jiavc taken the liberty of addressing you this note to inquire 
when and where it will be most convenient to you to receive 
a communication. 

Your most obedient and very bustible servant, 

W- P. VAN NESS. 
General Hamilton. 



Mr. Pendleton itiidersitood from General Hamilton that he 
immediately answered, that if the communication was pre»» 
^ng he would receive it at his country hoiise tbad day ^ if 
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not, he would be at his house in town the next morning at 
nine o'clock. But he did not give Mr.. Pendleton any copy 
of this note. 



• of this note. 



N^V. 



NeztMToriy June 22, 1804. 
Sir, 
Yo0B. first lettpr, in a style too peremptory, made a de- 
mand, in my opinicxi, unprecedented ^md unwarrantable. 
My answer, pointing out the embarrassment, gave you an 
opportunity to take a less exceptionable course. You have 
not chosen to do it ; but by your last letter received this day, 
containing expressions indecorous and improper, you have 
increased the difficulties to explanation intrinsicaUy incident 
to the nature of your application* 

If by a ^^ definite reply,'' you mean the direct avowal or 
disavowal required in your first letter, I hav^ no other ^« 
swer to give, than that which has already B^en given. If 
you mean any thing different, admitting of greater latitude^ 
it is requisite you should explain. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, your obedient servant,. 

AI^X. HAMILTON. 
Aaron Burr, Esq. 



This letter, although dated on the 23d June, nemauned 
in Mr. Pendleton's possession udtil the 25tb, within which 
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period he had several conversations with Mr. Van Ness* la 
these conversations Mr. Pendleton endeavoured to iUustrate 
and enforce the propriety of the ground General Hamilton 
had taken. Mr. Pendleton mentioned to Mr. Van Ness as 
the result, that if Col. Burr would write a letter, requesting 
to know in substance whether in the conversation to which 
Dr. Cooper alluded, any particular instance of dishonourable 
conduct was imputed to Col. Burr, or whether there was 
any impeachment of his private character. Gen. Hamilton 
would declare to the best of his recollection what passed in 
thai conversation u and Mn Pendleton read to Mr. Van 
Ness a paper containing the substance of what Gen. Hamil^ 
ton would say on th^t subject, which is as follows* 



,^ 



N«. VI. 

*' General Hamilton says he cannot imagine to what 
Dr. Cooper may have aUuded, unless it were to a conversation 
at Mr. Taylor's in Albany, last wimer, (at which he and 
Gen. Hamilton were present). Gen. Hamilton cannot recol- 
lect distinctly the particulars of that conversation so as to im* 
dertake to repeat them, without running the risk of varying, 
or omitting what might be deemed important circumstances. 
The expressions are ehtirely forgotten^ and the specific ideas 
imperfecdy remembered ; but to the best of his recollection 
it consisted of comments on the political principles and views 
of Col. Burr, and the results that might be expected from them 
in the event of his election as Governor, without reference to 
any particular instance of past conduct, or to private character.'* 

ArxBR the delivery of the letter of the sad, as above 
mentioned; in another interview with Mr. Van Nees he 
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desired Mr. Pendfeton to give him in writing the substance 
of what he had proposed on the part of General Hamikon, 
whicb^Mr* Pendfetoyi did in the words followang. 



N*. VII. 

^ In answer to a ktter properly) adapted to obtain from 
General Hamilton a declaration iii4iedier he had charged 
CoL Burr with any particuba* instance xai dishonourable con- 
ducl^ or had impeached his private character, either in the 
obnversatian alhided to by Dn Cooper, or in any other par- 
ticulflr instance to be specified ; he woidd be able to answer 
eoosistendy with his honour, and the truth, in substuice, that 
the conveiBatioD to which Dr. Cooper aUuded, turned 
wholly on political topics, and did not attribute to Col. Burr 
any instance of dishonourable conduct, nor relate to his pri- 
vate character; and in relation to any other language or 
QQBnrersaiban of General Hamilton which Col. Burr will speci- 
fy, a pnompt and frank avowal or denial will be given.'' 

On the a6Ui June Mr. Fendleton received the following 
letter. 



No. VIII. 

Sib, 
The letter which you yesterday delivered me, and your 
subsequent communication, in Col. Burr's opinion, evince 
no disposition on the part of Gen. Hamilton to come to a 
satisfactory accommodation. The injury complained of 
and the reparation expected, are so definitely expressed in 



CoL Burr'd letter of the 21st instant, that there is not pe^«^ 
ceived a necessity for further explanation on his part;. Ther. 
difficulty that would result from confining the inquiry to any 
particular times and occasions must be manifest* The de- 
nial of a specified conversation only, would leave strong im- 
plications that on other occasions improper language had been 
used — ^When and where injurious opinions and expressions 
have been uttered by Gen. Hamilton must be best known 
to hito, and of him only will CoL Burr inquire* No denial 
dr ikclaration will- be satisfactory^ unkss it be generalf so a» 
whoUy to exclude the. idea thai rwhours derogatory to Colonel 
Burrh hdnour have originated tmth General Mamikonj or. 
hgve been fairly inferred from, any thing he has scud* A. 
definite reply to a requisition of this nature was demandedr 
by CoL Burr's letter of the 21st instant. This being xefu^ 
ed, invites the . altemative alluded to in Gen« HamJhonV 
letter of the 20th* 

It was required by the position in which the cantrbverky 
was placed by Gen. Hamilton on Friday^ last, and I was 
immediately furnished with a comnmnicaticm demanding a 
personal interview. The necessity of this measure has not, 
in the opinion of CoL Burr^been diminished by the Gene- 
ral^s last letter, or any communication which has since. been: 
received. I am consequently again instructed to deliver 
you a message, as soon as it may be convenient for you to 
receive it. I beg therefore you, will be so good as to in- 
form me at what hour I can have the pleasure of seeing you.. 

Your most obedient, and* 

very humble servant, 

'■ W. P. VAN. NESS. 
Nathaniel Pendleton, Esq. 
June 26th, • 

• June 23d. 
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N°. IX. 

. ' ' 26th jfune^ 1804. 

Sir, 

I HAVE communicated the letter which you did me the 
lionour -to write to me of this date, to Gen. Hamilton. The 
expectations now disclosed on the part of Col. Burr appear 
to him to have gready extended the original ground of in* 
quiry, and instead of presenting a particular and definite 
case for explanation, seem to aim at nothing less than an in- 
<]uisition into his most confidential conversations, as well as 
others, through the whole period of his acquaintance with 
CoL Burr. 

While he was prepared to meet the particular case fairly 
and fully, he thinks it inadmissible that he should be expec^- 
7 ed to answer at large as to every thing that he may possibly 
-have said, in relation to die character of Col. Burr, at any 
time or upon any occasion. Though he is not conscious that 
any charges which are in circulation to the prejudice of Col. 
fiutr have originated with him, except one which may haVe 
been so considered, and which has long since been iully ex- 
jdained between Col. Burr andjiimself — ^yethe cannot con^ 
-sent to be questioned generally as to any rumours which may 
'be afloat derogatoiy to the character of Col. Burr, without 
^pecificaticm of the sev^al rumours, many of them probably 
'Unknown to him. He dees not, iiowever, mean to authorize 
'any conclusion as to the real nature of his conduct in relation 
to CoL Burr, by his declining so loose and vague a basis of 
-(explanation, and he disavows an unwillingness to come to ^ 
satisfactory, provided it be an honourable, accommodation. 
His objection is, the very indefinite ground which Col. 
^Burr has assumed, in which he is sorry to be able to discern 
^othing^hort of predetermine4 hostility. JPresuming there- 



^ 



fore that it will be adhered to, he has instructed me to re-* 
ceive the message which you have it in charge to deliver* 
For this purpose I shall be at home and at your command 
to«morrow morning from eight to ten o'clock. 

I have the honour to be, respectfully, 

Your obe<Uent servant, 

NATHANIEL PENDLETON. 

WitLiABt P. Van Ness^ Esq* 



N^X. 

Sir, 
The letter which I had ihe honour to receive from you, 
under date of yesterday, states, among other things, that in 
Gen. Hamilton's ppinion, CoL Burr has taken a voiy ift- 
deiinite ground, in which he evinces nothmg short of prede*. 
termined hostility, and that Gen. Hamilton thinks it inad- 
missible that the inquiry should extend to his confidential as 
well as other conversations. In this CoL Burr can only re- 
ply, that secret whispers traducing his feme, and io^peacb-* 
ing his honour, are, at least, equally injurious widi sliDi- 
ders publicly uttered ; that Gen. Hamilton had, at no 
time, and in no place, a right to use any such injurious ex- 
pressions ; and that the partial negative he is disposed to 
give, with the reservations he wishes to make, are proofs 
that he has done the injury specified. 

Col. Burr's request was, in the first instance, proposed 
in a form the most simple, in ordei' that Gen. Hamilton 



mi^ give to the affiur that course to which he might be 
indiiced by his temper and his knowledge of facts. CcL 
Burr trusted with confidence^ that from the frankness of a 
soldier and die candour of a gendemani he might expect aa 
ingenuous declaration. That if, as he had reason to believe. 
Gen* Hamilton had used expressions derogatory to his ho- 
nour, he would have had the magnaaimity to retract them ; 
and that if, from his language, injurious inferences had been 
improperly drawq, he would have perceived the propriety 
of correcting errors, which might thus have been widely 
diffiised. IVkh these impressions, Col* Burr was greatly 
surprised at receiving a letter which he considered as eva- 
sive, and which in manner he deemed not altogether deco- 
rous, hi one expectation, howc^ver, he was not wholly de- 
ceived, for the dose of Gen. Hamilton's letter contained 
an intimation that if Col. Buit should dislike his refusal to 
acknowledge or deny, he was ready to meet the consequen* 
ces. This Col. Burr deemed a sort of defiance, and would 
have felt justified in making it the basis of an immediate 
message. But as die communication contained something 
concerning the indefiniteness of the request; as he believed 
it rather die oiFspring of tsise pride than of reflection, and 
as be felt the utmost reluctance to proceed to extremities, 
while any odier hope remained, his request was repeated in 
terms more explicit. The replies and prc^siuods on die 
part of Gen. Hamilton have, in Col. Burr's opinion, been 
constandy ia suh^ance the same. 

CoL. Burr disavows all motiveB^ of predetermined hostility, 
a charge by which he thinks insult added to injury. He 
feels as a gendeman should feel when liis honour is impeach- 
ed or assailed ; and without sensations of hostility or wishes 
of revenge, he is determined to vindicate that honour at 
such haaard as the nature of the case demands. 
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The length to which this correspondence has extended^ 
only tending to prove that the sads&ctory redress, eamestl}^ 
desired, cannot be obtained, he deems it useless to oflfes 
any proposition except the simple message n^icfa I shall now; 
hav^ the honour to deliver. 

I have the honour to be with great respect^ 

Your obedient and very humble servant, 

W. P. VAN NESS. 

Wednesday Mornings June 27 th^ 1804. 

With this letter a message was received, such as was to 
be expected, containing an invitation which was accepted, 
end Mr. Pendleton informed Mr. Van Ness he should hear 
from him the next day as to further particulars. 

This letter was delivered to General Hamiltf)n on the 
same evening, and a very short conversation ensued between 
him and Mr. Pendleton, who was to call on him early the next 
morning for a further conference. — When he did so, Gen- 
Hamilton said he had not understood whether the message 
«nd amswer was definitively concluded, or whether another 
meeting was to take place for that purpose between Mn 
Pendleton and Mr, Van Ness. Under the latter impression, 
and as the last letter contained matter that naturally led to 
animadversion, he gave Mr. Pendleton a paper of remarks 
4n his own hand writing, to be communicated to Mr* Van 
Ness, if the state of the affair rendered it proper. 

In an interview with Mr. Van Ness on the same day, al^ 
<er explaining the causes which had induced Gen. Hamilton 
to suppose that the state of the affair did not render it im- 
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{^opeF, Mn Pendleton offelred this pa^er to Mr« Van Ness ^ 
but he declined receiving it, adlfgtngy that he 4»h$id«ired« 
die corre8i>ondence as closed by die jacceptance of the mes-f 
sage that he had delivered. 

Mr. Pendleton then inf(»ined Mn. Van Ness of the in- 
ducements mentioned by Gen« Hamilton in the paper, for at 
kast postponing the meeting until the close of the Circuit i 
and as diis was uncertain, Mr. Pendleton was to let him know 
when it would be convenient^ 

Here we think it most proper to introduce die paper itself. 
The reader will form his own judgment whether it was not 
Mr. Vain Ness's duty to hatverec^ved it, and shown it to his 
principal ; he win probably exercise hi^ own conjecture toa 
as to Mr. Van Ness's modves for not doing so. It follows ; 



N^.XI.. 

*' Remarks on the ktter of June 27, 1804<* 

" Whether the observations on this letter are designed 
merely to justify the result which is indicated in the close 
of the letter, or may be intended to give an opening for ren- 
dering any thing explicit ^hich inay have been deemed 
vague heretofore, can only be judged of by the sequel. At 
any rate it appears to me necessary not to be misunderstood«r 
Mr. Pendleton is therefore authorised to say, that in the 
course of the present discussion, .written or verbal, there 
has been no intention to evade, defy, or insult, but a sin* 
cere disposition to^voide;xtremifi<*s if it could be done with 
propriety. With this view. Gen. Hamilton has been ready to 
enter into a frank and free explanation on any and every ob- 
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ject of a ^ecific nature ; but not to answer a genetd boA 
abstract m/yairy, embracing a period too loag for any accuH 
rate recollection, and exposing him to unj^asaot crittcisailfr 
fh)m, or unpleasant discussions with, any and every peivon^ 
who may have understood him in an unfavourable sense. 
This (admitting that he could answer inr a manner tibe most 
satisfactory to CoL Burr) he should deem inadnuasiUe^ in 
principle and precedent, and humiliating in practice- To 
this therefore he can never submit. Frequent aUusion baa, 
been made to slanders said to be in circulation. Whether 
they are openly or in whispers, they haVe a form and shape, 
and might be specified. 

^^ If the alternative aUu^edto in the close of the letter is 
definitively tendered, it must be accepted ; the time, place^ 
and manner, to be afterwards regulated. I should not think 
it right in the midst of a Circuit Court to withdraw my ser- 
vices from those who may have confided important interests 
to me, and expose them to the embarrassment of seeking 
other counsel, who may not have time to be sufficiently in« 
structed in their causes. I shall also want a little time to 
make some arrangements respecting my own affairs." 



On Friday the 6th of July, the circuit being closed, Mr* 
Pendleton informed Mr. Van Ness that general HamUton 
would be ready at any time after the Sunday foUowimg* On 
Monday the particulars were arranged^-«on Wednesday tb^ 
.parties met at Weahawk, on the Jersey shore, at 7 o'clock, 
A. M.— «*The particulars of what then took place .will appear 
from the following statement, as agreed upon and corrected 
by the seconds of the pardes. 
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^^ Col. Burr arrived first on the ground^ as had been 
previously agreed : when Gen* Hamilton arrived the parties 
exchanged salutations, and the seconds proceeded to make 
their arrangements. They measured the distance, ten full 
paces, and cast lots for the choice of position, as also to de» 
termine by whom the word should be given, both of which 
fell to the second of Gen. Hamilton. They then proceed- 
ed to load the pistols in each others presence, after which 
the parties took their stations. The gendeman who was to 
give the word, then explained to the parties the rules which 
were to govern them in firing, which were as follows : ^^ The 
parties being placed at their stations...the second who gives 
the word shall ask them whether they are ready ; being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he shall say ^^ Present /" after this 
the pardes shall present and fire when they pkase.mJii one 
fires i>efore the other, the opposite second shall say one, two, 
three, fire...and he shall then fire or lose his fire." He then 
asked if they were prepared ; being answered in the affirma- 
tive, he gave the yirord present^ as had been agreed on, and 
both parties presented and fired in succession— -the interven- 
ing time is not expressed, as the seconds do not precisely 
agree on that point. The fire of Colonel Burr took effisct, 
and General Hamilton almost instandy fell. Col. Burr then 
advanced toward General Hamilton, with a manner and^ 
gesture that appeared to General Hamilton's ftiend to be 
expressive of regret, but without speaking, turned about 
and withdrew, being urged from the field by his ft-iend as 
has been subsequendy stated, Mdth a view to prevent his 
being recognized by the surgeon and bargemen, who were 
then approaching. No further communication took place 
between the principals, and the barge that carried Col. Burr 
immediately returned to the city. We conceive it proper 
to add that the conduct of the parties in this interview was 
perfecdy proper as suited the occasion.'^ 

D 



The above is a statement of only such leading particukrs 
as the seconds supposed it would be proper for them, as 
such, to publish : but as I think a deep interest will be fek 
in every circumstance attending the death of General 
Hamilton, I have been at some pains to collect ail the in- 
formation on the subject that was to be had from authentic 
sources* •' 

It was nearly seven in the morning when the boat which 
carried General Hamilton, his friend Mr. Pendleton, and 
the Surgeon mutually^agreed on, Doctor Hosack, reached 
that part of the Jersey shore called the Weahawk* There 
they found Mr. Burr and his friend Mr. Van Ness, who, 
as I am told, had been employed since their arrival, 
with coats oiF, in clearing away the bushes, limbs of trees, 
&c. . so as to make a fair opening. The parties in a few mo* 
ments were at their allotted situations : when Mr. Pendkton 
gave the word, Mr. Burr raised his arm slowly, deliberate- 
ly took his aim, and fired» His ball entered General Ha- 
milton's right side i as soon as the bullet struck him, he rais- 
ed himself involuntarily on his.toes, turned a litde to tiie left 

(at which mdinent his pistol wentoiF,) and fell upon his face. 
Mr. Pendletoh immediately called out for Dr. Hosack, who, 
in ruiuiing to the spot, had to pass Mr. Van Ness and Col. 
Burr; but Van Ness had. the cool precaution to cover his 
principal with an umbrella, so that Dr. Hosack should not 
be able to swear that he saw him on the fields What pas- 
sed after this the reader will have in the fo&owing letter 
from Dr. Hosack himself, in answer to my note : 

" August Why 1804. 
" Dear Sir, 
** To comply with yourrequest is a painful task ; but I will 
repress my feelings while I. endeavour to fumisli you with an 
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iKHumeiratioti of 'such particulars relative to the melancholy 
«iidt>f our beloved feiend Hamilton, as 4well most forcibly 
t>n my recollection. 

^^ When caQedto him^ upon his receiving the fatal wound^ 
I found him half sitting on the ground, supported in the 
arms of Mr. Pendleton. His countenance of death I fihall 
never forget-— *He had at that instai^Jt just strength to say, 
" This is a mortal woimd. Doctor ;" when he sunk away, and 
became to all appearance lifeless. - I immediately stripped 
up his clothes, and soon, alas .'ascertained that the di- 
rection» of the . ball must have been through some vital 
part^% His pulses were not to be felts his respiration 
I was entirely. suspended ; and upon laying my hand on his 
heart, and perceiving no motion there, I considered him 
as irrecoverably gone. I however observed to Mr. Pen- 
^eton, that the only chance fcM-hlsreviving was immediate- 
ly to get him upon the water. We therefore lifted him up, 
-tt&d carried him out of tb^ wood, to the margin of the bank, 
^h^ne the bargemen aided us in conveying him into the 
boat, ^whkh immediately put off. During all this time I 
•could not discover the least symptom of returning life. I now 
rubbed his face^ lips, and temples, with spirits of hartshome, 
applied - it to his neck and breast, and to the wrists and 
palms of his hands, and endeavoured to pour some into his 

* For the satisfaction of some of General Hamilton's friends, I examin- 
ed his body after death, in presence of Dr. Post and two other gentlemen. 
I discovered that the ball struck the second or third false rib, and frac- 
tured it' about in the middle ; it then passed through the liver and dia- 
phragm, and, ^s nearly as we could ascertain without a minute examin- 
ation, lodged in the first or second lumbar vertebra. The vertebra in 
which it was lodged was considerably splintered, s6 that the spiculae were 
distinctly perceptible to the finger. About a pint of clotted blood was 
found in the cavity of the belly, whii^h had probably been effused from 
the divided vessels of the itver. 
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mouth. When we had got, as I should judge, about 50 yards 
from the shore, some imperfect eiForts to breathe were for the 
first time manifest i in a few minutes he sighed, and became 
sensible to the impression of the hartshome, or the fresh air of 
the water : He breathed ; his eyes, hardly opened* wandered, 
without fixing* upon any objects ; to our great joy he at lengdi 
spoke : ^^ My vision is indistinct,'^ were his first words* His 
pulse became more perceptible ; his respiration more regular ; 
his sight returned. I then examined the wound to know if there 
wad any dangerous discharge of blood ; upon slighdy pressing 
his side it gave him pain ; on which I desisted. Soon after 
recovering his sight, he happened to cast his eye «pon the 
case of pistols, and observing the one that he had had in 
his hand lying on the outside, he said, ^^ Take care of that 
pistol; it is undischarged, and still cocked; it may go off 
and do harm ;-«^Pendleton knows, (attempting to turn his 
head towsurds him) that I did not intend to fire at him.'' 
^^ Yes,^ said Mr. Pendleton, understanding his wish, ^^ I have 
already made Dr* Hosack acquainted with your determina^ 
tion as to that*" He then closed his eyes and remained 
calm, without any dispositioii to speak ; nor did he say much 
afterwards, excepting in reply to my questions as to his feel- 
ings. He asked me once or twice, how I found his pulse ; 
and he Informed me that his lower extremities had lost all 
feeling ; manifesting to me that he entertained no hopes that 
he should long survive. I changed the posture of his limbs, 
but to no purpose ; they had totally lost their sensibility. 
Perceiving that we approached the shore, he said, " Let 
Mrs. Hamilton be immediately sent for — ^let the event be 
gradually broken to her ; but give her hopes." Looking up 
we saw his friend Mr. Bayard standing on the wharf in 
great agitation. He had been told by his servant that Gen. 
Hamilton, Mr. Pendleton, and myself, had crossed the river 
In a boat together, and too w^ll he conjecturedthe fatal er^ 
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raid) and foreboded the dreadful result* Perceiving, as we 
^ came nearer, that Mr. Pendleton and myself only sat up in the 
stem sheets, he clasped his hands together in the most vio« 
lent apprehension ; but when I called to him to have a cot 
prepared, and he at the same moment saw his poor friend 
lying in the bottom of the boat, he threw up his eyes and 
burst into a flood of tears and lamentation. Hamilton alone 
appeared tranquil and composed. We then conveyed him 
as tenderly as possible up to the house. The distresses of 
diis amiable family were such that till the first shock was abat- 
ed, they were scarcely able to summon fortitude enough to 
yield sufficient assistance to their dying friend. 

^^ Upon our reaching the house he became more languid, 
occasioned probably by the agitation of his removal from 
the boat. I gave him a litde weak wine and water. When 

he recovered his feelings, he complained of pain in his back ; 
we immediately undressed him, laid him in bed, and dark- 
ened the room. I then gave him a large anodyne, which 
{ frequently repeated. During the first day he took upwards 

of an ounce of laudanum f and tepid anodyne fomentations 
were also applied to those parts nearest the seat of his pain-^ 
Yet vrcTG his sufferings, during the whole of the day, al- 
most intolerable^. I had not the shadow of a hope of his 
recovery, and Dr. Post, whom I requested might be sent 
for immediately on our reaching Mr. Bayard's house, united 
with me in this opinion. General Rey, the French Consul, 
also had the goodness to invite the surgeons of the French 
frigates in our harbour, as they had had much experience in 
gun-shot wounds, to render their assistance. They immedi- 
ately came -, but to prevent his being disturbed I stated to 

* Ashig habit was delicate and had been lately rendered more feeble by 
SO health, particularly by a disorder of the stomach and bowels, I carefully 
avoided all those remedies wUich are usually indicated on such occa- 
aionf. 
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thetn his situation, described the nature of hiis wound and 
the direction of the ball, with all thjb symptoms diat could 
enable them to form an opinion as to the event. One o^ the 
gentlemen then accompanied me to the bed side. The result 
was a confirmation of die t^inion diat had already been 
expressed by Dr. Post and myself 

"" During the night, he had some imperfect sleep ; but the 
succeeding momiinghis symptoms were aggravated^ attended 
however with a diminution of pain. His mind retained all 
its usual* strength and composure. The great source of 
his anxiety seemed to be in his sympathy with his half 
distracted wife and children. He spoke to me frequently 
of them — " My beloved wife and children," were always 
his expressions. But his fortitude triumphed over his si- 
tuation, dreadful as it was ; once, indeed, at the sight of his 
childr^ brought to the bed-side together, seven in number, 
his utterance forsook hind ; he opened his eyes, gave them 
one look, and closed them again, till they were taken away* 
As a proof of his extraordinar}'^ composure of mind, let me 
add, that he alone could calm the frantic grief of their mo- 
ther. " Remember^ my EUza^ you are a Christian^^ were the 
expressions widi which he frequendy, with a firm voice, but 
in a pathetic and impressive manner, addressecl her. His 
words, and the tone in which they were uttered, will never 
be effaced from my memory. At about two o'clock, as the 
public well knows, he e3q)ired. 

" Incorrupta fides — nudaque ventas 
Quando iinum invenient parem ? 
Multis ille quidem flebilis occidit." 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your friend suid humble serv't, 

" DAVID HOSACK, 

Wm. Coleman, Esq.^ 



» ." 



■X 
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. After hi$ death, a liote which had been written the even- 
ing before the interview, was found addressed to the gen* 
tleman who accompanied him to the field ; thanking him 
with tenderness for his friendship to him, and informing 
him where would be found the keys of certain drawers in his 
desk, in which he had deposited such papers as he had 
thought proper to leave behind him ; together with his last 

Win. 

$ 

The following paper, as containing his motives for accept- 
ing the challenge ; his reflections on his situation ; and some 
remarks on the conduct of the man, who was to be the 
cause of his death, is presented as a highly interesting dpcu- 
ment« 



N°XIL 

On my expected interview with Col. Burr, I think it 
proper to make some remarks explanatory of my conduct 
motives, and views. 

I WAS certainly desirous of avoiding this interview for the 
most cogent reasons. 

1. My religious and moral principles are strongly opposed 
to the practice of duelling, and it would ever give me pain 
to be obliged to shed the blood of a fellow creature in a pri- 
vate combat forbidden by the laws. 

2. My. wife and children are extremely dear to me, and 
my life is of the utmost importance to them, in various 
views. 
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5« I nzL a sense of obligation towards my creditors • 
who in case of accident to me, by the forced sale of ray 
property, may be in some degree sufferers. I did not think 
myself at liberty as a man of probity, lighdy to expose then& 
to this hazard. 

4. I AH conscious of no ill will to Col. Burr, distinct 
from political opposition, which, as I trust, has proceeded 
from pure and upright motives. 

Lastly, I shall hazard much, and can possibly gain no- 
thing by die issue of the interview. 

But it was, as I conceive, impossible for me to avoid it* 
There were intrinsic difficulties in the thing, and artificial 
embarrassments, from the manner of proceeding on the 
part of CoL Burr. 

Intrinsic, becstuse it is not to be denied, that my ani- 
madversions on the political principles, character, and views 
of Col. Burr, have been extren^ely severe ; and on different 
occasions, I, in common with many others, have made veiy 
unfavourable criticisms on particular instances of the privat^ 
conduct of thb gendeman. 

In proportion as tiiese impressions were entertained with 
sincerity, and uttered with motives and for purposes which 
might appear to me commendable, would be the difficulty 
(until they could be removed by evidence of their being er- 
roneous,) of explanation or apology. The disavowal requir- 
ed of me by CoL Burr, in a general and indefinite form, 
was out of my power, if it had really been proper for me to 
submit to be so questioned ; but I was sincerely of opinion 
diat this could not be, and in this opinion, J was confirmed 



by that of a very moderate and judicious friend whom I coa« 
suited. Besides that, CoL Burr appeared to me to assume, 
in the first instance, a tone unnecessarily peremptory and 
menacing, said in the second, positively oiFensive* Yet I 
wished, as far as might be practicable, to kave a door opea 
to accommodation. This, I think^ will be inferred fxom 
the written communications noade by me and by my direc* 
tion, and would be confirmed by the conversations between 
Mr. Van Ness and myself, wbich arose out of theaubjectt 

I AM not sure whedier, under aK the circumstances, I 
did not go further in the attempt to accommodate, than a 
punctilious delicacy will justify. If so, I hope the motives 
I have stated will excuse me. 

It is not my design, by what I have said, to affix any 
odium on the conduct of Col. Burr, in this case. He doubt* 
less has heard of animadversions of mine wluch bore very 
hard upon him; and it is probable that as usual they wer^ 
accompanied with some falsehoods. He may have supposed 
himself under a necessity of acting as he has done. T hope 
the grounds of his proceeding have been such as ought to 
satisfv his own conscience. 

I TRUST, at the same dme, that the world will do me the 
justice to believe, that I have not censured him on light 
grounds^ nor from unworthy inducements. I certainly have 
had strong reasons for what I may have said, though it is 
possil}le that in some particulars, I may have been ipfluenc* 
ed by misconstruction or misinformation. It is also my ar-« 
dent wish that I may. have been more mistaken than \ thiok 
I have been, and that he, by his future conduct, may show, 
himself wordiy of aU confidence and esteem, and prove HD, 
ornament and blessing to die country* 
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As well because it is possible that I may have mj^re^ 

• 

CoL Burr, however convinced myself that my opinions and 
declarations have been well founded, as from myi gei^ral 
principles and temper in relation to similar affitits, I have 
resolved, if our interview is conducted in die usual mantiert 
and it pleases God to give me the opportunity, to reaerw 
and throw away my first fire, and I have thoughts even of 
reserving my second fire— -and thus giving a double oppor«» 
tunity to CoL Burr to pause and to reflect* 

It is not, however, my intention to enter into any -expla-*- 
nations on the ground-i-^Apdogy frotn principle^ I hope^ ra« 
ther than pride, is out of the question* 

To those who, with me, abhorring the practice of duet-^ 
ling, tnay think that I ought on no account to have added to 
the number of bad examples, I answer, that my rehtipe svt 
tuation, as well in public as private, enforcing aQ liie c^opsi** 
derations which con^tute what men of the w^ld denC)«ii« 
nate honour, imposed on me (as I thought) a peculiar neces* 
sity not to decline the calL The. abili^ to be in future ^e^ 
ful, whether in resistmg mischief or effecting good^ii^ tho^j^ 
crises of our public affairs which seem likely tc^ happc% 
would probably be inseparable from a conformity with public 
prejudice in tbb particular. 

A.H.'" 

^  

It is impossible for me to add any thi«g,that I think will 
assist the reader in forming a judgment cm this aS^tinjg pa« 
per, written under the solemn impressicm that it Wa9 to be 
the last he. should ever writer I should do aa ixyustkf^ t<^ 
his memory to say one word, by way of attemp^g to ga'iil 
ah implicit credit for every syllable it contains* To die 
head and heart of every reader, then, kris fefi without com» 
menta 
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GENERAL HAMILTON'S Wlhh. 

l^ tiie name of God> Amen. I, ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON, of the city of New^Yorkj CounseUor at 
X«aw,-rd0 iti^e this vay last Will and Testament as fbU 

^^kB£B * 

'.' • •'- 

*■ - • . » 

• ••' ' . . ' 

FinAfirf ' I s^)point John B. Church^ Nicholas Fish, and 
Nathaniel Pendleton, of the city aforesaid, Esquires, 
to be Ssiieputors and Trustees of thisi my Will ; and I de- 
Tiae ' to tfaeiB, their heirs and assigns, as joint tenants and 
not as tenants in common, all my estate real and personal 
i/rhatsoever, and wheresoever, upon trust at their disoretion, 
to sell and dispose of the same, at such time and times, in 
such ^laqiier, and upon such terms, as they, the survivors 
and survivor, shall think fit ; and out of the proceeds to pay 
aS the debts which I shall owe at the time of my decease ; 
in whole, if the fund be suiEcient; proportionably, if it 
shall be insufficient ; and the residue, if any there shall be, 
to pay and dieliver to my excellent and dear wife Elizabeth 
Hamiltoxi* 

Though, if it should please God to spare my life, 1 may 
look foit a considerable surplus out of my present property ; 
yet^ if he«houl4 speedily call me to the eternal world, a forc- 
tsd s^ey 9^ is usual, n^fty .possibly render.it insufficient to 
satisfy my debts. I pray God that something may remaii| 
Tor the aikEiiqienance and education of my dear wife and chil- 
'dren. But should it on the contrary happen, that there is 
Tiot enough for the payment of my debts, I entreat my dear 
children, if they, or any of them, shoidd «ver be able, to 
^ake up the deficiency. I, without hesitation, commit to their 
delicacy a wish which is dictated by my own.— -Though con- 
scious that I have too far sacrificed the interests of my family 
to public avocations, and -on^this account have the less claim 
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\t) burtheh hiy childrai, yet I trust In their: magnaiiknity to 
appreciate as they ought, this my request. In so unfavour- 
iible ah event of things, the support of their dear mother^ 
With the inbst i%spectful and tender attenti<»)j is a duty^ all 
the sacredness of which they will feel. Probably feier own 
patrimonial resources will preserv^e her from indigence. But 
in all situations they are charged to bear in mind, that she 
has beeh to them the mbst devoted and best of rndthiBrs* • 

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto subscribed my 
hand, the ninth day of July, in th^ year 5f tour Lord 
one thousand eight hufhdred and feuf. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

Signed, Sealed, f^ublished, siiid declared, as and for his 
last Will and Testament, m our presence, who ha^e sub* 
scribed the same in his presence, the wolrds yohh B. 
Church being aboVe interlined. 

DbMINlC F. BLAK£) 
GRAHAM NEWIKLL^ 
THEO. B. VALLEAU. 

New-York^ ISurYogate's Vffice^ SB.-^yuly 16th, 1864i» 
t DO hereby certify the preceding to be a true copy of the 
original Will of Alexander Hamilton, deceased, now on 
lile at niy office* 

StLVANUS MILLER, Surrogate. 







The impression which his death made on all classes of 
people in the city, will best be seen by the following pro* 
ceedings. 
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*^ At a numerous and respectable meeting of Merchants 
ftnd other citizens of New-York, at the Tontine CoiSee-House, 
last Evening, Mr. Wm. W. Wolsey was called to the chair, 
and Mr. Maturin Livingston appointed Secretary. 

The Meeting having been informed of die melancho- 
ly event of Genenit Alexander Hamilton's decease, 
a!nd being dee{)Iy sensiUe of the irreparable loss which 
the United States have sustained by the death of a 
man, whose public and private virtues have endeared him 
to his friends and acquaintances { whose patriotism, talents, 
integrity, and eminent services, have rendered him pecu- 
liarly valuable to his country ; and being anxiously desirous 
to render to so great and distinguished acharacter the last 
tribute of respect in their power : 

Sesohe^ That this meeting wiQ unite with their fellow- 
citizens of all classes in every suitable demonstration of sor* 
row for the death of General Alexander Hamilton — And 
that, for this purpose, they recommend to the cidsens at 
large, to shut up their stores, and generally to suspend bu- 
siness on Saturday the 14t^ inst. and to assemble at the 
house of Mr. Church, in Robinson-street, at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, to form a procession to attend the remains of 
the deceased : 

That it be recommended to the owners and masters of 
vessels to direct the colours of all the vessels in the harbour 
to be hoisted half mast, during the whole of Saturday 
next: 

That Mr. Henderson, Mr. M. Livingston, Mr. A* 
Jackson, Mr. J. Kane, and Mr. H. I. WyckoiF, be a com- 
mittee on the part of this meetings to meet such persons ^as 
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may be appointed by atiier bodies of their feUow-citizens, in 
order to make such furdier arrangements as the occasion 
may require. 

WILLIAM W. WOOLSEY, Chairman. 

MATURIN LIVINGSTON, Secretarj' 



t% 



The Committee of arrangement a^pcmted at the meet» 
ing at the Tontine Coffee House on the 1^ inst* in cx>a« 
formity with the sense of the meeting, expressed on that oc- 
casion, request their fellow-citizens in gc^neral to wear 
Crape on the left arm for thirty days, as a teatim^iy of their 
respect for the Integrity, Virtues, Talents, Mui Patriotism, of 
Gen. Alexander Hamilton, deceased." 

July 13. 



" City of New^Torky ss. 

** IN COMMON COUNCIL, July 13, 1804. 

^^IResohed unammomkfy That the Common Council of the 
City of New- York entertain the most unfeigned sorrow and 
regret for die death of their fellow citizen, ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON ; and with a view to pay a suitable respect to 
his past life and future memory, and to aflbrd the most un* 
equivocal testimony of the great loss which, in the opinion 
-of the Common Council, not only, this city but the state of 
New-York and the United States have sustained by tb^ 
•death of this great and good man, the Common Council d0 
unanimously recommend that the usual business of the day 
Ik dispensed with by all classes of inhabitants : 

Akd, Sesohed unanimously^ That the ordinance prohibit^ 
ing the tolling of BeHs at funerals be on this occasioa mi^ 



( «1 ) 

pended, and that it be retotnmended ta those who have the 
charge of the Church Bells in this City, to cause them to be 
muffled and tolled at proper intervals during the day of his 
interment : 

Akd also, Resolved unanimously y^ That the members of th^ 
Common Cooncii Will in « body attend and join in the fune* 
ral processiw of the deceased, at the time and place appoint- 
ed: 

* LiKEWiSB, Resohed unanimoushfj That a Committee of 
three be appointed to make such arrangemients in behalf and 
at the expense of the Common Council of the City of New-^ 
York, for performing the funeral obsequies of die deceased, 
as the said Committee shall judge necessary and expedients 

Extract from the Minutes, 

T. WORTMAN, Clerk." 



**• AgiI££ ASLE to notice, the gendcmen of the Bar met at Lo- 
vett's Hotel, to join in those expressions of sorrow so uni* 

' veraally produced by the untimely death of General Ha- 
milton. The meeting was very numerous, and all party 
distinction was lost in the general sentiment of love and 
respect for the illustrious deceased. Mr. Harison, in a few 
words, with a faltering tongue and a feeling heart, adverted 
to the sad occasion on which they were called together, 
and in the most aflfectionate terms mentioned the private 
virtues, the splendid talents, and the useful services of this 
best and greatest of men. Amidst countenances which 
Spokd no common grief the following resolutions were 
adopted : 



1 
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^ At a genend meetmg of die Gentlemen of the Bar of 
the City of New-York, at Lovett's Hotel, on the 13th of 
July, 1804; Richabd Harison, Esq. in the chair : 

This meeting being deeply aflPected by the death of 
Alexander Hamilton, the brightest ornament of their 
profession, whom diey have ever held in die most sin<« 
cere esteem, and admiration; whose superior talents, dis«. 
tinguished patriotism, eminent services, and uniform in* 
tegrity, had pixKrured him universal confidence and venera- 
tion, and whose loss they lament as a severe private afflic- 
tion and depbre as a great public calamity ; 

Resolved, that they will unite with tb^ir fellow-citiaens 
to demonstrate in every suitable manner their sincere res* 
pect for the memory of General Hamilton, and die 
deep sense of the loss which their country has sustained. 

That they will wear crape as mourning for their deceas- 
ed brother for the space of six weeks* 

That Jacob Radcllff, Josiah O. HoBEinan, Nathan San- 
ford, John Wells, and Daniel D« Tompkins, be a committee 
to make any further arrangements that may be pr(q>er on 
tbiB mournful occasion. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS, Sec'ry." 



New^Tori^ 12th Juhf^ 1804. 

♦* BRIGADE ORDERS. 

^^ For. the purpose of paying the last testimony of militaiy 
respect to Major General ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 



deceased, the Brigade Company of Artillery, the Sixth Re« 
giment, and the Uniform Companies belonging to the^ther 
R^giinents of the Brigade, wifi assembly on Saturday at 9 

o'ck>ck, A* M* widi three rounds of hhmk cartridges^ in thc^ 
Park, where they viQ be joined by the Regiment cif Artik 
lery — the whole will be mider the command of Lieut. CoU 
Morton. 

By orckr tfBrig. Gen. Boyd^ . 

NATHAN SANFOBD^ 

Assistant Brigade Major ^ 

" P. S« The Officers not on duty are requested to attend at 
Mechaoic^Hall in imifi>rm, and with the. tisual mounuogs^ 



ARTILLERY, 

« REGIMENTAL ORDERS. 

'^ Agreeably to Brigade Orders of this date, the First 
Regiment of Artillery will parade in the Park, on Saturday 

mamiqg at 9 o'clock* The first battalipti witbj^m^ ^rms^ 
the second wii^ field artillery i eath Tnan p£ tb? firM b^ttaljo^ 
WU provide himself with dwee rounds >of blqidc c^rtridgf^ 
to perform the last military obsequies over the gravis of idi^ 
late General HAMILTON. . : 

^ Captain Maclean will take charge of firing die minute 
guns. The officers will appear with cn^pe on the left arm* 

By order of JJeut* CoL Curteniusj 

ROBERT SWARTWOUT, Adj.»» 
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« ARTILLERY. 
" Captain Depeyster's Company wQl assemble on tbe 

ft 

Company Parade, at half past 9 o'clock on Saturday mora- 
ing, in full uniform-— Cn^ to be worn on die left arm* 

By order J &fc. 

J. D. ICEESE, OnL Serjt.'^ 
yufy 13. 



*< NEW-YORK INDEPENDENT VOLUNTEERS* 

^ In pursuance of Regimental Orders of last night, you are 
ordered to parade on the Battery to-morrow morning, at 9 
oVlock preciselji with three rounds of blank cartridges* 

By order J 

AND. SMITH, Sec" 



^ A MEETING of the StuderOs at Lerw of this City, is r^ 
quested this evening at 7 o'clock, at the office of Jos. Ogden 
Hoffman, Esq. in order to consider in what manner they 
can best express their sincere regret for the death of the late 
Gen. HAMILTON.'' 
JidyU. 



^ The Students of Columbia College are requested to meet 
in the College Green to-»morrow morning at half after 9 
-ffdoQk precisely, with their gowns, for the purpose of join« 
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ing m the funeral procession of the late General HAMIL* 
TON, 

N. B. The Graduates of the CoQege are also desired to 
attend." 



« TAMMANIAI* NOTIQE, 

^* Brqthi;r8j 

^ Yqur attendance is earnestly requested at av extnumeet«- 
ing of the tribes in the great Wigwam, precisely at the setting 
of the Sun, this evening, to make arrangements for joining 
pur fellow-citizens and sddiers in a procession, in order to 
pay the last tribute of national respect due to the manes of 
our departed fellow-citizen and soldier, General ALEX^ 
ANDER HAMILTON. 

By order of tks Grand Sachem^ 

JAMES D. BISSET, Sec'iy- 

Season of Fruit, in the year of discovery 312, and of thcj> 
insUtution 15th*" 
July 13. 



^ Those Members of the ^ General Society erf Mechanic*, 
^nd Tradesmen of the City of New-York," desirous of pay- 
kig the last tribute of respect to the remains of General HA* 
MILTON, are requi^sjied to meet at their Ne\i; HaQ, on 
Saturday momipg the l^di.inat*. precisely at 9 OvclpckJ*^ 



♦^ ST. ANDREW^S SOCIETV. 

f^ The Members of the St. Andrew^s Society are requestec} 
to meet at idie Mbsonic Hall^ to-morrow mornings at half 
past 9 o'clock precisely, in order to jpin the Funeral Pn>; 
cession of their late much respected and sincerely beloved 
Brother, Alexander Hamilton, and to testify the grief an(^ 
regret they feel, in common with their fellow^citizens, at 
the irreparable loss this community has sustained by his un- 
timely death. 

A. GLASS; SecV- 



« FUNERAL PROCESSION, 

*^ The Society of the Cincinnati being charged with the di^ 
xection of the funeral ceremonies of its President General, the 
following is the order of procession which wiU take place to^ 
piorrow at Ten o'clock, as cominemoratiye of an event of 
thf deepest national regret« 

ORDER OF procession! 

1. The Militaiy Corps commanded by CoU Mortoa, 

2. The Society of the Cincinnati* 

3. Clergy of all denominations. 
4^ The Corpse. 

?• The General's Horse. ^ 

6. Relations of the deceased. 
7* Physicians. 

8. The Judges pf the Supreme Court. 

9. Mr. Gouvemeur Morris in his carriage. 
10. Gentlemen of the Bar and students at Law. 
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41. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the 

State. 

12, The Mayor and Corporation of the City. 

IjS. Members of Congress and Civil Officers of the Unit- 
ed States. 

14. The Mimsters, Consuls and Residents of Foreign 

Powers. 

15. The Officers of the Army and Navy of the United 

States. 

» 

16. Military and Naval Officers of Foreign Powers. 

17. Militia Officers of the State. 

18. President, Directors, and Officers of the respective 

« 

Banks. 

19. Chamber of Commerce and Merchants. 

20. Marine Society, Wardens of the Port, and Masters 
and Officers of all vessels in the Harbour. 

21. The President, Professors, and Students of Columbia 
College. 

22. The differoit Societies in such order as their respec- 
tive Presidents may arrange. 

23. The Citizens in general. 

The Military Corps conunanded by Col. Morton being 
ordered to parade, in the Park at 10 o'clock, accompanied 
with Six pieces of Artillery, two of the pieces will remain 
on the ground under the command of Capt. Maclean, and 
^ill fire minute guns from the ^movement of the Corpse until 
it arrives at Trinity Church. 

The Sixth Regiment witfi the Colours and Music of the 
several Corps, will parade in Robinson street, on the south 
side fronting Mr. Church's house ; Standards and Music in 
fr(n)t of the centre-'-^the Regiment in solemn attitude, rest- 
ing on arms reversed. On waving;the Standard of the Cin- 
cinnati shrouded in Crs({>e, the Regiment will shoulder and 
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receive the Corpse proceeding from the house with presented 
arms, the colours and music saluting. On a signal Trumpet 
the Regiment will shoulder, and the Troops in the Park ¥all 
throw themselves in columns and occupy the Broadway, with 
the rear of the column covering the head of Robinson street, 
and halt. On a signal Trumpet the 6di Regiment in Robinson 
street will wheel to the right, by Platoons, and occupy the street 
in front of die Corpse in open Column, at half distances of 
I^toons, and with arms reversed wait the signaL On a sig- 
nal Trumpet the Column inpll move with Colours and Music 
in the centre of the 6th Regiment playing the Dead March, 
with fnuffled drums. Two companies detached from the 
military in the Park will cover the flanks of the Corpse, in 
single file, with trailed arms, from the rear of the 6th Regi- 
ment down the line, and take their proper position as 'the 
Corpse enters Broadway ; the Column advancing will wheel 
to the left round the Park, enter Beekman*street, and pas* 
sing down Pearl, will proceed to Whitehall-street, and uf 
Broadway to Trinity Church ; the leading wing will fbism a 
dose column to the right ott the Church walk, extending 
to the north comer of Wall-street, dressing by the left, and 
facing to the right, stand with ordered arms. The rear wing 
advancing, will form close column to the left, and facing to 
the right, extending to the south comer of Wall-street, dres- 
sing by the right with ordered arms. Mr. Gouvemeur Mor- 
ris, fix)m the Portico of the Church, (the Corpse in front on 
a bier) will deliver an appropriate address ; at the conclu- 
sion of which the Corpse, preceded by the Military and 
properly attended, will proceed to the Vault, where the mi-, 
litary ceremonies will be performed, under the order of the 
Commandant, which will close the solemnities of the day., 

W. S- SMITH, Presidents 
W. POPHAM, Secmary.'' 
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FUNERAL OBSEQUIES. 

Ow Satufday, the next day, the remains of Alexander 
Hamilton were committed to the grave, with every possible 
testimony of respect and sorrow. The following will present 
die reader with a correct account of the manner in which 
the sad Bolemnities were conducted.' 

The Military, under the command of Lieutenant Col. 
Morton, were drawn up m front of Mr. Church's house, in 
Robinson-street, where tfw body had been deposited. On 
the appearance of the corpse it was received by the whole 
line with presented arms, and saluted by the officers ^— 
melancholy music by a large and elegant Band. 

The miftary then preceded the bier, in open column 

and inverted order, the left in front, with arms reversed, the 

band playing a dead march. At 12 o'clock the procession 

moved in the following order, through Beekman, Pearl, and 

Whitehall-atreets, and up Broadway to the Church : 

The Artillery. 

The 6di Regiment of Militia. 

Flank Companies. 

Cindnnati Socie^. 

A numerous train of Clergy of all denominations. 



^t €0Zf$t, 



^tlie General's horse appropriately dresseJL 

Hb Children and Relatives. 

Ph^rsicians* 

Gouvemeur Moms, the funeral orator, in his carriage* 

The Gendemen c^the Bar, aU in deep mooming. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of the State, in his carriage* 

Corporation of the city of N^w-York# 

Resident Agents of Foreign Powers. 

Officers of our Army and Navy* 

Militaiy and Naval Officers of Fco^ign Powers. 

Militia Officers of the State. 

The various officers of the respective Banks. ^. 

Chamber of Commerce and Merchants. 

Wardens of the Port, and masters of vessels in the harbour^ 

The President, Professors, and Students of Columbia Cot 

lege, in mourning gowns. 

St. Andrew's Society, mosdy in mournings 

Tammany Society. > . 

Mechanic Society. . 

Marine Society. 

Citizens in general. 

The Pall was supported by ^ 

General Matthew Clarkson, 
Oliver Wolcott, Esquire, ^ ' 
Richard Harispn, Esquire, 
Abijah Hammond, Esquire, 
Josiah Ogden Hoffman, Esquirb^ 
Richard Varick, Esquire, 
William Bayard, Esquire, and 
His Hon. Judge Lawrence* 

On the top of the coffin was the GeneraT^ hat and sword ^ 
his boots and spurs reversed across the horse. His grey 
horse, dressed in mourning, was led by two black servants 
tressed in white, and white turbans trimmed with black. 
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Th£| Streets were lined with people ; doori and windows 
Were filled, principally widi weef»ng females, and even the 
house tops were covered with spectators, who came from 
all parts to behold the melancholy procession* 

When the advanced platoon of the military reached the 
jchurch, the whole column wheeled backward by sections 
frona the flanks of platoons, forming a lane, bringing their 
muskets to a reversed order, and resting the cheek on the 
butt of the piece injthe customary attitude of grie£ Through 
the avenue thus formed, the corpse, preceded by the clergy 
of different denominations and Society of Cincinnau, and 
foDowed by the relations of the deceased, and different pub- 
lic bodies, advanced to the church, the band, with drums 
muffled, playing all the time a pensive, solenm air. 

FUNERAL ORATION. 

On a stage erected in the portico of Trinity Church, Mr. 
GouvERNEUH Morris, having four of General Hamilton's 
sons, the eldest about sixteen and the youngest about six 
years of age, with him, rose and delivered to the inunense 
concourse in front an extemporary Oration, which, being 
pronounced slowly and impressively, was easily committed 
to memory, and being very soon afterwards placed on pa- 
per, is presumed to be correct even to the language. 

Fellow-Citizens, 
If on this sad, this solemn occasion, I should endeavour 
to movo^your commiseration, it would be doing injustice to 
that sensibility ^hich has been so generally and so justly ma- 
nifested. Far from attempting to excite your emotions, I 
must try to repress my own, and yet I fear that instead of 
the language of a public speaker^ you will hear only the 

G 
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lamentations of a bewailing fiiend* But I will struggle with 
my bursting heart, to pourtray that Heroic Spirit, which has 
flown to the mansions of bliss* 

Students of Columbia—- he was in the ardent pursuit of 
knowledge in your academic shades, when the first sound of 
the American war called him to the field — ^A young and un« 
protected volunteer, such wxis his zeal and so brilliant his 
service, that we heard his name before we knew his person*— 
It seemed as if God had called him suddenly into existence, 
that he might assist to save a world* 

The penetrating eye of Washington soon perceived the 
manly spirit which animated his youthful bosom. By that 
e^ellent judge of men he was selected as an Aid, and thus 
he became early acquainted with, and was a principal actor 
in, the most important scenes of our Revolution. 

At the siege of York, he pertinaciously insisted, and he 
obtained the command of a Forlorn Hope. He stormed the 
tedoubt ; but let it be recorded, that not one single man of 
the enemy perished. His gallant troops, emulating the hero* 
ism of their chief, checked the uplifted arm, and spared a 
foe no longer resisting. Here closed his militaiy career. 

Shortly after the war, your favou r n o, your discern- 
ment, called him to public office. You sent him to the con- 
vention at Philadelphia : he there assisted in forming that 
constitution ivhich is now the bond of our union, the shield 
of our defence, and the source of our prosperity. In sign* 
ing that compact he exprest his apprehension that it did not 
contain sufficient means of strength for its own preservation; 
and that in consequence we should share the fate of many 
j^ther republics, and pass through Anarchy to Despotism. 
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We hq)ed better diings. We confided in the good sense of 
the- American people ; and above all we trusted in the pro* 
tecting Providence of the Almighty. On this important 
subject he never concealed his opinion. He disdained con- 
cealoient. Knowing the purity of his heart, be bore it as 
it were in his hand, exposing to every passenger its inmost 
recesses. This generous indiscretion subjected him to cen- 
sure from misrepresentation^ Hi? speculative opinions were 
treated as deliberate designs ; and yet you all know how strenu. 
ous, how unremitting were his efforts to establish and to pre- 
serve the constitution. If then his opinion )fai^ wrong, pafdon, 
oh i pardon that single error, in a life devoted to your service. 

At the dme when our government was organized, we 
were without funds, though not without resource^* To call 
them into action, and establish order in the finances, Wash- 
ington sought for splendid talents, for extensive information, 
and, above all, he sought for sterling, incorruptible iqtegrity--* 
All'these he found in Hamilton.— -The system then adopted 
has been the subject of much anima<^versioQ^ If it be not 
without a fault, let it be remen^bered that nothing human is 
perfect — ^Recollect the circumstances of the moment-— ^recol- 
lect the conflict of opinion— rWd above aU, ren^ember that 
the Tninisten of a republic must bend to the %mll of the peopk^ 
The administration which Washington formed, was one of 
the best that any country was ever blest witlu And the re^ 
suit was a rapid advance in power an^ prosperity, of which 
diere is no example in any other age pr natipn. The put 
which Hamilton bore is universally knowpt. 

His unsuspecting confi^nce in p^pofe^siops which he be- 
lieved to be sincere, led hiqi to trust too much to the undeserv- 
ing. This exposed him to misrepresentation. He felt him«i 
self obliged to resigih— 'The care of a rising family, and the 
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narrowneas of his fortune, made it a duty to return to his 
profession for their su{^rt. But though he was conipe]le4 
to abandon public life, never, no, never for a naoment did he 
abandon the public service. He never lost sig^t of yourinr 
teres to -  I declare to you, before that Qod in whose pre* 
sence we are now so especially assembled, that in his most 
priv^e and confidential conversations, the single objects of 
discussijNi and consideration were your freedom aqd happt? 
ness. 

You we)l remember the state of things which agaun called 
forth Washington from his retreat to lead your armies* Toa 
know that he asked for Hamilton to be his second in com* 
mand. That venerable sage well knew the dangerous inci? 
dents of a military profession, and be felt the hand of time 
pinching life at its source. It was probable that he woul4 
soon be renioved from the scene^ and that his second would 
succeed to the command. . He knew, by experience, the 
importsuice of that place— ^and he thought the sword of 
America might safely be confided to the band which now 
lies cold in that coffin. Oh ! my fellow-citisens, remember 
this solemn testimonial, that he was not ambitious. Yet )ie 
was charged with ambition ; and wounded by the imputa« 
tion, when he laid down his command, he declared, in the 
proud independence of his squl, that he never would accept 
of any office, unless in a foreign war he should be called on 
to expose his life in defence of his country. This determinr 
ation waji immpfable. It was his fault that his opinions and 
his resolutions could not be changed. Knowing his own 
firm purpose, he was indignant at the charge that he sought 
for place or power. He was anibitious only of glory, but 
he was deeply solicitous for you. For himself he feared 
nothing, but he feared that bad men might, by false profes- 
sions, acquire your confidence, and abuse it to your ruin* / 
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BsETHasN of the Cinciimati-^There Uea oisr chief { 
JLet him still be our modeL Likc^him, after Umg and faith* 
till public service, let us cheerfully perform the social duties 
pf private life. Oh ! he was mild and gentle. In him there 
was no offence j no guile-4u8 generous hand and heart vere 
open to all. 

Gentlemen of the Bar~You have lost your brightest 
ornament. Cherish and imitate his example. While, like 
him, with justifiable, withlaudible zeal, you pursue the in- 
terests of 3^ur clients^ remember, like him^ the eternal 
principles of justice* 

Fellow-Citizens— .You have long witnessed his pro* 
Sessional conduct, and felt his unrivalled eloquence* You 
know how well he performed the duties of a Citizen— -you 
know that he never courted your favour by adulation, or the 
f^acrifice of his own judgment* You have seen him con? 
.tending against you, and saving your dem*est interests, a9 
it were, in spite of yourselves. And you now feel and e&- 
joy the benefits resulting from the firm energy of his con- 
duct. Bear this testimony to the memory of my departed 
friend. I charge you to protect his fame— —It is all 
he has le ft. a ll that these poor orphan children will inherit 
from their father. But, my countrymen, that Fame may be 
a rich treasure to you also. Let it be the test by which to 
examine those who solicit your favour. Disregarding pro- 
fessicms, view their conduct, and on a doubtfid occasion^ 
ask, Would Hamilton have done this thing ? 

You all know how he perished. On this last scene, I can« 
not, I must not dwelL It might excite emotions too strong 
for your better judgment. Suffer not your .indignation to lead 
to any act which might again offend the insulted majesty of 
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die law; on his part, as from his lips, tfacHigh with my voice 
«-ibr his voice you will hear no nicxie,-«4et me entreat you 
to respect yourselves. 

And now, ye ministers of die eveilasting God, perform 
your holy oflke, and commit these ashes of our ^departed 
l)rother to the bosom of the Grave ! 



The oradcm being finished the corpse was carried to die 
grave, where die usual funeral service was performed by die 
Reverend Bishop Moore. The troops who had entered die 
church-yard, formed an extensive hoUow square, and ter* 
minated the solemnities wididiree voUies over die grave. < 

During the procession there was a regular discharge of 
minute guns from die Battery, by a detachment from the 
regiment of artillery. The different merchant vessels in die 
harbour wore their colours half mast^ both this and the pre* 
day. 



His Britannic Majesty's ship of war Boston, Capt. Doug, 
lass, at anchor within the Hook, appeared in mourning the 
whole morning, and at 10 o'clock she commenced firing mi- 
nute guns, which were continued 48 minutes. His Majesty's 
packet Lord Charles Spencer, Capt. Cotesworth, also was in 
mouming, and fired an equal number of guns. The French 
frigates CybeDe and Didon, were also put into full moum^ 
ing both this and the preceding day, with yards peeked ; 
they also fired minute guns during the procession. These 
marks of attention will be gratefully received by our fellow- 
citizens, as evidence how highly the deceased was respected 
and esteemed 'by the - French and English officers* 

END OF PART I. 
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A COLLECTION, Gfc. 



N^ 11. 



The following extracts from the several daily papers, will 
serve to show the strong impression which the death of 
General Hamilton made on the hearts of his fellow-citizens ; 
those who knew him best. 

THE EVENING POST. 

With emotions that we have not the hand to inscribe^ 
have we to announce the death of ALEXANDER HA- 
MILTON. He w^s cut off in the 48th year of his age, in 
the full vigour of his faculties, and in the midst of all his use- 
fulness. 

« 

We have not the firmness to depict this melancholy, heart- 
rending event. Now — ^when death has extinguished all party 
animosity, the gloom that over-spreads every countenance, 
the sympathy that pervades every bosom, bear irresistable 
testimony of the esteem and respect all maintained for him ; 
of the love all bore him; and assure us that an impression 
has been made by his loss which no time can efface, ^t 
becomes us not to enter into particulars ; we have no doubt, 
that, in compliance with the universal anxiety of our citizens, 
a statement will soon be exhibited to them containing all the 
circumstances necessary to enable them to form a just opi- 
nion of this tragic scene. Jn the mean time we offer the fol- 
kwmg letter that we have received from the Reverend 
Bishop Moore. The testimony which this pious and vener-; 
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able Clergyman bears to the virtues of the deceased, will, 
we are sure, not be lost on a discerning^ communitj* 



TO THE. EDITOR OF THJC EVENING POST; 

Thursday Evening, July 12- 

MlU ColEUAN^ 

THE public mind being/extremely agitated by the melan- 
eholy fate of that great man, Alexander Hamilton, I 
have thought it would be grateful to my fellow-citizens^, 
would provide against misrepresentation, and, perhaps, be 
conducive to the advancement of the cause of religion, were 
I to give a narrative of some facts which have fallen under 
my own observation, during the time which elapsed between 
the fatal duel and his departure out of this world* 

Yesterday morning, immediately after he was brought 
from Hoboken ta the house of Mr. Bayard, at Greenwich, a. 
message was sent informing me of the sad event, accompa- 
nied by a request from General Hamilton, that I would 
come to him for the purpose of administering the Holy Com- 
munion* I wentf but beings desirous to afford time for se- 
rious reflection, and conceiving that under existing circum- 
stances, it would be right sind proper to avoid every appear- 
ance of precipitancy in performing one of the most solemn 
offices of our religion, I did not dien comply with his de<- 
sire. At one o'clock I was again called on to visit him.. 
Upon my entering the room and approaching his bed, with 
Ae utmost calmness andicomposure he said, *^ My dear Sir, 
you perceive my unfortunate situation, and no doubt have 
Been made acquainted Avith the circumstances which led to- 
iu It is* my desire to receive the Communion at your hands*- 
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I hope you wffltiot conceive there is any impropriety in nay 
request.^' He added, ** It has for some time past been the 
wish of my heart, and it was my intention to take an early 
opportunity of uniting myself to the church, by the rcccp- 
jfion of that holy ordinance.*' I observed to him, that he 
must be very sensible of the delicate and trying situation in 
which I was then placed^ Aat however desirous I might he 
\to afibrd consolation .taa fellow mortal in distress.; still, it 
was my duty as a minister of the gospel, to hold ixp the law 
,of God as paramount to all other law; and that, therefore, 
wonder the influence of such sentiments, I must unequivocal- 
ly condemn the practice which had brought him to, his pre- 
;sent unhappy condition. He acknowledged the propriety of 
these sentiments, and declared daat he viewed the late trans- 
action with sorrow tmd contrition. I then asked him, 
** Should it please God, to restore you to health, Sir, will 
jou never be again engaged in a similar transaction ? and 
win you employ all your influence in society to discounte- 
nance this barbarous custom ?" His answer was, " That^ 
Sir, is my deliberate intention*'* 

I PKOCEEDED to converse with him on iSie subject of his 
receiving the Communion ; and told him that with respect 
to the qualifications of those who wished to become partak- 
ers of that holy ordinance^ my inquiries could not be made 
in language more expressive than that which was used by 
our Church. — ^^ Do you sincerely repent of your sins pasti' 
Haye you a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ, With 
d thankful remembrance of the death of Christ? And are 
you disposed to live in love and charity with all men ?" He 
lifted up his hands and said, ^^ With the utmost sincerity of 
heart I can answer those questions in the affirmative — I have 
no ill will against CoL Burr. I met him with a fixed resolu- 
|;ion to do him no harm — -I forgive all that happened^" I 
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flien observed to him, that the terrors of the divine law were 
to be announced to the obdurate and impenitent : but that 
the consolations of the Gospel were to be offered to the hum- 
ble and contrite heart : that I had no reason to doubt his 
sincerity and would proceed immediately to gratify his 
wishes. The Communion was then administered, which 
he received with great devotion, and his heart afterwards 
appeared to be perfecdy at rest. I saw him again this 
morning, when, widi his last faultering words, he express- 
ed a strong confidence in the mercy of God through the in- 
tercession of the Redeemer* I remained with him until 2 
o^clock this afternoon, when death closed the awful scene — 
he expired without a struggle, and almost without a groan* 

By reflecting on this melancholy event, let the humble 
believer be encouraged ever to hold fast that precious faith 
which is the only source of true consolation in ^e last ex- 
tremity of nature. Let the infidel be persuaded to abandon 
his opposition to that gospel which the strong, inquisitive, 
and comprehensive mind of a Hamilton embraced, in his 
last moments, as the truth from heaven. Let those who 
are disposed to justify the practice of duelling, *^be induced, 
by this simple narrative, to view with abhoirence that cus- 
tom which has occasioned an irreparable loss to a worthy 
and most afflicted family : which has deprived his friends 
of a beloved companion, his profession of one of its bright- 
est ornaments, and his country of a great statesman and a 
real patriot. 



With great respect, 

I remain your friend and servant, 

BENJAMIN MOORE. 



" » 



' Though not in chronological order, yet here n^ajrbe the 
n^ost proper {^ace for the RevM Dn Maaopf's letter, as it re- 
lates to the san^e subject. 

to the editor of the evenino post. 

Sir, 

HAVIfJG read, in the Commercial Advertiser of the 
16th, a very imperfect accoimt of my conversation with Ge- 
neral Hamilton, the day previous to his decease, I judge it 
my duty to ]^y the following nairatiye before tjie public, 

Qs tjie naoming of Wednesday, jhe IJth ipst. shortly afl- 
ter the rumour of the General's injury ha4 created an s^arm 
in the citv, a note from Dr. Post informed me that " he 
was extremely ill at Mr. Wm. Bayard!s, and expressed ^ 
particular desire to see me as soon as possible.'' I w^nt 
immediately.^ The exchange of melai^choly s^liit^tion, on 
entering the General's apartmen|:, was succeeded by a si- 
lence which he broke by saying, that he " had been anxious 
to see me, and have the sacrament administered to him . 
and that this was still his wish." I replied, that " it gave 
me unutterable pain to receive from him any request to 

• 

which I could not accede : that, in the present instance, a 
compliance was incompatible yit^ all my obligations ; as it 
is a principle in our churches neyer to administer the Lord's 

* Perhaps it may not be amiu, in order that no misapprehension should 
be created by the letters themselves, which are not very explicit on that 
point; that Bishop Moore was first sent for, but left the hotise without 
complying at that time with Gen. Hamilton's wisih ; that Dr, Mason wa^ 
then sent for, who, as he says in his letter* told him he could not accede to 
his request ; that the Bishop was sent for a second time, who came and 
administered the sacrament, as related by himself. This explanatory note 
is added because a misapprehension of facts, gave rise at the time to some 

sinall altercaition between anonymous writers in one of our daily prints. 
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Supper privately io any person under any circumstances/* 
He urged me no furdier, I then remarked to him, that, 
^^ the Holy Communion is an exhibition and pledge of the' 
mercies which the Son of God has purchased ; that the ab- 
sence of the sign does not em:Iude &om the mercies signified ; 
which were accessible to him by faith in dieir gracious au- 
thar*^ *' I am aware," said he, " of that* It is only as a 
sign that I wanted it." A short pause ensued* I resumed 
the discourse, by observing that ^ I had nothing to address 
to him in his aiBiction, but that same gospel of the grace of 
Codj which it is my office to preach to the most obscurie and 
illiterate : that in the sight of Ckxl all men are on a level, as 
aUhctoe sinned^ and come short of Jus ghry f and that they 
must apply to him for pardon and life, as sinners^ whose 
only refuge is in his grace reigning by righteousness through 
our Lord yesus Christ^ '' I perceive it to be so,** said he ; 
** I am a sinner : I look to his mercy.*^ I then adverted to 
** the infinite merit of the Redeemer, as the propitiation for 
sin, the sole ground of our acceptance with God ; the sole 
channel of his favour to us ; and cited the following pas^ 
sages of scripture i-^There is no other name given under hea* 
ven among men, whereby we must be saved, but the name of 
yesus. He is able to save them to the uttennost who come uju 
io God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. The blood of yesus Christ cleanseth from all sin^ 
This last passage introduced the affair of the duel, on which 
I reminded the General, that he was not to be instructed as 
to its moral aspect, that the precious blood of Christ was as ef- 
fectual and as necessary to wash away the transgression which 
had involved him in suffering, as any other transgression ; 
and that he must ^ere, and there alone, seek peace for his 
conscience, and a hope that should ^^ not make him asham* 
td^ He assented, with strong emotion, to these represen- 
tations, and declared his abhorrence of the whole transac- 
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tion* ^ It was always,'^ adde4 he, ^^ against my principles* 
I used every expedient to avoid the interview ; bm I have 
found, for some time past, that my life muit be exposed to 
that man. I went to the field determined not to take his 
life." He reapeated his disavowal of all intention to hurt 
Mr. Burr ; the anguish of his mind in recollecting what had 
passed ^ and his humble hope of forgiveness from his God«f 
I recurred to the topic of the divibe compassion -, the free->r 
dom of pardon in the Redeemer Jesus to perishing sinners^ 
*^ That grace, my dear General, which brings salvation, is 
Tichf rich" — ^ Yes,*^ interrupted he, " it is rich grace."" 
'^ And on that grace,^ continued I, *^ a sinner has the high^ 
est encouragement to repose his confidence, because it is 
tendered to him upon the surest foundation ^ the scripture 
testifying that we hooe redemption through the blood of Jesust 
the forgreieneaa of sins according to the richness of his graced 
Here the General, letting go my hand, which he had held 
from the moment I sat down at his bed-side, clasped his 
liands together, and, looking up towards heaven, said, with 
emphasis, ^ I ha»e a tender reliance on the mercy of the 
Almighty, through the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ."' 
He replaced his hand in mine, and appearing somewhat 
spent, closed his eyes. A little after, he fastened them on 
me, and I proceeded. " The simple truths of the Gospel^ 
my dear Sir, which require no abstruse investigation, but 
feith in the veracity of God who cannot lie, are best suited 
to your present condition, and they are full of consolation."^ 
•* I feel them tO' be 450," replied he* I then repeated these 
texts of scripture: — It is a fcathful sayings end worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-^ 
nersy and of sinners the chief /, even I^am he that blotteth 
mit thy transgressions for mine own sake^ and tvill not remem^ 
her thy sins* Come norw^ and let us reason together^ saith the 
Lord I though your sins be as scar let ^ they shall be white as 
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mow; though they be red Uke crimson^ they shall be as wooL. 
*' Thisj'^ said he, *' is my support. Pray for me.*' " Shafl 
I pray with you ?" " Yes." I prayed with him, and heard 
him whisper as I went along ; which I supposed to be his 
concurrence with the petitions. At the conclusion he said, 
" Amen. God grant it.'* 

Being about to part with him, I told him '^ I had one re- 
quest to make." He asked " what it was ?" I answered, 
^* that whatever might be the issue of his affliction, he would 
give his testimony against the practice of duelling." '^ I 
will," said he, " I have done it. If that^'* evidently anti- 
cipating the event, ^^ lithat be the issue, you will find it in 
writing. If it please Crod that I recover, I shall do it in a 
manner which will effectually put pie out of its reach in fu- 
ture." I mentioned, once more, the importance of re- 
nouncing every other dependence for the eternal world, but 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; with a particular refer- 
ence to the catastrophe of the morning. The General was 
affected, and said, ^^ Let us not pursue the subject any fur- 
ther, it agitates me." He laid his hands upon his breast, 
with symptoms of uneasiness, which indicated an increased 
difficulty of speaking. I then took my leave. He pressed 
my hand affectionately, and desired to see me again at a 
proper interval. As I was retiring, he lifted up his hands 
in the attitude of prayer, and said feebly, '' God be merci- 
ful to——." His voice sunk, so that I heard not the rest 
distinctly, but understood him to quote the words of the 
publican in the gospel, and to end the sentence with, " me 
a sinner." 

I SAW him, a second time, on the morning of Thursday ; 
but from his appearance, and what I had heard, supposing 
that he could not speak without severe effort, I had no con- 
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versadon with him* I prayed for a moment at his bed side^ 
in company with his overwhelmed family and friends ; and 
for the rest, was one of the mourning spectators of his com- 
posure and dignity in suffering* His mind remained in its 
former state : and he viewed with cahnness hi$ approaching 
dissolution. I left him between twelve and one^ and at two^ 
as the public know, he breathed his last* 

I am, Sii*, 

With much respect^ 

 

Your obedient servant, 

J. M. MASON- 

Netv^Tork^ JvJy ISrA, 1804- 



IHE DAILt ADVERtlSEIU 

It is with sentiments of the deepest regret that we an« 
nounce to the public the decease of the great and estimable 
General Alexander-- Hamilton. No event since the 
death of the illustrious Washington has filled the public mind 
with more painful solicitude, or so much called forth the 
general sympathy and grief, as the event we now record* 
The loss of a character, so much respected in his profession, 
so esteemed by the public, so beloved in the circles of pri- 
vate friendship and of domestic life, is beyond the power of 
expression ; and the manner of his death ! — Alas ! it can be 
remembered only with unmingled horror and regret. 

Vain were the attempt to give even a hasty Sketch of the 
various, the unequaDed merit of the illustrious deceased*-- 
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the task win be teecuted by an abler handL Suflke it, um* 
der the present impression of public regret, to state— 

That, as a soldier j through the whole of our revolutionary 

war. General Hamilton was eminently distinguished. He 
was one of the few select friends of the Commander in 
Chie^ often tried and as often approved. His cool and ac* 
tive valour in storming the redoubt before York-Town, will 
never be forgotten* After such a splendid proof of braveiy, 
was it necessary again to put it to the test in compliance widi 
a false notion of honour ? 

As a statesman^ Gen. Hamilton added still greater honour 
to his name. To him are we principally indebted for the 
national constitution and the system of laws under which 

we now live. It was his hand that traced tiie outlines of 
our most important municipal institutions. To him we owe 
the plans for the organization of our National Treasury, 
the provisions for the payment of the public debt, for die 
establishment of die banks, of the mint, and the whole 
revenue system of our country. 

As a lawyeTy h^ was linrivalled at the bar. His talents 
and eloquence gave him a decided ascendancy in his profes- 
sion, which, however, was softened hy the most unaffected 
modesty, and the utmost courtesy and gendeness. 

As a num^ no one was more highly esteemed for his per- 
fect integrity, truth, candour, and public spirit, than the un- 
fortunate deceased. He enjoyed (and no man ever better 
deserved it) the unlimited c(Xi(idence of his friends and feir 
low-citizens. 

As a christian, we are happy to add, he has not left the. 
world to doubt of his faith and hope* In his last hours he 
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has put a seal on his character, by declaring his firm belief 
in the merits and atonement of a SAvfouR; by avowing his 
trust in Redeeming grace, and by requesting and receiving 
in attestationof his faith, the sacramentof the Lord's Supper. 

* Hasty and imperfect as the foregoing outlines may be, 
they will recal to the public mind, those impressions of ex* 
alted merit which we are sure will never be obliterated, will 
never cease to be cherished widi a melancholy pleasure* The 
.soldier, the statesman, the man of pre-eminent talents and 
worth, is gone ; but hir virtues will be had in ni^mory, will 
i>e admired and recorded, wherever diere is a heart to feel, 
or a tongue to repeat the eulog}*, due to departed worth* 

With the deeply afflicted consort, and the orphan chil- 
dren of the deceased general, the public will sincerely sym- 
pathize* Their loss b incalculable* May heaven support 
them on this trying^casioiv - May they enjoy consolations 
from above '(for the world can now have few for them) ; con* 
'solations whidi are neither few nor small, beyond the reach 
of accident and chs»ge* 

8A11E PAPE&. 

The ceremonies 4;>f Saturday were conduced according 
to the published arrangements* The scene was indeed so- 
lemn and impressive* Every count^stnance evinced a sorrow 
to which only a loss of the first magnitude— an event of the 
most tragical nature, could give rise* Every mark of res- 
pect to which departed worth has a claim, was paid with af- 
fectionate eaxnestness* — ^Business was uniyersafly suspended, 
and the whole city crowded either to perform or to witness the 
funeral honours due tp the illustrious deceased* About noon, 
tbe different bodies forming the procession, haying taken 
their respective places, the corpse was conducted from d^c 
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bouse of J<^ B* Church ^sq* and the whole began to mavCf 
The moment was deeply impressive. Every thing conspir- 
ed to soleinnuse the mindt The trailing of the deep-toned 
bells — the inciting melody of the music-r-^e slow and me? 
lancholyrinspiring pace of the procession — rthe appearance 
of the sable coffin with its accpmpanyi|tients — -the sons of the 
deceased, still of tender age, clad in the vestments of woe, 
and shedding the tear of anguish over the fate of a beloved 
father — (Unhappy ]^utfas ! who will now be the guide of your 
glowing years, the guardian of your budding virtues ?) These^ 
widi the anie-striking report of the minute guns, t6 which 
every heart beat its sad response, rendered the whole a scene 
of solemn woe* Two hours elapsed before the procession 
reached die place of interment, owing to the slovmess pf 
the pace and lengdi of the rout* Arrived at Trinity Church, 
the Hon. Ck>uvemeur Morris ascended a stage prepared for 
him, and delivered to a deeply-impressed audience,, an ap? 
propriate and pathetic address.. He sketched the life, the 
talents, the virtues, the civil and military services of the de- 
ceased. He addressed himself particularly to the students 
of CoUumbia College, the gendeinen of the bar, the Cin? 
cinnatt Society, and the military. He adverted to the de- 
plorable cause pf the disaster, by stating that all were ac- 
quainted with' it, and that he cpuld not then say a word oa 
the sad subject. The orator having concluded, the body 
was then interred with the accustomed military honours. 
Thus has perished, by an untimely death, a patriot of ex- 
alted merit, a soldier and a civiliai^ pf pre-eminent worth. 
Thus has America been bereft of her second \yashington ! 



THE NEW-YORK GAZETTE. 

Last Saturday were interred, with all possible respect, 
the remains of Oen. Alexander Hamilton, the enlighten- 



^atatesman^ the skilful lawyer, the eloquent orator, the dits- 
,^t6i^ted patriot, and the honest man* Never was the sen* 
jubili^ of the citizens awakened to such a degree, and ne- 
.ver did they wit%ess so mournful a scene. It renewed their 
grief for the deat]) of Washington, to see his friend and 
counsellor cut off m the highest vigour of his faculties, and 
3the United States deprived of their great earthly stay* 

Immediately after his decease, the bells announced that 
ite was no more* On the morning of the day of his fune* 
ral, all the bells were naui&ed, and tolled from six to seven 
^clockf They beje^an again at ten, and continued until the 
procession reached the church. The ships in the harbour ex- 
hibited the usual tokens of mourning, and minute guns were 
fired from the forts, and from American and foreign armed 
vessels* The beils again tolled from seyeii to dght in the 
evening. 

The procession, oonsisting of the militsoy, the Cincinnati, 
the clergy of all denominations, the gentlemen of the bar 
and students at law, strangers, the different incorpcH:ate bo- 
dies, the several societies, together with the citizens, was 
very large* All vied with one anothe^r in testifying their 
sense of the worth of the illustrious man deceased, and the 
irreparable loss which the country had sustained* The sides 
of the streets were crowded, and the windows were filled with 
spectators, and many climbed up into trees and got on 
the tops of houses. Not a smile was visible, and hardly a 
:ivhisper was to be heard, but tears were seen rolling down 
^e cheeks of the affected multitude* 

When the front of the procession had advanced as far as 
Trinity Church, they halted ; and an oration was delivered 
by Gouvemeur Morris, from a stage which had been pre- 
viously erected in ]the portico of the Church. The notice 
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given to the Orator was so short, his own feelings and Aosc 
of the audience so great, that he was able oely to paint in 
an imperfect manner the character and services of the first 
and most beloved citizen* A litde time Jience, more jus- 
tice can be done to his transcendent meots ; and the future 
historian will seize them with eagerness to adorn his page. 

The General, during his short illness, spoke with the ut- 
most abhorrence of the practice of duelling, and has left his 
testimony against it. This is known to have been long his 
sentiment. He declared that he had no ill-will against his 
antagonist, and had determined to do him no harm ; pro- 
fessed his firm beHef <^ the Christian religion, and his ^ ten- 
der reliance on the mercy of Almighty God through the 
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ f^ he devoutly received the 
hely sacrament, at his own earnest request. The witness 
of a man of such extensive powers and information, wiH 
outweigh that of an host of infidels. This completes his 
character, and demonstrates that he was good as well as 
great. ^ How are the mighty £dlen, and the weapons of 
wv perished !'' ^^ As a man falleth before widced men» 
so fattest thou : And all the people wept again over hinu-' 



THE AMERICAN CITIZEN. CDemocratiC.J 

General Hfoniltoi^a Fiui^ralJ^ — ^On Saturday last the re- 
mains of this genden\an were interred, accompanied with 
military honourj, in the family vaiult, Trinity Church-yard. 

• At present we shall wf nothing of the emue or mamer of his death. 
On these points we have much to lay before the public ; but prudence 
dictates silence until we ^rt furnished with correct information from au- 
thentic sources. The public have an indubitable right to be informed of 
the cause and manner of his lamented fate. This information is demanded 
ty the feelings of our citizens ; by a voice too powerful to be resisted. I 
trust it will not belong delayed. Evfiry incident of this catastrophe is in- 
teresting. 
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Although the period which elapsed between his death 
and his funeral was but short, yet the lively recollection of 
his Revolutionary services— his acknowledged superior ge- 
nUu — ^his transcendent talents — ^his private worth — ^his ster- 
ling integrity, and the amiable frankness of his heart, excit- 
ed in our citizens an uncommon cordiality and vigour to tes- 
tify their high sense of these virtues by every demonstra- 
tion of respect. There was a very general suspension of bu- 
^ess, and the streets were uncommonly crowded with spec- 
tators. 

The scene was impressive *, and what added unspeakably 
to its solemnity, was the mournful group of tender boys, the 
sons, the once hopes and joys of the deceased, who, with 
tears gushing from their eyes, sat upon the stage, at the 
feet of the orator, bewailing the loss of their parent ! It was 
too much ; the sternest powers, the bloodiest villain, could 
not resist the melting scene. I wish I could go on and de- 
Sfcribe the senkttions I felt, and those which were manifest on 
every countenance. 

SAME PAPEH. 

General HamikoT^s Deaths JTht Editor, in all humility, asks 
the reader to accompany him through a brief review of the 
correspondence, recently published, in relation ta the un- 
happy affair which terminated the existence of the illustrious 
deceaseds Re enters upon this unpleasant task the more 
readily and with the more zeal, since he views, and cannot 
but view, the death of General Hamilton as a national loss, 
and as the inevitable and deplorable effect of a hng meditated 
and predetermined system of hostility on the part of Mr. Burr 
and his confidential adviser s. 

Lest^ however, he may be viisunderstood by some, 2SiA 
knowingly and injuriously misrepresented by others, b^ 
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deems hit to canse himself to be deaify and disdncd^mi* 
denCood« This, pethaps, is an honuge due to die hanaf 
crran of die leas liberal part of die community. 

To a few of diose widi whom I diink, and act in what- 
ever relates to die administradon of the State, and General 
Governments, it may seem extraordinary that I, who wlule * 
the General lived to g^ve comfort to his fiunily, and splen- 
dour to his nadon, was opposed to him on some political 
points, should, when laid in the cold and silent tomb, be- 
come a guardian of Us fame, a vindicator of his wrongs. 
If in the Republican party there b t>ne man of diis descripdon, 
(and I trust there is not) I would widi diffidence beg lum 
to reflect^ and to exercise, with becoming dignity and mo- 
deradon, those intellectual powers which it hath pleased 
Crod to impart even to the humblest of his image. I ask 
only for the privilege of thinking;, and ci expressing my 
thoughts with exemption from cruel and overbearing intol' 
erance. A fixed determination, however, to enjoy the one, 
will prompt me to a due resistance of the other. I must 
unthink what I have thought, and unlearn what I know, be- 
fore I can act the part of a savage; and he deceives himself 
who concludes that, in my editorial pursuits, -I will be guided 
by any opinions but my own. With conscious, andt as I 
think, becoming pride, I utteriy disclaim and renounce diat 
illiberality which will not award to iUustrious merit its just 
due. I have, and always had, an exalted opinion of the 
merits of the deceased, and with unaffected sincerity and 
deep regret lament his loss. 

This opinion and this sentiment, however, will not be 
construed by the liberal and the enlightened, into an appro« 
bation of the political maxims of this great statesman, nc»r 
into a derelicdon of principle formerly maintained, and still 
tenaciously adhered to. It is the high prerogative, the dis-^ 
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tinguishing power of the human mind, and most honour- 
able to man, justly to discriminate in whatever relates to the 
fame of those pre-eminent citizens who give character and 
lustre to a nation. Hamilton, I believe, entertained poli- 
tical opinions at variance with mine, and on which, mani- 
fested in many instances by the administration of Mr. 
Adams, and, in one^ by that of General Washington, I 
candot, without unpleasant sensations, reflect. From these, 
Mihich while living I opposed, I still dissent ; but, alas ! he 
is dead, and I cannot pursue him to the grave for optniona 
HON&STLT entertained, calmly and dignifiedly asserted, lu- 
minously and instructively enforced, and conveyed to the 
public with all the elegance of a scholar, and enriched with 
all the erudition of a distinguished jurist. I leave it to pre- 
sumptuous arrogance, to a species of party rancour which I 
disclaim, to take another course. 

So far I differed from General Hamilton in political opi- 
nion ; but all difference is now at an end. Death has swal- 
krwedup in victory ^ cruel and fatal victory, the narrow isth- 
mus that separated from this great luminary, those with 
whom I act. I know that ancient writers urge with force 
and propriety, and that modem politicians acknowledge, as 
with one accord, the necessity of frequendy laying before 
the people, by way of admonition, and to put them on their 
guard, the vices of great men, even after death has destroy- 
ed the power of repetition. But were I asked whether Ge- 
neral Hamilton had vices; in the face of the world, in the 
presence of my God, I would answer, no. Like all men he 
sometimes erred; but I cannot admit, that even his errors 
were those of the heart. He was human, and therefore not 
perfect. But if we correctly judge of human perfection by 
furity of hearty by rectitude of intentioUy I hesitate not to 
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say, that, m my opinion, General Hamilton was most per- 
fect. 

Hiff private virtues, his public services, his great abili- 
ties, involuntarily excite in toe the warmest esteem for his 

memory* 

Ot his private virtues there is no diderence ot opikiion# 
AQ itien of all parties, speak of them with rapture, and a^ 
inowledge them with admiration. To these, vice pays vo- 
luntary homage. The plotting, mischievous citizen, whose 
bloody hand, guided by cool malignancy, terminated his 
existence, will acknowledge them. In all the private rela- 
tions of life he was honest, faithful, generous, and humane. 
His heart was the seat of every manly virtue. No man 
ever impeached his integrity with any colour of justice. Iff 
vain have party collisions and rancour ransacked public re- 
cords, and exhausted private inquisition for a blemish. The 

fatal catastrophe proves, that, like Aristides, he chose to 
yield his life, rather than his integrity. Such a man, what' 
ever were his political ofinionsy irresistibly commands our 
esteem* 

His public services were many, splendid, and great. 
From these, nothing but deplorable infatuation, nothbg 
but fiery zeal, unmixt with aray of reflection, can with-hold 
a lasting glow of admiration and gratitude. The friend of 
liberty, he who for a moment reflects that out of the revolu- 
tionary congest, that chaos of clashing elements, arose a 
WORLD OF FREEDOM, cauuot but Venerate the memoiy of 
those who, as it were, created it. In this most glorious, most 
useful, most splendid of earthly scenes, Hamilton perform- 
ed a. conspicuous-— shall I not say a disinterested, a patriotic 



part? Scarcely arrived at the " grisde of manhood ;'' glow- 
ing with patriotic fire, with military ^rdour ; he joined the 
creative phalanx, and signalized himself by constancy, by, 
perseverance, by yalour; and irradiated, with the rays of 
his superior genius, jail within the sphere of its presence. 
His vevolutiouary services entide him to our affection, and 
will endear his memory to all who are sincerely attached to 
our independei]ice» 

His. civil was more brilliant than his military, career* His 
'early efforts as a statesman, excel in utility and lustre his 
exertions in the field* Perhaps to him, more than to any 
Other man, we are indebted for the excellent constitution 
under which we live.. Whatever aberrations from republic 
can maxims, rigorous inquisition may have discovered in 
his efforts in the convention, I know not -, but this I may 
predict, fh)m what we do inenVy that his numerous essays, 
imder the tide of" ^Fepeealist," advpcating the principles 
and enforcing tl^e adoption of the constitution, will immor- 
talize hi$ oaine, and render him illustrious when every me- 
mento of the cavilling witlings of the day shall be swept 
from the records of time, and bi^ried in everlasting forget- 
fulness* I think I am not incorrect when I say, that these 
essays are the ablest political papers in the world. T^^y are 
replete with lessons of wisdom, clothed in unusual elegance. 
They are the production of a mind naturally capacious and 
enriched with all the lore of learning. I read them with 
renewed pleasure and instruction. Amidst the afflictions of 
the relatives of the deceased, it cannot but be pleasing to 
witness statesmen and jurists * resorting to this elementary 
work as an unerring standard by which to test and determine 
matters in controversy- 

* See Tucker's Blackstone and Debates in Congress. 
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THE MERCANTILE ADVERTISER. 

The remains of the late General Hamiltok were on Satur- 
day afternoon deposited in the ^^ house appointed for ell liv- 
ing." The mournful procession moved from his friend Mr% 
Church's in Robinson-street, about eleven o'clock, in the or- 
der directed by the Committee of Arrangements ; and it was 
not until near two that the rear reached Trinity Church, so 
numerous were the citizens who joined in paying this last 
tribute to the memory of the illustrious dead. We never 
witnessed, in this country or in Europe, on any similar oc- 
casion, so general a sorrow, such an universal regret, or 
a ceremonial more awftd hnd impressive. 

The arduous task of delivering an Oration over the ho/iy 
of the deceased, was cominitted to the ^lendid talents of 
Mtv Gouvemeur Morris ^ and he executed it in a manner 
highly honourable to his feelings. He sought not, in the 
course of it, to inflame those passions id the pepi^e which 
had already risen to no ordinary height, but touched lightly 
on the circumstance which produced the lamentable event ; 
and dwelt with peculiar felicity on the public and private 
virtues, the uncommon talents, the great usefulness, the 
inflexible integrity, and the real patriotism of his departed 
friend. His discourse was necessarily short, for his sensibili- 
ty sometimes almost deprived him of the power of utterance. 



the commercial advertiser. 

Thus has the last kind ofiice been performed by our be- 
reaved, afflipted city, to the remains of our country's bright- 
est ornament. In the long train of mourners on this melan- 
choly occasion, every countenance was covered with sadness, 
ever}' heart oppressed with sorrow. Never, but at the loss 
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of our beloved Washington, has the voice of mourning 
been so impressively heard, nor the grief of our citizens so 
universally and emphatically expressed. Well may our city 
and our country mourn !«-^Hamilton, in the prime of life, 
and the vigour of talepts and of usefulness, has been hur. 
ried to an untimely grave ! He whose unequalled skill, and 
undaunted courage at the siege of York*Town, gave victo* 
ry tp our arms, and peace to our country — ^whose transcen* 
dent talents, and unwearied efibrta, contributed essentially 
to the erection of our national fabric-*— ^who organized our 
financial system, and established our public credit— ^who was 
the favourite counsellor and friend of Washington-T«who in- 
variably sacrificed private gain, and personal honour at the 
shrine of public good— pwhose comprehensive, powerful and 
intuitive mind formed the boast and g^ory of America— the 
illustrious, the eloquent Hamilton, has fallen by the hand of 
a desperate and relendess foe ! 

Who would believe, had not the fact evinced it, that the 
son of the venerable President Burr, that model of christian 
patience, charity, and meekness, whose instruction, and 
whose example equally tended to impress the utmost kindness 
and good-will to all men — fthat the son of such a man, the 
second officer in the United States, should, in direct viola- 
tion of the laws of heaven and of his own state — in violation 
of the most sacred principles of religion and morality, and 
after every means of reconciliation on the part of the unfor- 
tunate deceased, that was consistent with honour (as we are 
informed) had been exhausted-^should take a cool and dead- 
ly aim against the Jirst citizen of our country— the father of 
a numerous family — the husband of a most affectionate 
wife — an ornament to his country and to human nature ? 
Could nothing but his blood atone for a few hasty expres- 
sions, indiscreet as they regarded his personal safety, but 
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faooesdy intended for the public good, and autliomed bj 
eveiy just principle of an elective govenunent i Could no- 
tfiing allay the cool, persevering resentment of his antagonist, 
but the heart's blood of such a man ? 

Well ! he is gone ! Gone, widi the tenderest esteem, the 
highest respect, the most afiectionate tears, that ever fell on 
the tomb of a public character ! He has gone, we trust, to 
receive the rich reward of his ^ labours of love"— of the ma- 
ny and great exertions for his country's welfare. Trusting 
in the merits of his Saviour — ^penitent for his past sins — ^for- 
giving even the foe from whom he received his mortal 
wound — he is gone amidst the gush of sorrow* firom the eyes 
of weeping thousands, to receive that recompense of re*- 
ward, which is the meed of the truly upright and benevo* 
lent* 

On this deeply affecting subject much more could be said : 
but we pause , -   

^ To those who know him not, no words can paint, 
" And those who knew "him, knoiv all words are faint* ^ 



^<^' 



TliE following will show the impression made by the 
melancholy event in Philadelphia. 

TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

The Citizens of Philadelphia, Southwark, and the North- 
em Liberties, assembled agreeably to public notice, for the 
purpose of adopting proper measures for the expression of 
thfjir grief at the untimely fate of their deceased fellow-citi- 
zen, Major-General Alexander Hamilton, their admi- 
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ration 6f his virtues and his talents — and their gratitude for 
the eminent services, which as a soldier and statesman, he 
has rendered to his country— 

R'esohe, That a National tribute of respect to the memo- 
ry of departed Heroes and Statesmen, not only excites an 
emulation of their glorious example, but constitutes the pu- 
rest reward of their toils and their virtues ; and that such a 
tribute is justly due to the memory of Alexander Hamil- 
ton. • 

That in imitation of the pious example of the deceased, 
in the closing scenes of his life, exhibiting an illustrious 
proof of the benign influence of the religion of oiu* forefa* 
thers, the citizens, in their respective places of worship, on 
Sunday next, will render their [M-ayers of thanksgiving to 
GOD, for his goodness in having blessed our nation with * 
Hien of talents to discern, and of virtue to pursue, her safe- 
ty, her honour, and her welfare ; and especially for having, 
thus long, continued to us the eminently useful talents of the 
deceased. . 

That the Clergymen of the several denominations be re- 
quested to expatiate on the same day upon the irreligious 
and pernicious tendency of a custom, which has deprived 
our country of one of her best and most invaluable citizens, 
and has proved so fatally destructive to the happiness of his 
family* 

That arrangements be made for having the bells through- 
out the city muffled and tolled during the day, and that the 
Merchants will direct the Masters of their ships in the har- 
bour to display their flags half mast high. 
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That, as a further demcMistratioii of our grief far his loss 
and our respect and affection for his memoiy, such of the 
cidzens as may, consistendy with dieir peculiar religious 
principles, will wear black crs^e round their left arm for 
thirty days* 

That a copy of die proceedings of this meeting be trans* 
mitted by the Chairman to die Mayor of the city of New* 
York— and that the sincere and heart-felt condolence of 
the citizens of Philadelphia, Soutbwark, and the Northern 
Liberties, be tendered to him and to his fellow-cidzens, for 
the loss which the state of New-York and the United States 
of America, have sustauned in the death of General Ha- 

ICILTON* 

That a committee be appointed to carry the foregoing re- 
solutions into effect, and to make such further arrangements 
relative thereto, as may be suitable to the occasion ; and that 
the following gendemen compose the committee : 

John C. Stocker, Thomas Fitzsimons, Geo. Latimer, 
Elias Boudinot, Jacob Sperrf , John K. Kelmuth, Godfrey 
Haga, Joseph Marsh, Thomas Haskins, William Lewis, 
William Rawle, Manuel Eyre, and Joseph Grice. 

Akd, that the proceedings of this meeting be subscribed 
by the Chairman and Secretary, and published in all the pa- 
pers of the city* 

THOMAS WILLING, Chairman. 
Attest, WM. MEREDITH, Scc^ry. 

At a meeting of the Members of the Bar of the city of 
Philadelphia, held at the Court-house, on Monday, the 16th 
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of July instsmty the following reeolutions were unanimously 
adopted : — - - 

Resohed^ That, uitlting in the general grief for the death 
of Alexander Hamilton, we feel it our duty to testify our 
deep regret for his loss, as a member of the profession to 
which he had returned, after a series of public labours,^ in 
which the eminence he attained was only surpassed by the 
variety of his excellence ; in which exalted genius, incessant 
industry, and disinterested patriotism, enlightened and de- 
fended, enriched and dignified a nation which must ever feel 
for him the strongest obligations of gratitude, affection, and 

In the general testimony of sorrow^ we claim the right of 
adding our peculiar tribute, and of deploring the loss which 
the science of Jurisprudence, selected by him for the con- 
cluding employment of his valuable life^ has sustained by 
his untimely and unexpected end* 

Resohed^ That the Members of the Bar in the city 
oi Philadelphia, in testimony of their sorrow for .the death 
of Alexander Hamilton, Counsellor at Law, will rc- 
gpectively wear black crape on their hats, for the space^df 
thirty days* 

JARED INGERSOLL, Chairman. 

JOS. HOPKINSQN, Sec'ry. 



At a meeting of the Students at Law, in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, convened at the county Court-house, the .16th inst* 
for the purpose of adopting proper measures to testify their 
respect for the memory of Alexander Hamilton, Esquire, 
Counsellor at Law : 



£ ivdi UfumlfMusly SesoheJ-^Thzt having lon^ conteni- 
plated the virtues and talents of Alexander HXfiiLTOK, i^ 
a bright and eminent object of imitation, they sincerely de- 
plore the loss which they and their country hatve susta^ed, 

ih being deprived of his example. 

< 

TRAf as a memorial of the lively sensibility whidi hH 
httn excited by his death, they will wear black crape od 
their hats for thirty days. 

JOHN E. HALL, Chmrmm. 

* Geo. Cltmer, junr. Secretary* 

In consequence of the ^intelligence of General HahiI- 
ton's death, the bells of Christ Church were muffled on 
Saturday and yesterday: and the colours of the shipping 
in tht harixMir were displayed^ on Saturday, at hsdf mast* 



The Gazettes of Philadelphia were distinguished on this 
occasion by the heartfelt effusions of sorrow, which th6y con- 
tained. The following extracts from the Political Register, 
ar^ eminently entided to notice for their elegance, the!^ pa- 
thos, and their discrimination. The two first are from th^ 
pen of the editor. Major Jackson, who was a fellow scddief 
with Hamilton, in our revolutionaiy war. The last, it will 
be seen, is from a correspondent. 

FROM THE POLITICAL REGISTER. 

' The mail from New-York of this morning, confirms the 
melancholy, the heart-rending intelligence of the DEAt^ of 
Gen. Hamilton. The mourning countenance of oiir citi- 
i!ens...the anguish of his friends...the tears of his coundy^ 
men, proclaim their sense of his worth, and offer a jiist 



tribute of gratitude to his memory*^ To the honour of our 
fi^sp^cteTy let it be recorded, that those who entertained un* 
ceasing jealousy of his superior powers, while living..«with 
Iipnourable feeling lament him dead. After Washington, 
(^ho ^one surpassed him)...after the first of Men and 
greatest of heroes, who has rivalled Hamilton in useful- 
^ess tP our country ?...io attach^ient to its interests ?..^in ui^- 
ceasing labour, in the e:icerti0n of the most splendid talents 
^r its welfare ? The generous and gallant Soldier, the wise 

and yirtuous Statesman, the eloquent and accomplished 
Orator, the ardent and magnanimous Patriot, has fal-i^ 
l^n the victim of unyielding honour, and inflexible iate« 

'Sii^ memory i3 e^iahsilmed ip the esteepa and affection of 
Jpls contei^porarips, ^d will be cpnsecratt^d by the gratiti^^? 
of his CQuntxy to future ^ges* 

Thus hath fallen, prematurely fallen, the Hero, to whose 
military ardpur and acconKplishments America confessed the 
highest obligation; the Civilian, from who^e lui^inpus 
and correct mintf-proceeded that invaluable commentary on 
the Constitution of the United States, which essentially con- 
tributed to insure its adoption ; the Statesman, to whose 
talents we are indebted for the organization of our finances, 
and .the establishment of our public credit; the JyRiUT and 
th^ Scholar, whose combination of intellectual ppwers 
formed the boast and ornament pf our country ; the Patri- 
qT, whp ^ve, \yith glowing zeal, to that country, the in- 
creasing effort? of hi? superior mind ; and the Man, who, 
endeared to his friends by eveiy tender and enobled qiiali^ 
of the heart, received in return the truest affection, and the 
most respectful esteem. 
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SAME PAPER. 

When we say that Hamilton is dead ! we can add no- 
thing to the cause of grief..«When we remember how he liv- 
ed, we can add nothing to the lustre of his fame. Eulogium. 
sinks languid on the swelling heart; it gives no throb un* 
felt before, it cites no worth unlknown. If the pathetic voice of 
Cicero were to speak, even from the gloom of the tomb, it 
could open no new source of regret, it could raise no new 
emotion of sorrow. Deep and solemn is the grief of a peo- 

* - * 

ple...the tide swells from ten thousand fountains : the torrent 

• .-■.•./. 

rolls in a resi3tless course. If the great Spirit of our depart* 
ed glory will linger but alitde, and delay its ardent flight ta 
the prepared mansions of eternal bliss, it will witness that 
we are not ungrateful, it will behold the pure and convul- 
sive tributes of unaffected wo* His virtues are reflected 

.... • 

from countless tears ; and men say he is lost ! as if nothing 

« 

was left. The great Hope of Ithe nation is sunk...Party ragie 
is overwhelmed in the flood of lamentation, and all men 
unite in unfeigned eulogiums on the splendid talents, the 
pure patriotism, the spotless integrity, the noble, disinter- 
ested nature of the lo§t Hamilton ! 

SAME PAPER. 

The deplorable termination of Gen. Hamilton's career 
of usefulness to his country, and glory to himself, has excitf 
ed, among all denominations of ^ our fellow-citizens, those 
strong emotions of sympathy and grief, which his long and 
faithful public services, his great and splendid talents, hid 
firm and inflexible integrity, his active and undaunted bravefi 
ry, his noble, disinterested, and magnanimous patriotisiQ, 
demanded from a just and grateful people. 

The soldier of the Revolution laments, in deep affliction, 
the loss of the Hero, who was the generous and aflection-t 
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ate friend of his youth — ^the unwearied and gallant associate 
of his toils and dangers — and under whosQ auspices the ho- 
nour and glory of our country never would have faded, nor 
its independence and happiness have ever been subverted* 

The Agriculturist, the Merchant, and the. Artificer, re- 
gret, with unaffected concern, the death of the STAT£;sif an, 
by whose indefatigable labour, and exalted genius, pur fi- 
n^inces were restored tp order and arrangement ; public ere- 
dit was established i commerce invigorated ; nianufactures 
revived ; and the nieans of our present unexai^pled prosperi- 
ty, and growing greatness, brought into fuU and active ope- 
ration. 

The lawyer deplores the loss of a brother Civilian, the 
purity of whose professional life, in all the rage for party de« 
famation, has never been questioned — ^whose eloquence and 
learQiQg had neither rival nor detractor— rwhose talents never 
were exerted in the cause of injusticer-cever yielded to the 
insolence of power, nor justified the practice of oppression. 

Thi; friend of science moum$ over our privation of the 
S(:hqjlar, whose mind was the seat of the highest intellec- 
tual endowment^; — whose genius had penetrated the inmost 
recesses qf literature, and whose invagination was as brilliant 
and vigorous, as hi^ judgment was intuitively strong. 

The Moralist and the Christian, while indignant at the 
powerful, but wicked and barbarous law^, which custom 
has prescribed and sanctioned, weep over the lamentable 
sacrifice, which a high and delicate 3ense of honour, a pure 
and ennobled regard tp fame and reputation, have yielded 
to jealousy and resentment. 
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The liberal and patriotic Ministerialist, with what ardour 
and violence he may have opposed the Founder of Federal 
politics, while living, is yet grieved, sincerely grieved, that 
our nation should be deprived of powers which conferred 
honour upon man. 

And the Federalist, who has long listened with wonder 
9pd delight^ to the just precepts of political science which 
have issued from his lips — ^who has surrendered to his wb* 
dom and integrity, the post of his Protector, and most in- 
fluential of his advisers, is overpowered with anguish for his 
fiiendTT-^d §|i4^s into despondence for his country. 

AMICUS. 



The editors of the United States Gazette, long known as 
the leading federal paper of the Middle States, expressed 
themselves in the following beautiful and energetic lan- 
guage. 

When a great man falls, his nation mourns. When a 
great man and a political father falls, in the midst pf his 
days ; " in his full strength ;** in the very vigour of his age ; 
at the noontide of his usefulness ; his bereaved nation suf- 
fers deep afRiction. When such a man falls, aside from the 
ordinary course of nature ; cut off by the hand of violence ; 
and sent suddenly, and prematurely, to be numbered with 
the silent dead ; his fall is yet more deeply and peculiarly 
bewailed — Such a man has fallen in our nation — Such a 
man, such a father, was Alexander Hamilton ; and in such 
a manner has he fallen ; in the midst of his days ; " in his 
full strength ;" in the very vigour of his age ; at the noon* 



J 
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tide of his usefulness ; cut off, alas ! by the Itatid of i'ld- 
ience. His fall is very deeply and pecuIiaHy bevi^ailed hf 
his mourning countr}% Of the independente of th^ nation, 
he was a bold assertef , a brave champion ; of her invaluable 
constitution, a most able expositor and defendct- ; of hel* 
infantine prosperity, political and comiliercial, a most assi- 
duous and successful promoter ; of her maturity, the pride, 
the boast, the brilliant ornament ; of her futufe hopes, the 
darling object ; — of hopes, alas ! how fatally disappointed f 
how suddenly, how prematurely blasted ! 



A CORRESPONDENT of Mr. Poulson, in' the Americajtt 
Daily Advertiser, thus eloquently vents his grief : 

Our Hamilton, alas ! is ho more* Hamilton ! the pride 
and ornament of his country, now sleeps in the tomb. We 
have lost him in the meridian of his days. Those resplen^ 
dent abilities which gave lustre to our nation, have sunk, 
prematurely sunk, into the grave. The luminous and ex- 
panded intellect, so often the theme of our admiration, and 
our praise, is no longer to instruct and delight us. That 
eloquence to which Courts and Senates have listened widi 
rapture, is forever done. His bereaved country, in humble 
submission to the will of Heaven, will bear, yet mourn 
their loss. They will cherish the recollection of the exalted 
energies of his mind, of the endearing attributes of his 
heart. They will consecrate his niemofy by their sorrows 
and their tears. We are often called upon to deplore tfie 
loss of men, trhose amiable qualities have endeared them t6 
the circle of their private friehds. When the Hero falls, the 
tears of his country fall with him. The statesman, the se» 
natdr, and the patriot, spread By their death a g^n^ral afflic- 
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tioo* But it is our lot to bear the aggrarated grief that 
arises at the loss of all these characters. Hamilton, beloved 
by his friends, endeared to his family ; the statesman, the 
senator, the patriot, the hero, is gone. At the faU^ of such 
a naan, grief is silent, and eloquence muses eulogiuoAs which 
cannot be expressed. 

The citizens of New-York, m a manner honourable to 
the character of our country, have upon this occasion for* 
gotten their pohtical distinctions, and all joined in demon- 
strations of sorrow at departed greatness. The presses in 
that city under the conduct and support of the political ad- 
versaries of General Hamilton, announce his death with ap^ 
propriate lamentation. Citizens of Philadelphia, citizens of 

merica ! you will all share in the testimonies of grief at de- 
parted genius. The solemn and affecting death of the zeal- 
ous defender of your revolution, of the companion in arms 
6f your Washington, of the eloquent expounder of your 
coidstitution, claiins^ a general mourning.' 



The Port Folio thus btroduces the subjects 

** Imperial Honour's awful hand 
Shall point his lonely bied. 

'tWis morning intelligence of the death of Major General 
Alexander Hamilton has saddened this city, and will 
long af&ict the nation. He was killed by the Vice-President 
of the United States in a duel, fought on the Jersey shore^ 
on the morning of the 11th of July. Whether General Ha- 
milton was, or was not, a victim to private malignity, fo- 
mented by party rancour, his untimely death will be per- 
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manently regretted by every American who remembers the 
signal services, both in the cabinet and in the field, which 
this accomplished Scholar, this valiant Soldier, this saga- 
cious STATESMAN, has rendered to a country, which, with- 
out his courage and counsels, would have long since moul* 
dered into insignificance, or maddened into anarchy." 

At die conclusion of the article Mr. Dennie breaks forth 
in the fq^owing elegant strain of lamentation : 

^' Thus has perished, in the prime of life, and in the midst 
of his usefulness, Alexander Hamilton, the man of exalt" 
ed sentiments^ and extensive views^ whose theories guided the 
statesman, whose eloquence influenced senates^ whose delicacy 
might have polished courts^ and whose versatile talents bles- 
sed mankind. He has fallen, not in the course of nature, 
not jeopardizing his life in- the high places of the field, but 
by a private and petty hand....and his perplexed and sorrow- 
ing country makes the pathetic interrogatory of the royal 
Psalmist: 

KNOW YE NOT THAT THERE IS A GREAT 
MAN FALLEN THIS DAY IN ISRAEL? 

Upon opeqing the General's wiD, there was found enclos- 
ed in it a letter to his wife, written on the 4th inst. in which 
he tells her, that he had endeavoured, by all possible means, 
to avoid the duel, but that he found it impossible, imless 
by acting in a manner which would jusdy forfeit her esteem. 
That he should certainly fall, and she would receive that 
letter after his death. He begs her forgiveness for being 
the cause of so much pain to her, and earnestly entreated 
her to bear herself up under that load of grief with which 
she would be overwhelmed, placing a firm reliance on a 
kind Providence who would never desert hcr» 

21 
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The subsequent Port Folio was entirely devoted to the 
subject. This paper (says Mr. Dennie) is consecrated to 
the Memorial of Alexander Hamilton, of whose afflict- 
ed Country, bereaved of her brightest, greatest, and most 
stedfast hope, it may be appropriately said, in the words of 
an eloquent ancient* 

Quae cum magpia modis multis miranda videtur, 
Gentibus humanis regio, visenda fertur. 
Rebus opima bonis> multi munita virum vi» 
Nil. tamertf hoc babuissc viro prsclarius in te 
Nee sanctum magis et carumque videtur. 

[Then follows die correspondence, accompanied by the 
letter of Bishc^ Moore ; to which are subjoined the ^^ fune- 
ral obsequies," the " funeral oration," and the best written 
eulogiums that have appeared in the various papers* The 
following paragraphs, from Mr. Dennie's own polished 
hand, close ^^ the memorial."] 

** The elegant encomium, with the signature of " Amicus," 
which we reprint from the Register, is an eloquent and af- 
fectionate tribute to the memory of the illustrious dead. 
We add, with peculiar pleasure, that with one disgraceful 
and infamous exception, the editors of the daily papers of 
Philadelphia have manifested their respect for the memory 
of Hamilton, in panegyric the most pathetic, liberal, inge- 
nious, and sincere. 

With respect to the city at large, its grief has been, by 
no means, limited in extent, or feeble in expression. Thrust- 
ing aside, as unworthy consideration, the rancorous jaco- 
bin, the scoffing deist, the snivelling fanatic^ and the imported 
scoundrel, we have heard the voice of deep lament from 
every side. All, who hccve a tear for pity^ all good and true 
men, all genuine Patriots, the votaries of Christianity, the 
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votaries of Genius, every magnanimous, every virtuous in- 
dividual, have bewailed rfie private loss, and the public cola- 
tnity. On the Saturday, when this national misfortune was 
first reported in the city, the Editor, as he took his melan- 
choly rounds, was struck with the contemplation of the ge- 
neral anxiety ; and when he beheld those who wept for the 
fall of Hamilton, and those " who were indignant at its 
cause^^ he could not avoid remembering a picturesque de- 
scription by a great historical Painter, " Neque populi aut 
pkbis ulla vox ; sed attoniti vultus, et conversae ad omnia 

aures* Non tumultus, non quies ; sed quale magni metus 

et j»f AGN^ iRiE silentium est»" 

We have remarked, with signal satisfaction, that with 
very few exceptions, the respectable Society of Friends 
haye testified a sincere regret for the hapless lot of Hamil- 
ton. Though their peculiar tenets preclude a Sad Ostenty in 
memory of the dead ; though they wear no inky cloaks nor 
customary suits of solemn blacky yet theirs is the sagacity to 
discern the value of a great Statesman, and theirs is the si- 
lent soprow which niuses at his loss, 

' ^*^ The friends of the Editor are very respectfully noti- 
fied, that the publication of the Port Fplio has been postpone 
ed that he might present a complete aqd accurate view of a 
most sinister event, which has overwhelmed America with 
affliction. Notwithstanding his utmost pains, and his fer- 
vent zeal to exhibit all that is plausive and respectful of that 
greatness and goodness^ so conspicuous in the character of 
General Hamilton, it is apprehended some omission or 
some error may appear from the very eagerness of the 
Editor to do ample justice to the subject. Hereafter, the 
column of Hamilton's fame may be indicated by no ran- 
dom or feeble hand. Meanwhile, I thus remember the pa«» 
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thetic prophecy of the classic Historian, Which Tacitvs 
has not applied with more truth to Julius Agricola, than it 
may be s^plied to Alexander Hamilton* 

Quidquid ex illo amavimus, quidquid mirati sumus, man- 
£T, MAKstTRUMqxjE cst in animis hominum, fama rerum. 
Nam multos veterum velut inglorios et ignobiles oblivio ob» 
ruet. /&, Posteritati narratus et traditus, superstes erit. 



Extracts will now be indiscriminately presented from 
various odier papers in the order they appeared. They will 
all serve to show, that the tears which flowed on the death of 
Hamilton were not confined to a few men, nor to a particu- 
lar party ; but that it was the nation who wept for his loss. ' 

The following eminently beautiful lines, marked equally 
by delicacy and pathos^ first appeared in the American Ci* 
tizen. We presume from the signature, they are from the 
pen of Mrs. R ■, a Lady whose effusions have some- 

times heretofore adorned the columns of the Morning Chro- 
nicle* 

THE GRAVE OF HAMILTON. 

Soft beam thy rays, fair daughter of the skies, 
With rich profusion gilding o*er this scene 
Of deep repose and death : each vagrant breeze 
Lies husVd within its cell, in seeming fear * 

The solemn calm of nature should be broken— 
Save when a solitary zephyr's sound. 
Sighing, in monrnful,cadence9 thro* the trees, 
Seems like a parted spirit's whisp'ring voice 
Which tells of wo to come— - 
A chilly horror rushes thro' my frame, 
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At o^'erthis sad sepulchral scene I tread, 

With slow and winding step—- lest on some granre 

Haste might impel my feet —Nor you, ye wise. 

Smile at the superstition fond, which deems 

The act unholy, and a sacrilege 

To nature^s laws : Oh ! rather join and pay 

The reverence due to nature*s sad remains. 

This is the spot my wand ring feet have sought. 

The last receptacle of him, who once 

Was great and good^alas ! how far beyond 

The reach of common natures : his it was 

To blend each nobler quality which forms 

The soldier, statesman, and endearing friend^ 

In happy union—- his the feeling heart. 

Which to the tender charities of life 

Beat in kind unison— tV electric power 

Of Genius was his own, in such degree 

That all stood mute before him. Awful lesson 

To man's fond vanity — ^that Hamilton, 

Whose wisdom, goodness, valour, were almost 

Beyond all parallel, has bow'd beneath 

Death's iron sceptre \ and but late entomb'd 

That eye, whose lijg^htning spoke the soul within ; 

Those lips, whosesounds in pleasing fetters held 

£ach ear attentive, mouldering in the dust.... 

Bright dart the moon-beams o'er his lowly grave* 

And, by their silv'ry light, methinks I read 

A name to him allied — his eldest Hope ! 

Heart-piercing sight ! here,, side by side arrang'd, 

Father and Son lie wrapt in long repose ! 

Alike untimely fallen, victims alike 

To honour— Tyrant of the feeling heart. 

Oh, hapless mother! widow'd wife ! what words 

Can paint thine anguish^? Scarce the streaming tears 

Which deep maternal sorrow taught to flow. 

Were dry'd from thy pale cheek, when this rude blow 

Struck at the beam of peace that still remained. 

And tore it from thy breast. May each blest power, 

Kind guardians of the good, with constant care 

Support thy grief-worn heart ; and resignation 

Upon thy bosom shed her healing dewr 
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Per him, who lies this sacred diist beneath. 
Vain is our deep regret — a nation's tears, 
A nation's prayers, could not avail to add 
One moment to his life : Yet to ourselves, 
A soothing, melancholy pleasure springs. 
From ev'ry tribute rendcr*d to his worth- 
How justly all must know. Fond mem'ry still 
Delights to trace the youthful warrior's steps 
From field to field ; but chiefly loves to dwell 
On southern plains, where York extends her bounds | 
Where, to the desp'rate charge his troops lie led. 
Then on the vanquish 'd foe benignly smil'd. 
Sure angels, from their bright abodes, look'd down. 
And blest a victory worthy of a hero. 
Unmark'd with blood's contaminating stain. 
Valour and Mercy, for his youthful brow, 
A laurel crown entwin'd with fairest flowers 
Perennial intermix'd — still shall it bloom, 
Tho* ** cold and motionless" the hand that won it. 
And to remotest ages give its sweets. 
But why recount his deeds in war or peace ? 
O'er all Columbia's wide extended shores 
His name, long since, was heard. Who did not know 
In worth and valour few were found his equals — 
In genius, none ? Then, be his well-earned fame 
Confided to a grateful people's care. 



CLARA, 



THE ALBANY CENTINEX. 

Those Citizens of Albany who are desirous of uniting 
to express their sorrow and regret at the loss our country 
has suffered in the death of one of its firmest citizens, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, are requested to meet at 
the City- Hall, at six o'clock this evening. 

CITY OF ALBANY. 

At a Common Council held in and for the City of Albany ^ at 
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the Ciiy^Hall of the said city^ on the 17th day of July^ 
1804: 

The Common Council having heard with extreme regret, 
the untimely and afflicting death of Major-General AL£X« 
ANDER HAMILTON : 

Resolved unarumously^ That as a tribute of respect to the 
memory of that exalted and most worthy man, the mem- 
bers of the Common Council and the Officers of this Corpo- 
ration, will wear a mourning crape on the left arm for the 
apace of six weeks. 

Extract from the minutes of the Corhmon Council^ 

RICHARD LUSH, President 

At a meeting of the Albany Military Association^ at Lewises 
City Tavern, on the 17th July^ 1804, 

Lieut* Col. Van Schaigk, President: 

The Association convened for the purpose of paying a 
suitable testimony of respect to the memory of Major-Ge- 
neral Alexander Hamilton — ^in whose death our Country 
has to deplore the loss of a Patriot, a Statesman, and a Sol- 
dier; our State, a dignified and illustrious Citizen; and 
genius, honour, and humanity, one of their brightest- orna*- 
tnents : 

Resolved unanimously^ That the Members of this Associ* 
ation will wear Crape as mourning for Major-General Alex- 
ander Hamilton, deceased, for the space of six weeks, and 
also on the first company parade and regimental review. 

Extract from the minutes^ 

John Will A RD, Secretary^ 
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THE ALBANY REGISTER* { DemOCrOticJ 

In our last we mentioned slightly, that Gen. Hamilton 
hand been mortally wounded in a duel with Col. Burr. This 
melancholy intelligence has since been confirmed, to the 
deep regret of all who admire genius, respect talents, or re- 
vere a dignified spirit q£ honour and integrity ; such was the 
spirit which animated the soul of Hamilton, and which com- 
manded for his personal character the veneration of all classes 
of citizens, not excepting the most decided of his political ene- 
mies : with these we have ever ranked ; but this consideration 
shall not check the expression of our feelings. Who is there, 
that will not mourn the loss of a man whose unrivalled elo«^ 
quence alone rendered him the ornament of his profession, 
and the pride of his country ? As a politician we did not re- 
gard him ; but as an exalted genius, as m. eloquent, brave, 
generous, frank, and honourable man, we ^hall ever lament 
his loss and revere his memor}% 



THE TRENTON FEDERALIST. 

In this day's Gazette we present our readers with the 
interesting correspondence between Gen. Hamilton and CoL 
Burr, preceding the fatal rencounter which has deprived our 
country' of one of its brightest ornaments. While we lament 
the supposed necessity which called the venerable deceased 
to the field of death, we should unite our griefs and mingle 
our tears with the thousands who are deeply bewailing the 
severe, and perhaps we might add irreparable, loss. An- 
other of the heroes of our revolution, anodier of the foun- 
ders of our republic, has been hurried to the tomb : An- 
other of the pillars of our commonwealth has been tumbled 
into ruins. Since the departure of our Washington, the 
death of no man has excited such general grief, or covered 
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tSur cbtintif with so general a mourning. Even those who 
were, while he lived, his political adversaries, seem to have 
buried their opposition in his grave, and many of them> la* 
menting the loss which their country and society have sus* 
tained, place themselves among the foremost to pay every tri- 
bute of respect to his splendid merits and transcendent abi- 
fities* Alas ! Hamilton, the sage-, the soldier, and the pa- 
triot, k tio more ! In the vigour of years, and in the midst 
of emmcnt usefulness, he has gone to the mansions of the 
dead. * Over his ashes it becomes the country he has served • 
with such devoted zeal, such inflexible integrity, and such 
prosperous success, to raiie some splendid inemorial which 
shall bid future generations venerate his name, and eimflate 
^is attachment to the pubfic welfare. But- ah I when we re- 
flect that no monument marks the spot- where repose* the 
ashes of our Washington, we fear this testimonial of grati- 
tude must be left to other times*— Like him, however, he 
has raised for himself a monument which shall defy the blast 
of ages to tarnish, or the corroding tooth of time to deface.^ 
Light be the sod which lies upon his breast ! Green be the 
grass which grows nptm his grave ! Eternal be the laurels 
which flourish round his tomb ! 



THE FEDERAL ARK. 



It is recommended to our fellow-citizens of Delaware, 
thaty foUowmg the example of their brethren of New-Yort 
and Philadelphia, they wear crape on the left arm for thir- 
ty days, in honour of the late General Hamilton. 

• * •  ' 

Time has been gathering to the tomb the heroes and 
sages of our 'revolution, and Hamilton, with his blushing 
honours thick upon him, has yielded to its omnipotent 
sway. 



• When lie felt,* the Genius of America^ recdDecting with 
gratitude, and swelling with grief, shed a tear to his me« 
mory, which blotted out for ever the imperfections of the 
man from the brilliant record of his virtnes. \ 

*  . 

Our tutelary genius presided at his birth..«»Nature was 
his foster-mother..,* Virtue bluslied not to call him her son.... 
Wisdom claimed him as her favourite scxi.4..Patriotism with 
rapture pressed him to her bosom, and Valour by her side, 
stalling on her caresses, resolved to complete die man. £n«« 
rolled in the Hst of our heroes,' thy name, Hamilton, shall 
never be forgotten* As a great man, in common with the 
worlds we admired ; in the circle of the private ckizen* we 
Ipved diee ; and^ as a champion in the cause of our Uber^^ 
we know not how to express to thee our gratitude. 

. l^E electric shock has appalled and paralized the coun- 
try. Party spirit forgoes its rancour; commerce, with its 
busy step, forgets its course ; the great and small alike pay 
the tribute of a tear, and feel, in the los^ of Hamilton, a 
national csdamity. Obeying, then, the impulse of our own 
feelings, let us join our fellow-citizens in paying die last sad 
tribute to his memory. 

a friend to departed merit. 

Mr. Coleman, 
•' ri" the following are not entirely unworthy of their exdt- 
t^ s\i1>ject, 3^ve them a place in the Evening Post. A. 

VERSES 

ON THE DEATH OF GENERAL HAMILTON. 

Soldiers of Freedom ! veil your eyes. 
For low ia dust your leader lies : 
No more his gleaming steel he draws, 
'the foremost in his country's cause. 
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Patriots ! who in the rolls of fame. 
Have nobly eam'd a glorious name ; 
With fnelting grief your loss deplore— 
The Second Washington's no more ! 

Ye Children of Columbia ! weep— 

Your Statesman's lock*d in death's long sleep i 

^nd, till the course of time has roU'd^ 

His like you never shall behold. 

Offspring of feeling ! o'er his bier 
Heave the swoln sigh, and drop the tear— ^ 
For others* wOt hit eye* knew well 
To pour their streams-H&i> breaa to swell. 

Poor widow 'd and dejectedlandl 
Where canst thou find, like hU, a hand 
To prop the fabric of thy state, 
And shield thee, like o*er-ruling fate I 

m 

Well may'st thou grieve, and hang thy head- 
Thy boast, thy guardian pom'r, is fled. 
Oh ! why, e'er Heav'n reclaim'd his mind, 
IVu not his « mande" left behind ? 



Trb following lines, considered as the production of a 
young Miss, only twelve years of age, a favourite of Ge- 
neral Hamilton's in his life time, will be read with some iiw 
merest : 

ELEGY, • 

ON THE DEATH OF GEN* HAMILTON. 

Haek ! w^ile the deep-toned, solemn, funeral bell^ 
Proclaims some Chief has bade the world farewell! 
Mark ! how they pay to worth the tribute due» 
While pitying tf ars the mournful cheek bedew. 
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WeD may they weep, and for his loss dejdcnf : 
His country's friend, great Hamilton's no more! 
Who will not sigh when virtue meets the doom. 
And generous worth is summon'd to the tomb? 
Bat in the feeling mind he'll ne*er expire. 
Still crouds shall bless him— blessing, still admire ^ 
Still shfJl he live, the favourite of Fame, 
Who thto' the worid shall sound his honoor'd name ^ 
Record the virtues in his soul combin'd. 
True to his friends^ nor to his foes unkind ; 
Candid ps truth, like innocence sincere, 
Ifiberal/ and just, whai other's faults appear; 
And w^en an error, or a vice he found. 
He sakn*d to add reproaches to the wound. 
Wh0n he fought nobly in his country's cause, 
'Twas not ambition of a vain applause. 
But from pure motives, like a patriot brave^ 
Her rights, her laws, her libertiesi to save— 
Shall, then, Columbia's sons their grief repress i 
Shall they not all their virtuous hero bless } 
Who is there now can unconcem'd appear. 
And from his memory withhoki the ttzi ? 
See, at the tomb, what mournful crouds attend. 
Oh ! patriot, hero, husband, father, friend ! 
Now free from cares, from mad revenge secure. 
Angels shall waft thee to those regions pure. 
Where worth like thine shall find its bright reward. 
And r ACTION'S murd'rous arm is never rear'd. 



THE NEW-HAVEN VISITOR, 

The painfiU task this day devolves on us of announcing to 
our readers ^n event at once awful and distressing. The 
illustrious Alexander Hamilton is no more ! He expired 
on Thursday last, of a wound received the preceding day, 
in a duel with CoL Burr. This fatal duel, which has de- 
prived the woridi of s^ great ^nd distinguished a character. 



J 
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priginated, we understand, not from any pardcular caus^, 
but from a long course of political animosity. 

SAME PAPER. 

We presunie our readers will pardon us for engrossing^ 
|his day's paper with accounts of the tragic scene in Newr 
^ork. We haye endeavoured to present the niost important 
parts of the whole to them, that they may, with one view, 
behold the deplorable consequences inseparable from a cus* 
toot that sets at defiance the laws of Crod and man, and \% 
f& barbarous as vicious. 

Iqr appears that the cause of this for ever to be lamented 
duel was of no great moment. The scene is opened with a 
^ifle apparendy as ^^ light as air ;" but soon becomes deeply 
interesting and a^ecdng. Its progress is marked with death^ 
a funerd, and bitterest weeping...In it we behold the Vice* 
President, the second Magistrate of five millions of people, 
|n direct contempt pf all law, all morality, all religion, and 
apparendy without any just provocation, raise his hand 
against, aitd deliberately destroy, the life of one of our first 
and most distinguished characters...a character who would 
do honour to any country, to any age, and who could not 
die without a naticm wept«..Let us imagine this venerable man, 
|liis great victim pf false honour, bleeding before us«..See, 



-*< Rolled in blood he gasping lies ; 



Too daring" man ; pride's ** noblest sacrifice : 
His snow-white bosom heaves with writhing paiQ^' 
The purple drops his snow white bosom stain \ 
His cheeks of rose are wan ; a deadly hue 
Sits' on his face that chills with lucid dew % 
Swiftly his colour fliesi he groans, he dies !" 

-Yes he dies, but his well-earned fame w:ill never die« 



It will ever b^ held in remembrance by his grateful countiy. 
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Among the papers, federal or democratic, which ha\F6 
done themselves honour by their manner of speaking of the 
late melancholy event, we particularly distinguish the Na- 
tional ^gis. The following elegant extract is from the pen 
of some gentleman who occasionly assists in writing for this 
print. , 

THE NATIONAL JEGIS. 

Death of General Hamikoru — ^I^he last Southern maih 

have brought to us a melancholy confirmation of this dis- 
tressing intel^gence. On Wednesday die 11th inst. at 8 

o'clock in the morning, he received a mortal wound in a 
duel with CoL Burr, and expired the day following, at 2 
oVlock ! The particulars, so far a9 they have transpired, 
will be found under the New-York head* The papers of 
that city having observed a cautious and gloomy silence on 
tills occasion, it is not in our power to satisfy the curiosity 
of our readers, by detailing all the dreadful circumstances 
of this disaster. Enough, however, is developed,' to awa- 
ken the sensibility, and to excite the keenest anguish of all 
those who are disposed to forget the lighter shades of politi- 
cal difference, in the overwhelming distresses of their fel- 
low-creatures. 

We notice, with pride and satisfaction, the axrangements 
which had been made among all classes of people, of what- 
ever profession or party, in the city of which he was an il- 
lustrious inhabitant, to render a feeling and unequivocal 
testimony of esteem for his character, of regret for his death, 
and respect for his memory. Personal resentment has been 
soothed, private animosity has been forgotten, and the spi« 
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tit 6t pzTty has been luUed to repose, by the coatemphtion 
of this calamitous event. 

The patriot, to whatever political sect he may belong, 
f-emembers in him, the firm, the enlightened, the profound, 
the inflexible StatesmafL The soldier looks back, with 
grateful devotion, on his revolutiona^ labours, and reveres 
the intrepid friend and companion of ^^ our Jirst and greatest 
revohuionary hero^ The man of letters mourns, with mil- 
der sorrow, the learned philosopher, and the accomplished 
scholar! — The admirer of eloquence dwells with rapture on 
the musical accents of his 'voice, the beautiful sublimity of ' 
his language, and the irresistible force of his persuasion !— ^ 
He who delights in the blandishments of life, and finds com- 
fort and consolation in the enjoyments of social intercourse, 
cannot withhold a tear when he calls to his mind the amia- 
ble and interesting traits in his character, which had won 
the ajBfection of all, who wpre comprised within the extend- 
ed circle of his acquaintance ! — His family*— But here, re- 
membrance is too painful ! — ^Within the narrow compass of 
two years — a wife* and a mother has followed to the grave, 
a son and a husband ; both victims to the same cruel and un- 
timely destiny ! — The annals of our Country do not record 
an instance of parallel distress ! We forbear to harrow up 
her soul by cold and unfeeling reflections on the manner of 
his death !*^If an inveterate and deep-rooted custom is ever 
to be exploded, it will be done, not by the labours of the 
moralist, or the threatenings of the preacher : Scenes of 
such poignant afiliction will sink deep on the memory, and 
will serve as an awful warning to the followers of that 
treacherous Phantom, which leads to beguile, and seduces 
to destroy. 
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YOK THE EVENIITG POST* 

AN IRREGULAR ODE* 

Haak! how the patting bdl 
Heaves to the gale its sullen swell s 
Andlo! in sorrow's poitip anaj'dv 

To the dun beat of death. 
The slowly moving cavalcade ! 

The half-suspended breath 
Scarce frees the straggling sigh ! 
And hallow'd tears bedew mute Beauty's eye- 
Now, o'er the mansions of the dead. 
Behold the solemn measured tread ! 
Arornid their slumb'ring Hero drawn. 
The silent Soldiers print the lawn— 
Now the long blaze 
Arrests the gaze ; 
The hollow vaults resound— 

The blazing sky. 
The thundering ground i 

The stedfast eye. 
More eloquent than Pitx's flow, • 

Proclaims the Soldier's manly wo* 
High o'er the scene the curling cloud aspires^ 
Fraught with a nation's fervid sighs 
The nnghty incense seeks the skies. 
And Heav'n approves the scene— ^or Hamilton expires I 

[In compliance with the wishes of the public here, Mn 
Nott's Discoiffse will make part of the next number.} 
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A COLLECTION^ Gfr; 



NMIL 



f ROM TfiE l^REDEKICK-TOWN UKtiAilb*' 

Death of General HamiUoTU — ON^this day it is but decent, 
d(nd indeed our emotions Would oblige us, to iftuffle the rude 
^oice of dissention and party conflict, in the nioumful task 
of condoling with our coimtry on a calamity, which nothing 
but the loss of her beloved Washington could exceed, and 
BO other visitation could equal. With ii^xpressible grief^ 
ti^ith a lies^ overfl6wing with sorrow^' and 6unk and deprea« 
^d under a sense of the common afBiction, we have to pr&p 
4ent a confirmation of tiie sad tidings thkt General Hamilton 
is no mot^ ! That our Hero and Patriot, our Statesman 
and Orator, the Benefactor of tMs nation and the Stay of 
her best and last hope^, the admiration' of Europe, whose 
glorious eniinence and combination of glories, nor Europe 
lior the World can this day surpass, that our Pride, our 
Boast, and our Dependence, is taken from us, ^' gone to hir 
death bed," ^^ faHen by too severe a fate," cut off in the 
grime of his maturity and the fulness of all his excellence !«« 

*^ Bih* die course of this orb, though maxkedrWas short. 
It iss set; never to return! — ^Thou sleepest the sleep of 
death ! But we are not unmuidful of thee, O Achilles ; in 
Ufe and in death thou art equally the object of our regard and 
veneration !" 
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Om such an occasion, and at such a moment as this, cfee^ 
distress but chokes inVenlioD, and would £un bimow utler«' 
ance for die last melanchc^ office. Casting our eyes on 
the space held by die veiy first man of all this land, and die 
great vmd which his sudden and deplorable fate now leaves, 
we can only apply die words of Edmund Burke in the ar<« 
ioar of his feelings for the loss of Johnson—-^ He has made 
a chasm which not only nodiing can fill up, but which no* 
diing has a tendency to fill up— Hamilton is dead— Let us 
go to the next best*^^There is nobody— ^No man can be said 
to put you in mind of Hamilton." — ^And still dwelling on his 
acknowledged ^periority in whatever is honourable to Our 
nature, with a full allowance for the general imperfections of 
dtat nature, and an admission of every infirmi^ partictklar- 
ty attributable to him, we may fiirther use the concluding 
sentiment of Burke'ii own biographer, that, ^^ With litde sd- 
loy, and so Aiuth sterling value, in realms in which great' 
teients ar^ frequent, and great virtues not rare, in the usual 
coiirse of intellectual and practical excellence, centuries may 
pass before Proifidence again- bestow an" Alexander Ha^ 
milton. 

The affecting ihanner in which his untiniely enH is an- 
nounced on all sides, and every where heard, and iii which 
sdl parties and all classes in the city of New-Vdrk Have joint- 
ed in public sympathy and lamentation, and the pomp of fu- 
Oeral' honours, now ** canonizes and sanctifies a character," 
which it was the purpose of Washington, in one of the last 
acts of his life, to record above all others. The truly Chris- 
tian manner of his dying, will also mterest every tender and 
virtuous mind ; and a more authentic account than the let- 
ter among the extracts here subjoined, will be impatiently 
Iboked for to explain the unfortunate circumstances which 
led to that death, in his duel with the Vice-President^ Gol^ 
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Burr, on Wednesday %he 11th inst. upon the Jersey shore ; 
where, by a like catastrophe, but two years since, the gmve 
robbed him of a son, and blasted all his fond expectation 
just as the bud of youthful promise was opeping into the 
bloom of manhood. Such a statement, it will be perceived, 
is expected in the Evening Post of Mr. Colemsm, than 
whom no man perhaps, out of the weepibg and bereft family 
of his illvLstrious friend, can more fervently bewail that loss 
virhich he knows so well how to appreciate. We shall deem 
it a duty to communicate whatever appears on this unhappy 
subject, of a nature to satisfy anxiety, or to afford consola- 
tion under the most awful and irreparable blow? which it 
Kvas possible for a people to sustain. 

SAME PAPER, 

O America ! veil thyself in black !— Deep mourns the 
£agle, with shattered wing, in some lone spot--its gayest 
plumage lost — the favourite, o^er whom it was wont to ho- 
ver, one cruel blow has severed from the world. The tears 
of the aged burst forth— *the withered hand trembles in 
grief — ^the youthful patriots mourn— ^Their Chief is fallen !— 
Haste ! even now he bleeds ! — ^e dies !.......Catch the stream 

that flows from his mighty heart, and pour it in thy veins- 
Cultivate the laurel for his memory, and earn a sprig to 
grace thy manly brows. In bliss above, his spirit is receiv- 
ed — the hand of mercy is stretched forth — joy rises on the 

soul. Ye hosts of heaven, assemble thy chosen choir — 

croud round the celestial throne — praise loud the song of 
glorj' — send forth its sound aa golden clarions— «— Behold, a 
Washington and a Hamilton, again in gladness and in 
triumph meet. — <?— 

PA3TOR4- 
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SAME PAPSB. 

Tie National Loss.-^BnotiZ resuming the mQurnfiil stib- 
ject which ^shrouded the last Herald, we must iretieye our- 
selves by expressing the uneasiness we have felt at a scrap 
under the name of an Anecdote, amidst our a^ptation inad- 
vertently let into the same paper, with something like an 
i^pearance of levity, when our Editorial thoughts were 
really occupied, as indeed they still are, with nothing but sad- 
xiess* For the present we have put by several communica* 
tions, and given up every other subject, since that of Gen* 
Hamilton's death alone engrosses the public attention ; • nor 
can we help regretting, for the sake <^ our country readers, 
that our paper is not large enough tp contain at fuU lengdi 
every thing which appears of an interesting and authentic 
nature relative to an event, which seems to have spread with 
the force of an electric shock, in all directions acce^ible to 
the better feelings, or even the compunctions of humanity* 
Not having it in our power to republish the whole as it 
should be, we must be content to fill up our columns witl| 

such selections from the i^ass of matter in the New-Yorl^ 

' ' '   ,  » 

Eyenbg Post, as may be thought most essential, noticing at 
the same time by way of introduction, whatever is most 
material in th^ rest4 
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WiTB respect to die fipieral hopours paid the illustrious 
deceased, there is a melancholy satisfaction in obser^'ing 
with what general devotion the preparations announced in 
pur last, have been carried into effect in the city of New^ 
York. The burial took place on Saturday the 1^ ; the 
procession was formed agreeably to the arr^gements pub- 
lished ; and the day exhibited a scene altogether one of the 
most ajBFecting in the annals of death, such as must indeed 
have been ^^ eaough to melt a monument of marble." Ac- 



< 9? ) 

fta&ng to ^appointment, Mr. Goiuremeur Morris, (pressed* 
^Hid Iidx>urixig under the weight of grief, delivered the ex« 
tempore address, which is the first article now republished 
jsk compliance with the expectations excited last week* In 
addition to what was done in New-York on the 14di, we must 
yDot pass by the tribute of grateful remembrance rendered by 
the citisens of Philadelphia, by several public bodies and 
Societies in both pities, by the Societies of Cincinnati gene- 
raBy, and partioulariy the resolutions of the Cincinnati of 
New-York, condding with the afflicted Widow of their 
Pre^dent-General, cherishing his fame widi the balm of 
.aflfection, and as a lasting mark of their respect voting a Mo* 
aument to his memory, with a suitable inscription, in Trini^ 
Church. Nor can we here forbear adverting to the singu^ 
lar degree of kindness publicly profiered by some on the faH 
^f this Great Man, who were most violently opposed to him 
^hile living ; as if obliged now by an irresistible impulse 
fMrhich they cannot help, to do justice to the virtues of his 
heart, and the noble pre-eminence of his mind ; and in^ es- 
pousing his last fatal wrong, to assert the whole tenour of his 
goodness, and defend him even from themselves* It is even 
impossible to attest his glory in stronger language, than diat 
used in Cheetham's American Citizen, where General Ha^ 
milton is represented (in the words) ** most perfect/' In 
|iuch instances, we would fain consider the present as sin* 
cere, and we would try to forget the j^ofl. 

IRelative to the causes which have produced all this 
pouming, the expected statement is now also given to the 
public* The correspondence which shows the cause 
of the duel, together with the General's observations left 
sealed up with his will, will be duly considered by the 
public* As to what passed on the ground, the short account 
which fdlows is all that the seconds of the parties have been 
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able to'agree upon* Widi respect to a material &ct or two^ 
whether General Hamilton fired at CoL Burr, or meant tp 
lire at all, it seems there has been a difference of c^unioiv 
But we think every bodf must acknowledge that Gen» H%> 
mihon's friend. Judge Pendletpn, has put the naatter beyond 
all doubt in the reasons.he has since assigned for his opinicm j 
and CoL Burr's second, Mr, Vap Ness, \% certainly mistake^* 
In the ps^r of observations, left sealed up by Gen« Hamilr 
ton, the reader will see that he had ^ resolved (in case of an 
^ importunity'') to reserve and throw axvay his first fire, anci 

had dioug^ts even of reserving his second fire, thus giving 
a double (^^rtunity to CoL Burr, to pause and reflect.'^ 
The circumstances so impressively stated by Mr. Pendleton, 
are conclusive evidence that his determination remsuned uiv- 
altered. He stood exposed to suffer death froni the fury of 
his antagonist, without an attempt to ii)flict it— rHe gave op 
his own life, so precious to the world, rather than offer to pr&> 
serve it by aiming at the life of his destroyer. Widi thi^ 
ill-fated magnanimity of spirit, the unrelenting malevolence 
to which he sunk a victim must now abide a contrast : — CoU 
Burr himself has the conviction to undergo, a conviction not 
much calculated, one would suppose, to add to his triumph 
or his happiness, that on a mere vague pretence of injury, h^ 
has committed the last great ivkyxry of all on a man, who, 
while in the very act of suffering it, was incapable of doing 
him harm, under the influence of those benigp principle^ 
which he chose rather to ratify with his blood than to offend 
against. 

We have said unrelenting maIevQlence.«.We should noj^ 
have said it, and thus contributed to prejudge his case, if 
there was any prospect of CoL Burr's becoming amenable to 
the laws, as he and his second ought to be. For himself he 
has fled to the southward, and there is no likelihood that bis 
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friend, Governor Bloomfield of New-Jersey, in which'state 
the crime was perpetrated, will demand his being deliver* 
ed up for trial. But if there ever was an instance, in which 
die law should take its course, this duel is one where every 
thiilg would call loudly for an example to be made* Ia 
most instances of the kind, arising from a violent provoca- 
tion, or from the sudden heat of passion, in which death 
ensues, juries, in their indulgence for human frailty, have 
been apt to get over the rigour of the law, and when they 
could not entirely acquit, have converted the offence into 
manslaughter only* But if murder be, what it is defined^ 
^' an unlawful killing with malice aforethought^ express or 
implied^'' if this constitute murder, we ask the reader to ac- 
company us through the whde of the correspondence and, 
narrative preceding the duel, in which the cause of quarrel 
is eiEplained, and then say whether there has not been on the 
part of Col. Burr, " malice aforethought^^ the most " express^ * 
wanton, and inplacable. 

W£ are thus confident in our expressions, because we 
kave seen every thkig offered in his behalf by his own Se- 
cond, but which does not in the least contradict the other 
statement ; which does not indeed attempt to introduce as a 
document in the aifair, a paper hitherto known only to CoU 
Burr and his Second, being a sort of communication which 
his Second was verbally to make (but did not make as he 
admits himself in the terms used) to Gen. Hamilton, on the 
subject of fancied wrongs to the character of Col. Burr^ 
from time to time supposed to proceed from Gen. Hamilton; 
but which communication, if it had been made, was only of 
a tendency to aggravate, and goes to confirm our belief of 
CoL Burr's " predetermined hostility," which nothing rea- 
sOnable could ever satisfy or appease... Yet,, as Mr. Coleman 
Jusdy remarks, ^^ this foisting a secret, and till now an iin- 



beard of paper, into the genuine correspondeBce (at laaitf 
shows in no equivocal manner, diat the wrker was conscious 
ihat the correspondence which really took place, presents » 
case no way favourable to his principal"..*Indeed it is now 
Aiatter of as;tonishment and indignation to us^ how the 
Morning Chronicle of N. York, the paper under CoL Burr'» 
control, should have had the audacity to assert, by way of^ 
assurance, ^\ that when a fair and candid statement was laid 
before the public, the conduct of Mr. Burr would be juatifi-: 
^d by every disinterested and unprejudiced man^.^^But we 
will freely leave it to every such man to decide. For our« 
selves, we are convinced that had CoL Burr, in the late con- 
test, succeeded in being elected Governor of New-York, our^ 
country would not now be deploring th^ tragic work of hid 
hand : But in the sullenness and mortification of disappoint- 
ment, he seems to have whetted up a desperate vengeance^ 
which was to lower Gen. Hamilton, who it is known, hadh 
not countenanced his recent pretensions with the Federali8t8# 
Else, had a jealous care of his reputatic«i been the sole mo- 
tive, why should those opponents, all the Clintons and the Li- 
vingstons, who have most openly and successfidly reprcd)ated^ 
him, have escaped his rage I If animosity for imagined in-' 
suit or defiance alone prompted him, where was all his fierce- 
ness and tenacity of honour, when, in the duel with hiar 
Aiend Swartwout, Mn De Witt Clinton exckdmed a wish 
** that he had the Principal there V^ But no ! '' Revolving- 
in the gloomy recesses of his mind," the resentment at CoL' 
Burr has taken a different turn; or rather the craft of his' 
malignly ha» sought a different object for its safer gfatifica-' 
tion L' and thus at the very moment in which it was insisted' 
that ^^ Federalists, and Federalists alone, voted for- CoL* 
Burr,'^ on his part he was plotting destruction to the main^ 
prop and hope of Federalism in these States. Surely we- 
have some right to complain ; surely this man has been de^ 
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tined to us for a curs^, and a vexation without end. But at 
tHis^ moment we forget every mischief but the present j we 
think not of him as a chief among the original authors of our 
political ruin, but we start with horror from those hand^ 
now reeking with the Uood of Hamilton«.«This last sin has 
swallowed up every other...It v& a spot which nothing can 
iPirash out.,.Col. Burr may,, if he {leases, enjoy the glory of 
this transgression..«but though he shares! not the fate of the 
wretch who fired the temple of £phesa8 to iet«rnize Ms n^me^ 
mrhick his countrymen would never afterwards repeaC ; though 
Col. Burr will be remembered and have celebrity, it will 
now be, because *^ 

« Damned to everlasting fame." 

It is impossible it should be otherwise : it is impossible we 
should restrain these sentiments, since we find the direful 
blow to have been the entire consequence and fixed purpose 
df his own subde, premed^ated, fiend^like rancour ; pursu- 
ing without remorse^ aAd as it were with an imprecsttion not 
to 'stop until he had pushed into the grave* He succeed- 
ed; the Genius of Evil was ascendant; and the most esti- 
mable arid distinguished of the survivors of Washington^ 
the orb of transcendent lustre^ the most " finished man in 
this exigent time," our guardian, beloved, and ever to be 
lamented Hamilton, fell !••• 

«< Oh what a fall was there, my CountryTtieti ! 
«< Then you smd I, and all of us fell down, 
'* Whilst bloody treason flourished over us.*' 
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Tbe fiDllowing Sermon has deservedly engagedanuniver* 
sal shat;p of public attentron. The successful manner in 
which the author combats the fashionable vice o£ duelling;, 
reqjuires that his produaion should be extensively circulated. 
The distant reader will here see in what terms a Minister 
of God, standing before hn altar,, feels himself justified in 
speaking of the virtues, talents, and public senaces,- of the 
gi^eat Hamilton. In the passage beginning with the apos* 
trophe ^ Afprbach and behold^ how elegdnt, how deeply af« 
fecting, how sublime, is he ! Perhaps a passage of equal 
length is not to be any where found, in our language, supe* 
rior to this» 



A DISCOURSE, 

Delivered in the North Dutch Churchy in the City of Albany y 
occasioned ^by the ever to be lamented Death of Generci 
AL£XA»a)£flL Hamilton — July 29, 1804. 

BY ELIPHALET JSTOTTj A. AT. 

PASTOR Ot THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN SAID CIT7» 



II. sAHUEL, I. 19. — Hcrw are the Mighty Fallen I 

The occasion explains the choice of my subject. A sub* 
ject on which I enter in obedience to your request* You 
have assembled to express your elegiac sorrows^ and sad 
and solemn weeds cover you» 

Before such an audience, and on such ah occasion, 1 
enter on the duty assigned me with trembling. Do not 
mistake my meaning.^ I tremble indeed — not, however. 
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through fear of failing to merit your applause ; for what have 
I to do with that when addressing the dying, and treading on 
the ashes of the dead — Not through fear of failing, j^sdy, to 
portray the character of that great man who is at once the 
theme of my encomium and regret : He needs not eulogy* 
His work is finished, and death has removed him beyond 
my x)eiisure, and I n^ouid fixidiy hope, through grace, above 
Tny praise* 

You will ask then, why I tremble ? I treinble to think 
that I am called to attack from this place a crime, the very 
idea of whidi almost freezes one with horror— ^a crime, too, 
"which exists among the polite and polished orders of socie- 
ty, and which is accompanied with every aggravation ; com* 
mitted with cool deliberation — and openly in the face of 
day J 

But I have a duty to perform. And diScult and awfut 
as liiat duty is, I will not shrink from it^ 

Wo^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^y t^ents were adequate to the occasion. 
But such as they are, I devoudy proffer them to unfold the 
nature and counteract the influence of |hat barbarous custom, 
which, like a resistless torrent, is undermining the founda- 
tions of ci\dl government — breaking down the barriers of 
social happiness, and sweeping away virtue, talents, and do- 
mestic felicity, in its desolating course. 

Another said an illustrious character— a iadier— *a gene- 
ral*— a statesman-*— the very man who stood on an eminence 
and without a rival, ampng sages and heroes, the future 
hope of his country in danger — this man, yielding to the in- 
fluence of a custom wh^ch deserves our eternal reproba- 
tion, has been brought to an untimely end* 
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That the deaths of great and useful men should be par* 
Ucularly noticed, is equally the dictate of reason and revelap 
tion. The tears of Israel flowed at the decease of good Jo* 
siAH, and to his memory the funeral women chanted the 
solemn dirge* 

But neither examples nor arguments are necessary to 
wake the sympathies of a grateful people on such occasions* 
The death of public benefactors surcharges the heart, and i|^ 
spontaneously disburdens itself by a flow of sorrows. 

Such was the death of WASHINGTON : to embalm 
who^e memory, and perpetuate whose deathless fame, we 
lent our feeble, but unnecessary services. Such, also, and 
more peculiarly so, has been the death of HAMILTON. 

The tidings of the former moved us — ^mournfully moved 
us-— an4 we wept. The account of the latter chilled our hopes, 
and curdled our blood. The former died in a good old age ; 
the latter was cut ofi* in the midst of his usefulness. The 
former was a custoipary providence ; we saw in it, if I may 
speak so, the finger of God, and rested in his sovereignty^ 
The latter is not attei^^ed with this soothing circumstance. 

The fall of Hamilton owes its existence to mad delibe- 
ration, and is marked by violence. The time, the place, the 
circumstances, are arranged with barbarous coolness. The 
instrument of death is levelled in day-light, and with well dU 
rected skill pointed at his heart* Alas ! the 'event has proven 
that it was but too well directed. Wounded, mortally wound- 
ed, on the very spot which still smoked with the blood of a 
favourite son, into the arms of his indiscreet and cruel friend 
the father felL 
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Ah ! had he fallen In the course of nature ; or jeopardise 
Sng his life in defence of his countiy, had he fallen-^ — But 
iie did not. He fell in single combat — Pardon my mis- 
take^^e did not fall in single combat. His noble nature 
refused to endanger the life of his antagonist. But he ex« 
posed his own life. This was his crime : and the sacred- 
ness of my office forbids that I should hesitate explicidy to 
declare it so. 

i. 

He did not hesitate to declare it so himself : " My reli- 
gious and moral principles are strongly opposed to duel- 
ing." These are his words before he ventured to the field 
of deatli. " I view the late transaction with sorrow and 
contrition." These are his words after his return. 

Humiliating end of illustrious greatness ! — How are the 

vughty fallen I And shall the mighty thus fall ? Thus shall 

,the noblest lives be sacrificed and the richest blood be spilt I 

Tell it not in Goth ; publish it not in the streets of Askehn ! 

Think not that the fatal issue of th^ late inhuman inter- 
view was fortuitous. No ; the Hand that guides unseen 
the arrow of the archer, steadied and directed the arm of 
the duellist. And why did it thus direct it ^ As a solemn 
memento—^is a loud and awful warning to a community 
where justice has slumbered — and slumbered— -and slum- 
bered — ^while the wife has been robbed of her partner, the 
mother of her hopes, and life after life rashly, and with an 
air of triumph, sported away. 

And was there, O my God ! no other sacrifice valuable 
enough — ^would the cry of no other blood reach the place of 
retribution and wake justice, dozing over her awful seat ! 
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But though justice should sdll shmiber and tctribacioa 
be dehycd, we who are die nuDisten of diat God who will 
judge the judges of die worlds and whose maledicdoa lests 
on him who does his work unfiuthfuDy, we will not keqi 
silence* 

I FEEL, my brethren, how incongruous my subject is widi 
the place I occupy. 

It is humiliating ; it is distressing in a Christian country, 
and in churches consecrated to the religion of Jesus, to he. 
obliged to attack a crime which outstrips barbarism, and 
would even sink the character of a generous savage* But 
humiliating as it is, it is necessary. 

And must we then, even for a moment, forget the ele- 
vation on which grace hath placed us, and the light which 
the gospel sheds around us ? Must we place ourselves back 
m the midst of barbarism ? And instead of hearers softeur 
cd to forgivness by the love of Jesus ; filled with noble sen- 
timents towards our enemies, and waiting for occasions, after 
the example ot Divinity, to do them good-^instead of such 
hearers, must we suppose ourselves addressing hearts petri- 
fied to goodness, incapable of mercy, and boiling with re- 
venge ? — Must we, O my God ! instead of exhorting those 
who hear us, to go on unto perfection, adding to virtue cha^ 
rlty^ and to charity brotherly kindness^^myJAt we, as if sur- 
vounded by an auditory just emerging out of darkness and 
still cruel and ferocious, reason to convince them that re* 
venge is improper, and that to commit deliberate murder, is 



sin? 



Yes, we must do this. Repeated violations of the law^ 
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^nd the sanctuary, which the guilty find in public sentiment, 
prove, that it is necessary. 

Withdraw therefore for a moment, ye celestial spirits*— 
ye holy angels accustomed to hover round these Altars, 
and listen to those strains of grace which heretofore have 
£lled this Home of God. Other subjects occupy us. With- 
draw therefore and leave us — leave us to exhort christian 
parents to restrain their vengeance, and at least to keep 
back their hands from blood — ^to exhort youth, nurtured in 
christian families, not rashly to sport with life, nor lightly to 
wring the widow's heart with sorrows, and fill the orphan^s 
eye with tears. ^ 

In accomplishing the object which is before me, it will 
not be expected, as it is not necessary, that I should give a 
history of Duelling* You need not be informed that it ori* 
ginated in a dark and barbarous age. The polished Greek 
knew nothing of it — ^The noble Roman was above it. Rom& 
held in equal detestation the man who e:qx>sed his life unne- 
cessarily, and him, who refused to expose it when the pub- 
lic good required it*. Her heroes were superior to private 
contests. They indulged no vengeance except against the 
enemies of their country. Their swords were not drawn 
unless her honour was in danger f which honour they de- 
fended with their swords not only, but shielded with their 
bosoms also, and were then prodigal of their blood. 

Bttt though Greece and Rome knew nothing oiDueUingy 
it exists. It exists among us : and it exists at once the most 
rashy the most absurd and guilty practice, that ever disg^c* 
•d a Christian nation. 

* SaUutt dt belL Catil. ix. 
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Guilty — Because it is a violatioii of the law* What law ? 
The Law of God- THOU SHALT NOT KILL. Thia 
prohibition was. delivered by God himself^ at Sinai, to the 
Jews- And, that it is of universal and perpetual obligation, 
is manifest from the nature of the crime prohibited not on^^ 
ly, but also from the express declaration of the Christian 
Lawgiver, who hath recognized its justice, and added to it 
the sanctions of his own authority. 

" Thou shalt not kill." Who ? Thou, creature. I the 
Creator, have given life, and thou shale not take it away f 
When and under what circumstances may I not take away 
life ? Never, and under no circumstances, without my per* 
mission. — It is obvious, that no discretion whatever is here 
given. The prohibition is addressed to every individual 
where the law of God is promulgated, and the terms made 
use of are express and unequivocal. So that life cannot be 
taken under any pretext; without incurring guilt, unless by 
a permissicm sanctioned by the same authority which sanc<^ 
tions the general law prohibiting it. 

From this law it is granted there are exceptions. These 
exceptions, however, do not result from any sovereignty 
which one creature has over the existence of another ; but 
from the positive appointment of that eternal Being, whose 
is the world and the fullness thereof. In whose hand is the 
soul of every living creature^ and the breath of aU mankinds 

Even the authority which we claim over the lives of ani- 
mals is not founded on a natural right, but on a positive 
grant made by the Deity himself to Noah and his sons *♦ 
This grant contains our warrant for taking die lives of ani- 

* Gen. iz. 3. 



{ 111 ) 

«xmls« But if we may not take the lives of animab without 
-peraiission fiom God, much less may ve the Bfe of maoi 
.de in his image. 



Ik what cases then 4ias the Sovereign of life given idiis 
pei-mission ? In rightful war* — by the civil XAax»- 
"TR^TE f ; and in necessary sex-f-defence !• Besides these, 
I do not hesitate to declare, that' i|x the (ffacles of Cod 
tlieneare noxitfaen 

He therefore who takes life in any other case, under 
whatever pretext, takes it unwarrantably, is guUty of iwhat 
the scriptures call murder, and exposes himself to tbe.male«i 
diction of that God who is an avenger of blood, and who 
liaidi said. At the hand of every man^s brother xoill I require 
4he l^e of nian^^Whoso shcdeth maris bloody by man shall hm 
blood Ae shed. 

The duellist contravenes the law of God not >only,':but 
ihe law of man also. To the prohibition of the formerhave 
J>een added the sanctions of the latter. Life taken in a 
duel, by the common law, is murder. And wherethts is^MJt 
the case, the giving and receiving of a challenge only, is 
by statute, considered a high misdemeanor, for which the 
principal and his seccmd are declared infamous, and disfian- 
xhised for twenty years* 

Under what accumulated circumstances of aggravation 
does the duellist jec^a:^iee his own life, or take the life of 
•his antagonist? 

* 2 Sam. x» t2. Jer. lAyui, 10. Luke, ili, 14. f Ex. xxi, 13. 
\ Ex. xxii, 3. 

9. 
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I AH sensible that in a licentidus agey and when* la^vs 
made to yield to the vices of those who merve in die /lig'i 
circles^ this crime is called by I know not what mild and 
commodating name. But before these altars ; in this ho 
of GoD) what is it? It is nivKDEH^-^^^Iiberatej aggravated^ 

MURDER* ' 

If the duellist deny this, let him produce his warraot 
from the Author of life, for taking away from his creatun 
the life which had bten sovereignly given. If he cannot 
do this, beyond all controversy, he is a murderer ; for mur- 
der consists in* taking away life without the permission, aiid 
-contrary to the prohibition of him who gave it.^ 

^ Who is it then that calls-the duellist to the dangeraas^and 
deadly combat ? Is it God ? No ; on the contrary he for- 
bids it. Is it then his country i No ; she also utters her 
prohibitory voice. Who is ^ it then i A man of honour. 
And who is this man of honour ? A man perhaps whose ho- 
nour is aname—^who prates with polluted lips about the 
.sacredness of character, when his own is stained with crimes, 
and needs but the single shade of niurder to complete. the 
dismal and sickly picture. 

EveAt transgression of the divine law implies great 
guilt, because it is the transgression of infinite authori^. 
But the crime of deliberately and lighdy taking life, has pe- 
culiar aggravations. It is a crime committed against the 
written law not onlyy but also against the dictates of reas(Hs, 
the remonstrances of conscience, and every tender and ami- 
able feeling of the heart. 

To the unfortunate sufferer, it is the wanton violation of 
bis most sacred rights. It snatches him from his friends 
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His comforts ; terminates hi? sjtate of trial, and pre- 
cipitsites him, uncsdled for and perhaps unprepared^ into 
the pi^sence of his Judge. 

Yoix will sgf the duellist feels np i}ial>ce» Be.it sq^ 

JSblalice, indfied, is murder in principle* But there may 

he ixiurder.in reason, and in fact, where there is no pc^alice* 

Some other unwarrantable passion or principle may lead to 

the imlawful taking of human life. . ' 

I^HJB highwayiQan, who cuta the th|x>at. ^d rifles the 
pocket of the peeing trav^eller, feeU no ipa^ice. And could 
he^ with equal e^se amd no greyer danger of detection^ 
have secured his booty without takipg life, he would have 
stayedhis arm over the palpitating bosom pf hijs victini, and 
let the plundered suppliant pass. 

- Would the imputation of cpwar4ice have been inev}^ble 
. to the duellist, if a challenge had not been given or accept^ 
ed i The imputation of want had been no less inevitable to 
the robber, if the money of the passing traveller had not been 
^^Oired. 

WouLi) <he duelUst h^ve been wiUijig to baye spared the 
life of his antagonist, if the point of honour could otherwise 
have been gained? So would the robber if the point of pro-^ 
perty could have been. Who can say that the motives of 
the one are not as urgent as the motives of the other? And 
the meax>s by which both obtain $he pbjecjt of their wishes 
are the samet 

Thus, according to tlie dictates of reason^ a$ we)I as th^ 
law of God, the highwayman and the duellist stand oi^ 
ground equally untenable ; and support their guilty havoc of 
the human race by argument* equally fallacious. 
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Ii^ cluellmg guihy ? So it is 



AB8URD*..*It is absurd as a punishmenti. for k admits cm 
no proportion to crimes: and besides, virtue and vice, 
guilt and innocence, a^ equally eiqiosed by it, to death or 
suffering. As a repamtioni, it is stiB mc^re idwurd, for it 
Blakes the ii^iu-ed liaUe to a stifl greater ii^niy. And as-' 
tfie vindicatioA of personal character, it is absuid even be- 
yond madness. 

OxE man of honour, by some inadvertence, or perhaps 
with design, injures the sensibility of another man of ho- 
Bom^ In perfect character the ii^ured gentleman resents 
it. He challenges the ofender. The cruder accepts the 
chsHenge. The time is fixed. The place is agreed upon. 
The circumstances, with an air of solemn mania, are amng« 
ed ; and the principals, with their seconds and surgeons, re^ 
"tire under the covert of some solitary hill, or upon the raar<« 
gin of some unfrequented beach, to setde diis important 
Question of honour, by stabbing or shooting at each other. 

Ok£ or the other, or both the parties, fall in this polite and 
gendemanlike contest. And what does this prove ? It proves 
that one or die other, or both of them, as the case may be, 
are marksmen. But it affords no evidence that either of 
them possess honour, probity, or talents. 

. It Is true that he who falls in single combat, has the hq- 
nour of being murdered: and he who takes his life, the ho- 
nour of a murderer. Besides this, I know not of any glory 
which can redound to the infatuated combatants^ except it be 
what results from haying extended the circle of wretched 
widows, and added to the number of hapless orphans. 

And yet, terminate as it wiU, this frantic i^eeting, by a 
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leiDd of magic influence^ ^itirely varm^hea over a defective 
and smutty character ; transform? yice to virtue, coward- 
ice to courage ; makes falsehood trudi ; guik, innocence*... 
In one word^ it gives a new complexion to the whole state 
of things. The Ethiopian changes his skin, the leopard his 
spot, and the debauched and treacherous...Jiaving shot 
away the infamy of a sorry life, come§ back from the field of 
fetfectUnUty quite regenerated, and, in the fullust sense, an 
honourable man. He is now fit for the company of gentle- 
men* He is Admitted to that company, and should he again 
by acts of vileness stain this purity of character so nobly ac- 
quired, and should any one have the aflfrontery to say he has 
done so, again he stands ready to vindicate his honour, and 
by another act of homicide, to wipe away the stain which 
}ia9 been attached to it. 

I HiGBT iBustrate this article by example. I might pro- 
4uce instances of this mysterious transformation of charac- 
ter, in the suUime circles of moral refinement, fiimished by 
the higher orders of the fashionable world, which the mere 
firing of pistols has produced. 

But the occasion is too awful for irony. 

Absurd as duelling is, were it absurd only, though we 
inight smile at the weakness and pity the foHy of its abettors, 
there would be no occasion for seriously attacking them: — 
But to what has been said, I add, that duelling is rash and 
presumptuous. 

Life is the gift of God, and it was never bestowed to be 
sported with. To each the Sovereign of ^e universe has 
marked out a sphere to move in, and assigned a part to act. 
This part respects ourselves not only, but others also. — Each 
lives for the benefit of all. 
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As in th<e system of nature die sun shines, not to displs^ 
its own brigktness and answer its own convenience, but to 
warm, enlighten, and bless the world ; so in the system of 
animated beings, there is a dependence, a correspondence, 
and a relation, through an infinitely extended, dying and re* 
viving universe — in which no man liveth to himselfj cauf n9 
man dieth to himself^ Friend is related to friend ; the fa- 
ther to his family ; the individual to community. To every 
member of which, having fixed his station and assigned his 
duty, the God of nature says, " Keep this trust*— defend 
this post." For whom ? For thy friends — thy family— 4hy 
country. And having received sucli a charge, and for such 
a purpose,^ to desert it is rashness and temerity^ 

Since the opinions 6i men are as they are, do you ask^ 
how you shall avoid the imputation of cowardice, if you do 
not fi^ht when you are injured ? Ask your family how you 
will avoid the imputation of cruelty— -ask your conscience 
how you will avoid the imputation of guilt— ask Gob hc^ 
}x»u will avoid his malediction, if you do ? These are prer 
vious questions. Let these first be answered, and it will ba 
easy to reply to any which may follow them. 

I 

Jf you only accept a challenge when you believe in your 
conscience that dueHing is wrong, you act the coward« The 
dastardly fear of the world governs you. Awed by its me« 
naces, you conceal your sentiments, appear in disguise, and 
act In g^lty conformity to principles not your own, and that 
too in the most solemn moment, and when engaged in an act 
which exposes you to death. 

But if it be rashness to accept, how passing rashness is 
>t, in a sinnc^r, to give a challenge I Does it become hiniy 
whose life is m6asure4 out by crimps, to be extreme to 
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fittark, aiid punctilious to resent, whatever is amiss in others f 
IVIusrt the duellist, who now disdaining to forgive, so imper>- 
ously demands satisfaction to the uttermost— must this man 
himself^ trembling at the recollection of his offences, present* 
ly appear a suppliant before the mercy seat of God ? Imagine 
this^ and the case is not imaginary, and you cannot conceive 
an instance of greater inconsistency, or of more presump^ 
tuous arrogance. Wherefore, avenge not yottrsdves^ but rath* 
er give place unto wrath ; for vengeance is mine^ I will repay 
sty saith the Lord. 

Do 'you ask, then^ how you shall conduct towards your 
enemy who hath lightly done you wrong ? If he be hungry, 
feed him ; if naked, clothe him ; if thirsty, give him drink. 
Such, had you preferred your question to yesus Christy is 
the answer he had given you. By observing which, you 
will usually subdue, and always act more honourably th^i 
your enemy. 

I FEEL, my brethren, as a minister of Jesus and a teach* 
er of his gospel, a noble elevation on this article. 

Compare the conduct of tne Christian, acting in conform- 
ity to the principles of religion, and of the duellist, acting in 
conformity to the principles of honour, and let reason say 
which bears the marks of the most exalted greamess. Com- 
pare them^ and let reason say which enjoys the most calm 
serenity of mind in time, and which is likely to receive the 
plaudit of his Judge in immortality* 

God, from his throne, beholds not a nobler object on his 
footstool, than the n^an who loves his enemies, pities their 
errors, and forgives the injuries they do him. This is in- 
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deed the very spixit of the heavens. It is the imi^ ctf A«r 
benignity, whose gloty fills them* 

To retorh to the subject before us-— da/^, absutd alid rashj 
as duelling is, it has its advocates. And had it not had its 
advocates— had not a strange preponderance of opinion b6ea 
in favour of it, never, O lamentri>le Hamihon I hadst thou 
thus fallen, in the midst of thy days, and befiore thou hadst 
•leached the 2enith of thy glory ! 

O f HAT I possessed the talent of eulogy, and that I might 
be permitted to indulge the tenderness of friendship in pay- 
ing the last tribute to his memory ! O that I were ci^>aUe 
of placing this great man before you ! Could I do this, I 
should furnish you with an argument, the most practical, 
the most plain, the most convincing, except that drawn from 
the mandate of God, that was ever furnished against duel- 
ling, that horrid practice^ which has in an awful moment, 
fobbed the world of such exalted wortlu 

But I cannot do this — I can only hint at the variety and 
exuberance of his excellence. 

The man, on whom nature seems originally to have 
impressed the stamp of greatness— whose genius beamed 
from the retirement of collegiate life, with a radiance which 
dazzled, and a loveliness which charmed the eye of sages* 

The hero, called from his sequestered retreat, whose 
first appearance in the field, though a strippling, conciliated 
the esteem of Washington, our good old father. Moving 
by whose side, during all the perils of the revolution, our 
young Chieftain was a contributer to the veteran's glory, the 
guardian of his person, and the compartner of his toils. 
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The conqueror, who, sparing of human blood, 
when victory favoured, stayed the uplifted arm, and nobty 
said to the vanquished enemy, " LIVE / "/ 

The statesman, the correctness of whose princi- 
ples, and the strength of whose mind, are inscribed on the 
records of congress, and on the annals of the council cham- 
ber ; whose genius impressed itself upon the Constitution 
of his country ; and whose memory, the government, illus^ 
trious fabric^ resting on this basis, will perpetuate while it 
lasts : and shaken by the violence of party, should it fall^ 
i^hich may heaven avert, his prophetic declarations wiU be 
found inscribed on its ruins^ 

The counsellor, who was at once the pride of the 
bar and the admiration of the court— whose apprehensions 
were quick as lightning, and whose devdopement of truth 
was luminous as its path — ^whose argument no change of 
circumstances could embarrass — ^whose knowledge appear- 
ed intuitive ; and who by a single glance, and with as much 
facility as the eye of the eagle passes over the landscape, 
surveyed the whole field of controversy — saw i^ what way 
truth might be most successfully defended, and how error 
must be approached. And who, without ever stopping, 
ever hesitating, by a rapid and manly march, led the lis- 
tening judge and the fascinated juror, step by step, through 
a delightsome region, brightening as he advanced, till his 
argument rose to demonstration, and eloquence was render- 
ed useless by conviction. 

r 

Whose talents were employed on the side of righteous- 
ness — whose voice, whether in the council-chamber, or at . 
the bar of justice, was virtue's consolation— At whose ap- 
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proach oppressed humani^ felt a secret rapture, and the 
heart of injured innocence leapt for joy» 

Where Hcamlton wis— in whatever sphere he moved, the 
friendless had a friend, the fatherless a &ther, and the poor 
man, though unable to reward his kindness, found an advo* 
xztt0 It was when the rich oppressed the poor— when the 
powerful menaced the defenceless— when truth was disre- 
garded, or the eternal principles of justice violated^*it was 
on these occasions, that he exerted all his strength-^it waa 
on these occasions Aat he sometimes soared so high and 
shone with a radiance so transcendant, I had almost said^ 
so ^ heavenly, as filled those around bim with awe, and 
gave tahim the force and authority of a prophet.** 

. The patriot, whose integrity baffled the scrutiny of 
ioquisition-^-whose manly virtue never shaped itself to cir« 
cumstances— who, alwa}s great, always himself, stood 
amidst the varying tides of party, Jirm^ like the rock, which^ 
far from land, lifts its majestic top above the waves, and 
remains unshaken by the storms which agitate the ocean. 

The FRIEND, who knew no guile-— ^whose bosom was 
transparent and deep ; in the bottom of whose heart was 
rooted every tenoer and s} mpathttic virtue— whose various 
worth opposing parties acknowledged while alive, and on 
whose tomb they unite, with equal sympathy and grief,, ta 
lieap .their honours. 

I KNOW he had his, failings* I see on the picture of his 
/l^k^ a picture rendered awful by greamess, and luminous 

by virtue, some dark, shades . • • • .^ On these 

Est the tear that pities human weakness f^ll : on these let the 
▼cii which covers humiaa Irailty rest •*•.. •^•^.^ As 
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a hcrOy as a statesman, as a patriot, he lived nobly : and 
"would to God I could add, he nobly felL 

Unwilling to admit his error in this respect, I go back 
to the period of discussion. I see him resisting the threat* 
cned interview* I imagine myself present in his chamber. 
Various reasons, for a time, seem to hold his detemmiaticMi 
in arrest. Various and moving objects pass belore him, 
and spes^ a dissuasive language. 

His country, which may need his counsels to guide, and 
his arm to defend, utters her veto* The parmer of his 
youth, already covered with weeds, and whose tears flow 
down into her bosom, intercedes! His babes, stretching 
out their litde hands and pointing to a weeping mother, with 
lisping eloquence, but eloquence which reaches a parent's 
heart, cry out ** Stay-^stay— dear papa, and live for us !** In 
the mean time the -spectre of a fallen son, pale and ghasdy, 
approaches, opens his bleeding bosom, and as the harbinger 
of death, points to the yawning tomb, and warns a hesitat« 
ieg father of the issue } 

Hs pauses. Re%4ews these sad objects : and reasons on 
the subject* I admire his magnanimity. I approve his 
reasoning, and I wait to hear him reject with indignation 
the murderous proposition, and to see him spurn from his 
presence the presumptuous bearer of it* 

But I wait in vain. It was a moment in which his 
great wisdom forsook him. A moment in which Hamilton 
was not himself. 

He yielded to the force of an imperious custom : And 
yielding, he sacrificed a' life in which all had an interest-— 
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and he b lost — lost to his coun^— ilost to bis &mily^o8t 
to us. 

For this act, because be disclaimed it, 

and was penitent, I forgive him* But there are those whom- 
I cannot forgive. 

I MEAN not his antagonist ; over whose erring steps, ii^ 
there be tears in heaven, a pious; mother looks down an4 
weeps. If he be capable of feeling, he suiFers already all 
that humanity can suiFer : Suffers, ai^d whereyer he may 
fly, will suffer, with*the poignant recollection of having tak- 
en the life of one who was too magnanimous in return to at* 
tempt his own. ^ad he have known this, it must have pa- 
ralyzed his arm, while it pointed, at so incorruptible a bosom, 
the instrument of deadi. Does he know this now i his heart, 
if it be not adamant, must soften-T-if it be iiot ice, it must 

melt. • , t • * But 

on this article I forbear. Stained with blood as he is, if 
he be penitent, I forgive him — -and if he be not, before 
these altars, where aU of us appear as suppliants, I wish not 
to excite your vengeance, but rather, in behalf of an object 
tendered wretched aiid pitiable by crime^ to wake your pray- 
'•rs. 

But I have said, and I repeat it, the^e are those whom 
I cannot fqrgive. 

I CAKNOT forgive that minister at fhe altar, who has hi- 
thertQ forbom to remonstrate on this subject. I cannot for- 
gave that public prosecutor, who, intrusted with the duty of 
^ivenging his country's wrongs, has seen those wrongs, and 
taken no measures to avenge, them. I cannot forgive that 
judge upon the bench, pr that governor in tbe chaif qf state. 
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^irho has lightly passed over such offences. I cannot forgive 
the public, in whose opinion the duellist finds a sanctuar)\ 
I cannot forgive you, my brethren, who, till this late hour, 
have been silent, while successive murders were committed* 
No ; I cannot forgive you, that you have not, in common 
with the freemen of this state, raised your voice to the 
powers that ^, and loudly and explicitly demanded an execu- 
tion of your laws. Demanded this in a manner, which if 
it did not reach the ear of government, would at least have 
reached the heaven^, and plead your excuse before the Gop 
that fiUeth them...«in whose presence as I stand, I should 
not feel myself innocent of the blood that crieth against us, 
had I been 9ilent. But I have npt been silent* Many of 
jK>u who hear me, are n^y witnesses?— the walls of yonder 
temple, where I have heretofore addressed you, are my 
witnesses, how freely I haye animadverted on this subject, 
in the presence both of those who have violated the laws^ 
and of those whose indispensable duty it is to see the law9| 
executed pn those who violate them* 

I ENJOY another opportunity ; and would to God, I might 
be permitted to approach for once the late scene of death. 
Would to God, I could there assemble on the one side, the 
disconsolate mother with her seven fatherless children-— and 
on the other, thoBe who Idminister the justice of my coun« 
try. Could I do this, I would point them to these sad ob* 
jects. I would eqtreat them, by the agonies of bereaved 
fondness, to listen to the widow's heartfelt groans \ to mark 
the orphans' sighs and tears.->-And having done this, I 
would uncover the breathless corpse of Hamihorir-^l would 
lift from his gaping wound, his bloody mon^/e^-I would hold 
it up to heaven before them, and I would ask, in the name 
of God, I would ask, whether at the sight oiit they felt n« 
compunction ? 
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' Yo0 will ask, perhaps, what can be done, to arrest tiic 
progress of a practice which has yet so many advocates ? I 
answer, notfung^Ai it be the deliberate intention to do no* 
thing. But if otherwise, much is within our power* 

Let, then, the governor see that the lavrs are executed ; 
let the council displace the man who offends against their 
majesQ* ; let courts of justice^ frown from their bar, as un- 
worthy to appear before them, the murderer ^fnd his accom- 
plices ; let the people declare him unw(»thy of their confi- 
dence who engages in such sanguinary contests ;— 4et this be 
done, and should life still be taken in single combat, then 
the governor, the council, the court, the people, looking up 
to the Avenger of sin, may say, ^^ we are innocent^— ^wl^ 
are innocent." 

Do you ask how proof can be obtained? How can it be 
avoided ?— The parties return, hold up before our eyes the 
instruments of death, publish to the world the circumstan^ 
ces of their interview, and even, with an air of insulting 
triumph, boast how coolly, and deliberately they proceeded 
in violating one of the most sacred laws of earth and hea» 
ven! 

* Ar ! ye tragic shores of Hoboken, crimsoned widi the 
richest blood, I tremble at the crimes you record against 
us — ^the annual register of murders which you keep and send 

« 

up to God ! Place of inhuman crueky ! beyond the limits of 
reason, of duty, and of religion, where man assumes a 
more barbarous nature, and ceases to be man. What poign- 
ant, lingering sorrows do thy lawless combats occasion t» 
surviving relatives ! 

Ye who have hearts of pity— ye who have experienced the 
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galsh of dissolving friendship— who have wept,^ and still 
-weep over the mouldering ruins of departed kindred^ye can 
enter into this reflection. 

m 

O THoir disconsolate widow ! robbed, so cruelly robbed, 
«nd in so short si tiihe^ both of a husband and a son, what 
must be the plenitude of thy sufferings ! Could we approach 
thee, gladly would we drop the tear of sympathy, and pour 
into thy bleeding bosom the balm of consolation ! But how 
eould we comfort her whom God hath not comforted ? To 
his throne, let us lift up our voice and weep. O God ! if 
thou art still the widow's husband, and the father of the fa« 
therless->«if in the fulness of thy goodness there be yet mer- 
cies in store for miserable mortals, pity, O pity this afflicted 
mothet) and grant that her hapless orphans may find a 
friend^ a beaefactor, a father, in THEE ! 

On this ardde I have done : and may God add hb bless« 
ing. 

Birr I have still a claim upon your patience. I cannot 
kere repress my feelings, and thus let pass the present op** 
portuni^. • 



. « • 



j^ow are the mighty fallen! And, regardless aft we are of 
Tulgar deaths^ shall not the fall of the mighty affect us I 

A SHORT time since, and he who is the occa&ion of our 
sorrows, was the ornament of his' country. He stood on 
an eminence ; and glory covered him. From that eminence 
he has faUen-<i«uddenly, forever, fallen. His intercourse 
with the living world is now ended ; and those who would 
hereafter find him, must seek him in the grave. There^ 
cold and iiiekss, is the heart which just now was the seat 
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i^fiiendship. There, dim and sightless is the eyt^ whose 
radiant and enlivening orb beamed with intelligence ; and 
there, clQ3ed for ever, are those lips, on whose persuasive 
accents we have so often, and so lately, hung with transport f 

From the darkness which rests upon his tomb^ there pro* 
ceeds, methkiks^ a light in which it is clearly seen that those 
gaudy objects which men pursue, are only phantoms. In 
this light how dimly shines the splendour of victory — how 
humble appears the majesty of grandeur ! The bubble which 
seemed to have so much solidity, has burst ; and we again 
see that all below the sun is vanity. • • • • • 

True, the funeral eulogy has been pronounced; tibe 
sad and solemn procession has moved ; the badge of mourn* 
ing has already been decreed, and presendy the sculptured 
marble>wiU lift up its front, proud to perpetuate the name 
6f HAMILTON, and rehearse to the passing traveller his 
virtues. 

Just tributesfof respect ! And to the livmg useful. But 
to him, mouldering in his narrow and humble habitation^ 
what are they ? — ^How vain ! how unavailing ! 

Approach, and behold— -while I lift from, his sepulchre 
Its covering ! — ^Ye admirers of his greatness ; ye emulous oi 
his talents and his fame, approach, and behold him now. 
How pale !— How silent ! — No martial bands admire the 
adriotness of his movements : No fascinated throng weep-— 
and melt--*and tremble, at his eloquence !-— Amazing change ! 
A shroud ! a coffin ! a narrow, subterraneous cabin ! This is 
all that now remains of Hamilton I And is tfiis all that re* 
mains of him P — During a life so transitory, what lasting 
monument then can our fondest hopes erect i 



]M|r bredirm Lvf^ smnd on iIiq bonto x^ an aofiUgu^ 
)iFhich is i¥^fdlowiqc Up j»ll . things' hi^aD* And. is t;b«r^^ 
attiidst this univerBal w;^ck, nothiug stable,, nothing abid^ 
ingr, nothings immortal, on which poor, frail, dying Bum, ca9 
fasten? . ^ 

A&K the helOi ask the statesn^an, wl>o%£ wisdcHn ]h>u 
have been accustomed to revere, and )xt will tell yoUif He 
will tell you, did I say ? He has already told you^ fix>m liis 
death*-bed, and his illumined spirit still whispers from the 
heavens, with well known eloquence, the solemn admonitiibn : 

... • 

^* MoHTALs ! hastening tb the tomb, uid oiice the coiKJ^ 
|»nidtt8 of my pilgrimage, take warning and avoid my ^t« 
rors-— Cuhivate the virtues I have teeommended-^^Choose 
the Saviour I have chosen— Live disinterestedly-^Live foi^ 
imnoortality ; and would you rescue any thing from final dis- 
ioUtidn, lay it up ih God." 

Thus speak^ methiQk8,.our deceased benefiictor, and 
ihtls he acted during his last sad hours. To the exclusioti 
of eveiy other concern, reUghn now daims all his tho«ght^« 

* • 

Jssus ! Jesus, is now his only hope* The friends of J^ < 
BUS are his friends-^the ministers of the akar hi/s colnpa- 
nioos. While these intercede, he listens in awful silence^ ()r , 
in profound submission whispers his assent. 

Sensible, deeply sensible of his sins,^ he pleads no merit 
of his own. He re^rs to the mercy seat, and there pours 
out his penitential sorro'w^d— *lhete he solicit pardon^ 

Hbavek, it diould seetn, heaird and pitied the si4>pliant's 
ones. Disbmdtoed of his sohrows^ ^tad looking up.t<i God, 

s 
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lie ezcbdms, ^ Grace — ricb grace." ^ I have/* said he, 
clasping his dying hands^ and wi|h a fidtering tongue^ 
*** ihaoe a tender reliance on the mercy of Ood in Christ.^ In 
token of &is reliance, and as an expression tsf Us fidtfa, he 
receives die holy sacrament; and having done this, his 
mind becomes tranquil and serene. Thus he remains^ 
thoughtful indeed, but nnrufHed to the last, and meets death 
widi an air of dignified composure^ and with an eye direct^ 
ed ta the heavens* 

This last act, more than any other, sheds g^ory on hia' 
character. Every thing else death efiaces. Religion alone 
abides widi him on his deadi4)ed. He dies a Christian* 
'this is all which can be enroHed of him among the archives 
of eteMty* This is all that can male hb name great in 
heaven* 

Let not the sneering infidel persuade you. ths^ this hbt 
act of homage to the Saviour, resulted from an enfeebled 
tofe df mental ^aeuhfes, dir froto perturbation occiiskmed by 
the near a^iproach of death. No ; his opinions concerning 
the Divine Mis^ioh of Jesm Christy and the valicHty* of the 
holy scriptures, had long been setded, and setded after labo- 
rious investigatibii and eitensive and deep research. These 
optnioRs were not concealed. I knew them myself^ Som^ 
6f you who hear me, knew them ; and had hts life beerf 
spared, it was his determination to have published diem; to 
the world, together with the fects and reasons on which 
diey were founded; 

At St time iivhen scepititism,' shallow diid superi^cliJ in^ 
deed, but depraved and malignant, is breathing forth its 
pestilential vapour, and pbllutihg by its unhaOowed touch, 
•very thii\g divine and: sacved ; it is eonsohng to a devour 
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le^refect, that tbe great, and tfae:wii«, and the g<3|>d 
of all.^g^j ^M)6e sopericM* getiiu&e3» whose splendid talents 
have elevated themalmpst above :n|ortalii.ty, and placed them'; 
nextiatNrder to angeHc. natures — ^Yes, it ts oonaolidg to a 
d^vii^t muid to reftectf that wlufe dwarfah infidelity liltn 
up its de&ianed head, and mocks, these iUustriom petswh 
ages^ thimgh fiving in different ages—rinhabiting di0erent: 
cottntripsmidurtured in diJBEerent schools-i-destined to differ-f 
ept pgramitsr^^and di£Bcring on various aidy^cts— should all, 
a& if :tQudbed.with sax impulse fborn heaven, agree to vindi*; 
cate this, sapredness of Revelation, and: ptMt^ot widi one ; 
accotd, their learning, theiirt;alents and dieinvirtiie, on the:* 
Gospl Altar* aQ an offering* to £manut;l, 



* 






TQisis ^t exaggeratioo. Who was. it, dialt, averieaping/ 
the narrow .bounds vfaich had.hitherto been set to the hu« 
man miud,. iangc4 abroad through the immensity of space,! 
discovered ^and illustrated those laws by which th^ Detty 
umtes,/binds, and governs all things ?. Who was.it, soaring) 
Into the sublime of astronomic science, numbered the stars^ 
of heaven, measured their spheres, and called them by their 
names? It ^tiusvI^bwtok* But Ifewton was a Christian. 
I*j^ei|rton, great as he Was, tec^ved instruction from the 
lips, and laid his hoQOUDs at. the feei pf Jjssji^ 

. ' . . .■ » 

Who wass it, ^tbat ^e^el^ped the hidden con^ii^tio^i, the 
c9mponefit .parts of bocUes I Who. wa^ it, dissected the ani« 
mal, exai^ined the flower, penetrated the earth, and ranged 
the extent of organic nature \ It was Boyle. Bi^t ^oyk . 
^as a/Christian» 



Who was it,.that lifted the veil which had for ages covert 
ed the iiiteUeclual world, analyzed the human mind, defined : 
its powers, and reduced its . operations to certain and fixed- 
laws? It was Lock£. But Locke too was a Christian* 



What more riiaD I sajr? For thM would fiul nie, to 
speak ot Hak^ ieamed in die law ; of JkkHaeiHj aktedfed ia 
tke schook;.of Miktm^ celebrated' among die^ioets; and 
of WmhingUm^ immortal « the iicldand die cabinet-^^-To 
tUscatalogao of prc&ssmg Chrtttiafis,.6om among, if I 
vixf speak so, a higher ^ider of beiags, may.nowt be added 
die name of AJL£XAND£R HAMILTON-^A n^me 
whidi raises in diemind die idea of whatever is peat, wfaati* 
ever is- spl^Klid, . whatever is iilastrioiis ih human natye; 
aad which is now added to a catalogne whidi might. be 
lettgthinied^^-asd , lingtbenedr^^and lengdiened, widi the 
names x)f tUustribus cbiffacters,. whose ^ves have Uessiedso^ 
ciety, and whose works form a COLUMN Jugh as heav^h-* 
a coluom of learning, of wisdom, and of greatness, whi^ 
%^ stand to ftifiirds^es, an eternal monumem of l^e tram.* 
soendant talent oftbe advocates of Christiamtp, when^wiy 
fidlprive leaf, fmm die pen of the caudng infidel wfafiags of 
the day, shall be swept by the tide of time from the anmda 
of the world, and buried with the names of their amdiors in 
oUivion* 

•To conclude. How are the mighty falkn f, Fallen before 
the desolating hand of death. Alas ! the ruins of the toliib. 

•• • • • The ruins of the tomb are ^emblem 

of die ruins of the world. When no^ an individual, but an 
uftivefte, already marred by sm and hastening to dissohftion, 
shall agonize and die ! Directing your thought$ from die 
one, 'fix theofi for a moment on the other. Anticipate die 
concluding scene, the final catastrophe of nature : when 
the sign of the Son of man shall be seen in heaven ; when 
the son of man himself shall appear in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, and send forth judgment uttto victory— ^The ^ery de- 
Bolation ebyelopes towns, palaces, and fiortresses ; the hea- 
vens pass away ! The earthmdts 1 aiid all those magnificent 



pix>ducti<^ of art, whicH ages, heaped on aj;€S, hayc rear- 
ed up, are in one awful day reduced to ashes ! 

AoAmT tl|e |rmtf» of that de^^ as well as the fuins of di^ 
tejxnb wkich precede it, the gospel, m the cross of it3 great 
JS^ Priesty offers 'you all a sanctuary ; a sanctnary secure^ 
aiid abiding; a Sanctuary, whtdinq lapse of time, nor 

 

change of cic^iimstsinees, can destroy. No ; neidier life not 
ctelidi^-llo^f neither principdities nor powers. 
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Ev^#r thiog-cbe Is fugi^e; every thing else is muta^ 
ble ; every khbigebe will'&il yoo. But this, the ciUuklaB 
the Christianas 'hope*, will never fail you. It9 base is ada- 
mant. It is eemienoed With the richest blood. The ran* 

, ' .'■-.'■'.■ '  ' ■< . • 

somed of therLord crowd its poUaJs* Eabosomed in the 
dost which it ifaclose^, the bocfies of the redeemed ^ rest 
in hope.^. On its top dwells die Church of the first bon; , 
wlio in dehght&d response mth the angeb of Hght, chant 
redeemmg loye. Against this Citadel the tempest beats, 
and around it die storm rages, and spends its force in vain. 
Immortal in its nature, and incapable of change, it stands^ 
and stands firm, amidst the ruin^ of a mouldering wcM-ld, and 
endures fottever. 

T^iTnxR'fiy, ye prisoners of h6pe!^ — that when earth, 
air, elements, shall have passed away, secure of existence 
and felicity, you nia^y join with saints in gloty, to perpe« 
ttiate the song which lingered on the faultering tqugue of 
HAMII-TON, " Grace— rich Grace.'' 



God grant us this honour : Then shall the measure of 
our joy be full, and to hi^ name shall be the glory in Christ. 
*--Aac£K. 
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Extract of a letter from a respectabk gentleman in Virginia^ 

dated Ittfi Jttiy. ' ' 

'^ WiTBriir a day or tiro p^t a report ba&.pfrFaded this 
p^tof ^ country, of. the death ci Genu .Ham}lt<#, in jsi 
duel whb Col Burr. The report, it is said, i§ t^ wdil.air^, 
tbeuticated to be doubted, .though as yef, I am. un^Dfiormfdl 
of the paiticulars* — Alas !. and- was this to, bej^p.fiite otj^ 
man, who would have bean an hcMdour <tO';^y^,couatfy npoii.. 
earth ? Execrated be the custom in general, and execrated 
he^^ Jlifirh^d hi pa^lf ii^% ^^ couW^^pfi xYxt.rwc^m qf 4eAtfi, 
imdtet^wctioii of ihisjc&istofn, afc^onie, whd w:hcii:iie fell, Mit 
nqr 1h9 0qu^; t»ke hlmfldlin ^ upoh the «]r&k^o£our globe» 
AJgft! IDustrioua shade; fivrowcUliOur cduntc^r'^loss in yoa 
i^irrctparable. Your name, and ireU known .^^tarth and tar. 
lema, opter^d ^tro^gly in favoin* to our countiy, evai upon, 
the aoibttipus designs of him, who grasps, in* idiagintttion, 
the empire of. the workL He knew that yaux sagacity aad^ 
vigiJ^Dce could not he; dectived, and that in time^^ of dtffi* 
cul^y^nd danger, whasn tikey. should he apparent, you, like> 
W^hi^g^D-i would. be$;i[)bke;the bulwark of our safe^--^at 
all true. A^Mriqan hs;»rt3:]n aucb a crisis, .fin^etting their 
former resentments and delusions, would be united* But- 
now whither are we to turn in such an event ? Execrated be 
the h^d Jthat has robbed our country of this'transcendaht 
BTOCth ! But> alas! k can neter be recalled i''^ 



1'he two letters from which the following extracts are 
now made, were received soon after their respective dates. 
They have not been printed before, becai^e, as they 
were not designed for the public eye, they contained WJn^ 
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passages which I thought had bfetter be suppressed; but 
tbey are so eloquently wfitteti that I cannot refuse myself 
the satisfaction of presenting at least some passages from 
them* 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Burlingtohy (N^ J. J 

dated Jidy 16, 1804. 

^^ No country ever deplored a ^eatvr man, nor did ever 
the tears of friendship embalm a memory so pregnant with 
worth and honour. Alas ! how unavailing is all that admi* 
ration and gratitude, which, too late, would fain reanimate 
Jjijjj fr^m the crave \^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^^ His life has long been sought for, as the last sacrifice 
to malignant and criminal passions ; yet, even in his deaths 
he presents an image of sublitne heroi^niLand virtue,: terri* 
fying to guiltjr minds* What, in4ee,4,. must be the oyer- 
whelmmg brightness of. tihat character, which forces the 
very assassins of his repMtation and life, to retract their 
calumnies, and wear the ensigns of mourning ! This event 
removes out of the way, perhaps, the only remaining obsta- 
de to the domineering projects of Virginia. Two men only^ 
lived in this degenerate country, whose opinions and energy 
retarded the march of cunning -ambition — They are gone — '- 
fortunate, perhaps, after lives of patriotism and unceasing 
usefulness, not quite to have out-lived I the li&erties of their 

country. I much regret that it nev^r fell to my lot to have 
even seen this truly wonderful man : his qualities were such, 
however, as to attract the warmest persQnal attachments. — • 
What American^ but in his admiration of the Hero and 
Suitesmgn^ will itiihgle sighs for HmiU^n himself ?—^but 
then, pleasing consolation ! . .> 
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»He*s gone to Virtue's rest ! 
'< With all hit countiy's wishes blest. 
When Spring, ^ith dewy fingers coldgl 

Itetums to deck his hallowed mould i - 
ihe tliere shall dress a sweeter sod 
Than Fancy's feet have ever trod. 
By fairy hands his knell is rung ; 
By forms unseen his dirge is sung ; 
There Montour comes, a pilgrim grey# 
To Uess the turf that wraps his day ; 
And Tntdmn shall awhile repair* 
To d#ell a weeping HefvU there." 



tOLLlNI^. 



^^ I CAK only add, that tere, (as I suppbse eVer}r where 
dte) grief cidttdd every coimtexiance.'' 



Extract kfanMdrfrom the samej tbteJ July 20: 

'' I cAiofOT disbuithen my heart enough to be siibmisdive 
to this punishment of Cod ttpdn aii ungrateiU land : He thait 
ought to have been the pride and favourite of his countty, 
as he wa§ its soul and Saviour ; was first smitten with the 
death of ingratitude, and then butchered by one of your * * ** 
* *• I aih impatietit and feverish with the subject. Adieu.** 



TRIBUTE OF RESP13CT. 

At a special Meeting of the St. Andrew's Society; of the 
City of Albany, held at the Tontine Coffee-House, July 
26th, 1804: 

Resolved unanimomfyj That in token of the sincefv grief 
of the Society for the premature and untimely deaOi of Ge«* 
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neral Alexander Hamilton, and the high sense they enter- 
tain of his distinguished services to his country, as a Soldier 
and a Statesman ; of the eminent virtues which adorned him 
as a man, a friend, and a citizen, and the high respect in 
which he has justly been held by our Sister Society of the 
City of New-York, of which he was one of its first mem- 
bers ; that they, at every meeting of the Society for six 
months, shall appear with an appropriate badge of mourning. 

Resolved^ That the Rev, John M'Donald, Mr. Pearson, 
Mr. Ramsay, and Dr. M'Clelland, be a committee to pre- 
pare a respectful message of condolence to General Philip 
Schuyler, the venerable and afflicted father-in-law of our 
dear deceased brother, expressive of the sympathy of this 
Society with him and his family, in their irreparable loss, and 
that they convey the same in the most delicate manner to 
the GeneraL 



GENERAL PHILIP SCHUYLER. 

Sir, 

The President and Members of the St. Andrtrufa Societif 
of the City of Albany, beg leave with mingled sensations of 
grief and indignation, to tender you their sincere and respect- 
ful condolence on the untimely death of Alexander Hamil- 
ton, a distinguished son of your family, an early member 
of the American St. Andrew Societies^ and the ornament and 
pride of the American people. 

You, Sir, have been long acquainted with his singulaif 
merits, and with the amiable qualities of his heart. You 
have never ceased, with candour and generosity, to appreci- 
ate and respect them. But he has fallen, cruelly fallen, at 
a time when your age and infirmities rendered his corres- 

T 
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pondence and occ^saaoai society peculkuly desiiaUe utk4 
soodiing ; and at a dme when his excellent wife and his ris- 
ing family, in various views, demanded his protection, his> 
comisel, and exertion ; at a time when the situation of our 
country seems to require his vigilance and his warning. 
He has fallen by the hand of a man, whom hisgende and 
generous natiu-e could only injure by eclipsing^ him, or by 
conscientiously attempting to counteract or defeat measures 
which he deemed dangerous to the community. His faiUy 
though premature, will seal his own unspotted fame, and 
an odium on his implacable opponent, which time will not re-' 
move. 

Tine fame of Hamilton will need no protecting shield,^ 
diough thousands, were it necessary, would rejoice in the 
office : It will continue to spread with increasing glory be* 
yond the limits, and probably beyond the duration of the 
government which he eminently contributed to establish. 

Could this Society, could our country in general, devise 
means for mitigating the grief of a brave soldier, of a faith- 
ful and indefatigable statesman, under your present unex- 
pected and heavy calamity, they would not be withheld. 
But in the bosom of an honourable and independent retire* 
ment, surrounded with a flourishing and aiFectionate family, 
and blessed with the resources of an active, capacious, and 
cultivated mind, we trust you will be enabled to support 
with dignity, what you can never cease to deplore. 

May propitious Heaven shed peculiar rays of comfort 
on an useful and laborious life, qualify you for the protec- 
tion and consolation of the afflicted relatives of the honour- 
able dead, and grant you a late, but joyful admission to the 
abodes of peace, and the society of the good.- 
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"SiGSfED by order, and in behalf of the Society, at^ 
Special Meeting, the 26th July, 1804* 

JOHN M'DONALD, 

GEORGE RAMSAY, 

GEORGE PEARSON, 

WMp M'CLELLAND, 

Committee* 



Albany, jfuly 2T^ 
Gentlemen, ^ ^ 

My warmest and unfeigned acknowledgments are due to 

|he President, and die members of the St. Andrew's Socie- 

tyj for the delicate and feeling manner in which they have 

condoled with me, on the irreparable loss I have sustained 

|n die death of a son, who had endeared himself to me by 

the most tender solicitude ; who was the kindest and most 

affectionate husband to my dear and distressed daughter : 

who, as a father, unremittingly inculcated into the tender 

minds of his children, that virtue which marked his life, aQ(| 

that love of their creator whom he adgredt 

UijDER the pressure of so. severe a calamity, the honour' 
paid4)y the Society to the memory of the deceased, the hu- 
mane atteni|)t to console and mitigate the heart-rending dis« 
tress of an aged and feeble parent, are not only soothing, 
but will, with resignation to the divine dispensation, impart 
a ray of comfort to my wounded boson\. 

Permit me. Gentlemen, through you, to reciprocate 
with the utmost cordiality, diose affectionate wishes which 
have evidently emanated from the hearts of the Society, and 
which it has pleased them so strongly to express for nie and 



I 
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my family — And do you, gentlemen, be pleased to accept of 
my best acknowledgments for the marked and polite manner 
in which you have conveyed the sense of the Society, on 
this mournful event* 

I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 

PH: SCHUYLER. 

To the Rev. John HP Donald^ Messrs. Ramsay^ 
Pearson^ and M'*Clelkmd. 



THE UTICA PATRIOT. 

At a numerous and respectable meeting of the inhabitants 
of Whitestown and the vicinity, holden at the Hotel in 
Utica,on the 24th of July, 1804, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted : 

This Meeting having heard, with inexpressible sorrow, 
of the death of Gen. Hamilton, and being desirous of pay- 
ing a tribute of respect to the rare union of great virtues and 
transcendent talents, which have exalted and adorned his 
character ; and believing that in the death of this great and 
good man, our country has lost one of its greatest benefac- 
tors, and the world one of its brightest ornaments : 

Resolved Unammoitsly^ That it be recommended to the 
inhabitants of Whitestown and its vicinity, to set apart 
Thursday the 26th inst. as a day of public mourning, for this 
melancholy and important event ; and that there be a gene- 
ral suspension of business on that day : 

That minute guns be fired during the morning, under 
the direction of Capt. Kirkland, of the Artillery : 



Il 
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And, that Mr. J. H. Lothrop be requested to deliver an 
Address suited to the occasion, at 12 o'clock on that day, at 
-the new Church in Whitesborough, where our fellow-citi- 
zens are requested to attend* 

Resohedy That Mr. Jonas Piatt, Mr. J. Van Ilensselaer, 
and Mr. Gerrit G. Lansing, be a committee to cany the 
foregoing resolutions into effect. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to our fellow-citizens 
of Whitestown, to wear crape on the left arm as ^lOuming^ 
during thirtj' days. 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting, signed 
by the chairman and secretary, be publi3hed ip the next Pa- 
triot and Columbian Gazette. 

B. WALKER, Chairmaru 
T. SKINNER, Secretary. 

Whitesborough^ Thursday^ yuly 26. 
In pursuance of the foregoing resolutions, all business be- 
ing suspended, minute guns were fired during the morning 
from an adjacent eminence ; and the tolling of the village 
bell announced the death of our beloved HAMILTON. 

At 12 o'clock great numbers of all classes of citizens as- 
sembled, and a procession was formed in the following or- 
der, viz. 

Sheriff Brodhead and his Deputies, 

Citizens, 

Physicians, 

Students of law, 

Gendemen of the Bar, 

Magistrates, 

Orator, 

Conimittee of Arrangement. 
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The procesfiioa then moved in solemn silence to the n 
Church, where an elegant and appropriate Address was de« 
livered by John H. Loihrop^ Esq. to a large and aflUcted 
audience* 

The public expressions of sorrow and respect eveiy where 
exhibited, show that the character of HAMILTON is natu 
appreciated as it deserves ; Posterity, we know, will take 
care of bis fame* 

A CITIZEN. 



THE RECORDER OF THE TIMES* (DemOCroiic.) 

Hamilton is no more !•»•• A msun pillar of the state has 
fallen ; not by the giant arm of a Samson, hut by the per^ 
severing malice of the ruthless, the weak^ and intrigiiing 
Saul*.**The most distant part§ of our cou^iby have felt the 

shock. / 

Hamilton was virtuous, eloquent, and brave* Envy her^ 
«elf drooped at the lustre of his virtues ; his exponents were 
melted by his eloquence, and his enemies confounded by his 
bravery* In justice he was an Aristides ; in eloquence a 
Cicero, and an Achilles in war. An opportunity would 
have enabled him to have astonished the world, by the 
splendour of his military achievements* But he has been 
snatched from his country in the prime of life, and has left 
us nothing but the remembrance of his greatness. The 
day which terminated his career, annihilated a star of the 
first magnitude* 

GENERAL HAMILTON. 

" The Corporation and Citizens of Burlington, New-s 
Jersey, are respectfully invited to attend at the Town- 



ilouse, to-morrow evening, at 7 oVlock, for the purpose of 
vmiting in some public expression of their respect for the 
memory of General Hamilton. 

James Sterling, Mayor* 
Friday^^OthJuhf^ 1804. 

In pursuance of this request, the citizens having assem* 
bled, appointed the Mayor, Chairman, and Mr. Mllvaine^ 
the Recorder, Secretary* 

Mr. Griffith introduced the melancholy subject in 
diese terms. 



»•..• 



A Life which was only devoted to Honour and its Coun^ 
try,, is no longer ours* 

In the meridi»i of his day&>..c^ his usefulness.. 4md of his , 
iscoit.: Hamilton has descended to the tomb ! 

Who* can look back, upon the public services, and exalte 
ed virtues of the deceased, without exclaiming ^i the an- 
guish of despair...^ Is he^ too,^ numbered among the silent 
dead ?" 

Yes, the martial son of WashingtCHi) who shared with him; 
the toils and dangers of a war for liberty^ (O pious hope ! ) 
18 united to him; in the realms of eternal peace. 

That luminous and expanded mindy which embraced ail 
knowledge,, and was- applied to the utmost good of his feU . 
low-men...is fied to the spirit which gave it. 

Those pure aijd tender affections^ which imparted to so* 
cisd intercourse all that could attract and delight, have dis* 
appeared* 
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That eloquenct^ on which a listening Senate hudg, is for 
ever silent. Yet these shall never be forgotten. 

His memory will only cease to inspire and to charm, when 
Americans cease to honour and love the courage which 
achieved their independence, and the wisdom which cement^ 
ed their Union. 

We are assembled for the generous purpose of uniting in 
the performance of some feeble expression of our gratitude, 
our admiration, and our grief* Alas ! in our hearts only 
must be sought the real extent of those feelings ; I forbear 
to speak ; it is enough now to weep over the man, whom 
History, his Countty, and the World, shall delight to rank 
among the Constellations of Genius,- Virtue, and Valour»" 

The following resolution was immediately adopted : 

'^ At an Assembly of the Citizens of Burlington, in the 
Town-House, on Saturday the 21st of July, 1804 — ^it was 
unanimously agreed thus publicly to express the deep af- 
fliction which the premature death of General Alexan- 
der Hamilton imparts to every bosom ; to acknowledge 
the debt of gratijtude, which was due to him for a continued 
series of inestimable services in war and peace ; to avow 
a conscious pride in the character of an American Citizen, 
who lived to defend, to bless, and to adorn his Country ; 
and lasdy, to deplore the tyranny of that custom, which has 
suddenly borne away domestic peace, and left a nation in 



tears.'* 



Published at the special request of the citizens : 

JAMES STERLING, Chairmaiu 
JOS. M'lLVAINE, Secretary. 
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A COLLECTION, Gf*. 



N° . IV. 



kliok A JBOSTOH PAPER, JXTLT 26* 

Tribute of resfiect to the Memory of General ALEXAN« 

DER HAMILTON. 

This day the Committee of Arrangement respectfully 
give notice, that the Eulogy on the late Gen» Alexander 
Hamilton, will be pronounced at the Chapel Church, at 
twelve o'clock. 

Those of their fellow-citizens, who are disposed to unite 
\ti paying this pul^lic respect to the merits and illustrious ser- 
vices of the deceased, are requested to assemble at a quar- 
ter before twelve o'clock, on the State-House floor; and 
£rom thence accompany th,e Orator to^he Church. 

By order^ J. WARREN, Chairman. 

Thursday^ yuly 26^ 1804. 

ATTENTION ! 

The Independent Cadets will assemble at Faneuil-Hallj^ 
ibis morning at nine o'clock, in Uniform complete, with 
white Gsuters. The roll will be called at half past nine pre*- 
<»8ely. 

Wm. SHIMMIN, O. S. 
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Arrangements at the ChapeU 
Thk public are respectfully informed, that all the Galte^ 
ries, and a part of the Wall Pews on the lower' floor, in the 
Chapel, wiU be exclusively appropriated to the Ladies— The 
six first Pews on the Broad Aile, will be reserved for the 
Military Escort, and all the remainder of the Body Pewt 
on the lower floor, for those who compose die procession* 

The forming of the procession, at ' a quarter before 12 
oVlock, will be announced by the tolling of the Chapel bell, 
which will cease as soon as the procession has entered the 
Church. By desire of the Committee of ArrangtmentSy 

JOSEPH MAY. 

LASt TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

In willing conformity to the resolutions of the respecta- 
ble body of citizens, who assembled on Friday Evening lasl^ 
we are happy in learning that the meeting this day, at the 
'New State-House, will be general; that no party distinc- 
tions will appear ; apd that our citizens, universally, will 
adopt the recommended Badge of Moumingy on the occa- 
sion. The acknowledged pre-eminent services and tsJents of 
the illustrious deceased, would have called for these marks 
of respect for his memory, and regret for their cessation, if 
the example of ouf cities of New- York, Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, Baltimore, &c« had not benignahtly beckoned us to 
follow. Foremost in every good work, the citizens of Bos- 
ton, in the grateful homage they are about to pay, will sdll 
evince to the world, that on great occasions, they ever rise 
superior to party impulse; that they will recognize and rever- 
ence merit, services, and patriotism, wherever they may 
be found : and that in native independence, and genuine , 
liberality, they are not inferior in any degree, to the best 
citizens of any other portion of the continent. Those who 
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loved and revered Washington, must respect the memory 
of him whom Washington respected 3S a Friend^ a CtmJidcmJt^ 
a CimnseJUir.m.!T\x^%t, who esteemed tried Patriotism as one 
of the most exalted virtues, must weep over the bier of the 
Patriot ** xvithQia reproach "••••and those who knew the dan- 
gers of the *^ tented Jield^^ when Independence was the stak« 
contended for, and are not unwilling to acknowledge servi- 
ces which wtrefaithfid to the endj will not decline to strew 
roses over the grave* of the Soldier-Citizen^ and Citizen,^oh 
dier* 

The masters of such vessels as are lying at the wharves, 
as well as those at anchor in the harbour, will show their re- 
epect to departed merit, by hoisting their colours half mast, 
during the solemnises of the day^ 



♦• 



SAME PAPER, JULY 27. 

TRIBUTE TO MERIT, 

Yesterday was the day assigned for public demonstfa- 
lion of the esteem and respect of the citizens of Boston, for 
the merits and illustrious services of the late Gen. Hamilton^ 
At h^lf past 12 o'clock a procession was formed at the 
State-House^ It consisted of the Commiftee of Arrange- 
ments, Orator, Chaplain, His Honour the LieuU Governor, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, foreign Consuls, Strangers 
of distinction, and citizens f and included near 1000 per- 
sons. The procession moved through Winter and Marlbo- 
rough-gtreetsandapartof Comhill and Court-street, to the 
Chapel Church, escorted by the independent Cadets, under 
the command of Major Pierce. The Throne of Grace was 
addressed in an appropriate prayer by the Rev^ Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives, and an Anthem suited to the 
occasion was sung, after which an Eulogy on the Character 
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of die deceased Patriot and Statesman, was pixnHmoced b]^ 
the Hon. Harrison G* Otis, Esq. 

The Hon. Mr. King, and Judge Benson, of New-York^ 

* 

and the Hon. Mr. Rudedge, of S. Carolina, were among 
the auditors at the Chapel yesterday. 

« 
Most of the public offices were dosed ^ the fl^gs of 

the shipping in the harbour were suspended at half-naasiti 

through the day ; and during the moving of the processicm^ 

minute guns were fired from Fort Independence. 



SALEM FAPE&. 

Testerpat were performed at Boston, the public an^ sot 
lemn ceremonies of respect to the memory of Gen. Hamil?^ 
ton. At 12 o'clock a very lone procession composed of the 
first characters of the metropolis and the vicinity, moved 
firom the State-House to the Chapel Church, escorted by 
the Independent Cadets ; where, after a prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Kirkland, in a very eleyated titrain of devotion, and 
an appropriate hymn, the Honourable Mr. Otis pronounced 
an Eulogy on the character of the deceased. Of this com- 
position, which was delivered with the greatest effect, we 
can give but a faint outline. After a pathetic exordium, (l^ 
which it was observed with felicity that " the sod which was 
still wet with our tears for Washington, was now to be dis* 
turbed to receive the friend of Washington.«..the disciple 
that leaned upon his bosom,") Mr. Otis presented a rapid 
but glowing sketch of the life of General Hamilton. With 
this were necessarily intervolved all the great events of our 
national history, from the commencement of the revolution. 
A forcible appeal was made to the gratitude of the nation, 



(i4r) 

when the audience were reminded that in addition to the ' 
many subordinate public measures of which Hamilton was the 
author, he first proclaimed the necessity of an amendment of 
(he old confederadon ; and, that the address to the people for 
palling a General Convention was the production of his pen^ 
The unwearied patriotism which he displayed in promoting 
^e adoption of the Constitution, and the immortal work writ* 
ten YfVh that view, were next glanced at. The simplicity of his 
habits, and his scanty but honest earnings on his quitting 
public empbyments, were very happily contrasted with the 
rapacity an4 avarice of the Generals and Financiers of the 
French Republic, Those unprincipled plunderers were calt 
led upon to disgorge their ilL-gotten wealth^ — ^to quit their 
gorgeous palaces, and with shame to humble themselve9 
l^efore the simple tonib of Hamilton...*His errors (for he wa« 
human) were also touched upon^— but thpy were touched 
with the hand of a friend..^ .The delineation of his character 
was executed with the skill of a m^ster....Ju6t praise, with- 
put the disgusting extravagance of flattery (but indeed whatj^ 
could be flattery of Hamilton?) was bestowed with a gene- 
rous liberality. In short, the performance in the whole was 
a most honourable testimonial of the distinguished virtues 
and resplendent talents of the departed patriot. 

This sketch (which we made from memory, and imder 
the disadvantage of an unfavourable situation in the church) 
will, we are sensible, convey a very inadequate idea of the 
merit of the composition : But we shall the less regret it, as 
we trust the public will sooi^ be gratified by the perusal of 
the Eulogy itself. 



ALBANY GAZETTE. 



In compliance with the request of the citizens of Albany, 
iliscourse§ were yesterday delivered inseveral of the 0!^''!*^ 
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cs of this city, on the untimely and ever to be lamentecl 
death of General HAMILTON. The concourse of peo- 
ple in the North Church, was the most respectable and nu- 
merous ever before assembled on any occasion in this city 
the death of General Washington only excepted : The Rev. 
Mr. Nott led their devotions....and in a discourse the most 
luminous and impressive, he contemplated, reviewed, and 
made an appropriate application of that sublime passage of 
Holy Writ : " The Beauty of Israel is slain upon the high 
places....ffozv are the mighty fallen ! " 



mOM THE TRENTOK FEDBaAX^IST. 

In the early part of last week, the man who has covered 
our country with mourning, CoL Aaron Burr, passed through 
the state of Jersey, on his way to Philadelphia, where, we 
are informed, he has had the hardihood to make a public 
appearance by walking in the open streets in the face of 
day. From Amboy he was carried by some friend to Cran-i 
berry, and thence conveyed in a Ught-^tvaggon^ crossing tbo 
Delaware at Lamberton ferry, to Bristol, in Pennsylvania...* 
Stopping at a tavern a few miles beyond the Delaware, he 
was recognized by the honest landlord, who, unapprized 
of the desire of concealment, called him by his proper name. 
On this he requested the landlord no more to make use of 
his name while he staid at the house ! These things we arc 
enabled to state as unquestionably true, in consequence of the 
correctness of the source from which we received them. How 
degrading to the majesty of our government, that its second 
officer should thus be under the real or fancied necessity of tra- 
velling with studied privacy, through bye-roads, and in unu- 
sual vehicles. It become^ the main, however, who has ex- 
tinguished the bright constellation of genius and worth, him- 
self to walk in darkness and obscurity....It manifests some 
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^deference to public opinion, and the enefgy'of the Iaws« 
Whether the arm of justice would have been raised, to stop 
liim in his course, we know not««««Nor know we whether 
any measures will be taken to wash out the precioud blood 
-which stains the shores of Jersey. The path of duty we 
apprehend is plain«.«*It is well known by him to whom is 
intrusted the dignity of the state, and if we are to rely on 
general promised of official faithfulness, hp will follow it. 
The honour of New;- Jersey demands that its shores should 
no longer be made places of butchery for the inhabitants of 
New- York and Pennsylvania* 



fHE BALANCfi# 

f The heart of Croswell vents its grief in the following 
pathetic strain :] 

A Tribute:.*VvLOiiL the editor of this paper, something 
more is due to the departed HAMILTON, than common 
panegyric and general encomium. Thid, a whole nation is 
bound to bestow — ^this, not a citizen of America seems dis»- 
posed to withhold. But to me he once rendered unequalled 
service, apart from that rendered to his country generally* 
In my defence, and in defence of the American press, he 
once exerted his unrivalled eloquence. In my cause, this 
greatest df men made his mightiest effort — ^an effort, which 
might have palsied the up*lifted hand of power— an effort, 
which might have carried terror to the bosom of a tyrant. 
For this service, voluntarily rendered^ I owed him a debt of 
gratitude which never could be cancelled--^never diminish- 
ed* But, by offering my feeble aid to the support of princi- 
pies which he advocated, I hoped, at least, to show my 
sense of the obligation under which I was laid, by his dis;* 
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interested exertions — ^Alas ! he is gone— and I have onlj 
returned him the professions of my gratitude. But ^ his 
fame is left^-^nkar as my bloody my l^e shaU be devoted to its 
protectioru 



k£W-£NGLAKD REPUBLI^A^* 

I * 

SfiVERAt editorial paragraphs, and articles of liewii, aiV 
emitted this week to. give place to the correspondence which 
preceded and terminated in the death of General ALEX^ 
ANDEk HAMILTON; Hii funeral rites, performed 
on Saturday the I4th inst. with every possible solemnity, do 
inuch honour to the ciu^ens of New- York. All know thd 
cause of his deatii, and all will bear it in mind* Let the cid*' 
zens of these States for ev€r remember, that his life was devot- 
ed to their service; Let them remember, that it was through 
anxiety for their welfare, that he gave the ofFeiice which 
[was the cause of] his death. He saw himself under the 
necessity of either permitting them to be deceived by profess 
sions which he suspected to be false ; or, in cauuoning thei^i 
against their danger, of giving offence to their enemies^ 
He did not hesitate for a moment* He cannot be suspected 
of being influenced by party animosity, nor of seeking pro^ 
motion on the ruin of his adversary* He was their a private 
citizen, and his determination to remain so was unchanged* 
Seeing with concern the intrigues of men whose views he 
co\ild not justify, in the frankness of his heart he uttered his 
fears ; and for this generous indiscretion he lost his life* 
Yet the cause of his death must not be sought for here [only] ; 
but in that pride which could not brook a superior ; that envy 
which bickened at his fame ; that ambition which maddcped 
with impediments ; that spirit of revenge which counted not 
the price of its gratification* The hand raised against htm^ 
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was moved bjr a heart trhich never melted at his eloquence $ 
tind dkecled by an eye whkb lowered upon his ^coeUence. 
'Hamtk<A did not die by the hand <^ a BruHis ; he com- 
Tnanded no power but the mild influence of his character ; 
he headed no army but the pacific legions of his virtues. He 
liad never subjugated his country; nor, by his approach t^ 
absolute power, invited the offer of a crown. Yet was he 
branded a Caesar. His death was not the consequence of ft 
recent offence : it had long been desired, and a pretext Icmg 
43ought ion When Washington invited him to bis confi-* 
denee ; when be conferred upon him marks of his esteem as 
he delighted to do; the heart which moved the hand against 
him, sunk in envy. Alas ! that private hatred should be 
able to deprive the world of such a mind as his ; such a rare 
Versatility of talents ; such a group of mild virtues. Those 
who had before condemned the practice of duelling, as in- 
consistent with religion and the laws of the land, will now 
have an additional reason for their disapprobation. It has 
deprived his family of a husbcmd and father ; his friends of 
a cheerful companion ; his profession of its proudest boasts 
society of -a benevolent and active member; his country of 
her bravest champion, and the world of an honest man. AU 
this mischief was the work of private revenge ! 



NEWPORT MERCURY. 

As the public appear to be highly interested in the melan» 
choly death of that eminently distinguished Patriot and Sol- 
dier, Gen. Alexander HamikorUi we have appropriated a large 
proportion of this day's paper, to the publication of those ar- 
rangements made in New- York for his splemn interment, 
and for the general expression of that sorrow which appears 
to have pervaded all ranks and parties in the citj'. Want 
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of room prevents our pubUshing the correspoodeiice befeweeii 
Gen. Hamilton and CoL Burr, before next week^ wlie» 
the public shall be gratified, by a perusal of all the commu- 
nications on this subject, by yrhich it wiU very evidendy ap- 
pear, that there existed in the mind of Col. Burr, a pre- 
.determined hostility and inveteracy of design, which no 
language could assuage...no honourable concession could ap- 
j)ease» » 

. Although we explickly condemn the barbarous am} un- 
;christian custom of duelling, so shamefully prevsdent in our 
country, yet it affords us much satisfaction, under this 
.great national calamity, to ascertain the pleasing fact*...that 
Gen* Hamilton, with extreme reluctance [only], under .what 
he honestly conceived, imperious necessity.««.was induced to 
wave his conscientious scruples against this unequal mode of 
terminsiting disputes ; and that, such was his conduct, dur- 
ing the last solemn scene of his life, as to induce a belief 
that he died at peace widi the world, and reconciled in sa- 
cred love to his God. 



•' 'Tis just to give applauscr wlierc 'tis deserv'd ; 

His virtues, sure, have stood the test of fortune » 

Like purest gold, that, tortured in the furnace, 

Comes out more bright, and brings forth all its weight."' 

** How does the lustre of this great man's actions, 

Through the dark cloud of ills that covered him. 

Break fortb« and shine with more triumphant brightnest."' 

I 



THE CONNECTICUT GAZETTE. 



At Philadelphia, Boston, and other places, we perceive 
that tributes of great respect are paid to the memory of the 
beloved and lamented Hainition* An eulogy is to be de- 
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llvered by Harrison G. Otis, Esq. at Boston, and the citl* 
irens are recommended to wear crape for thirty days.«..The 

citizens of Philadelphia assembled and passed several re 
solves honorary to the deceased, predicated on the foUow- 
iiag.,./' That a national tribute of respect to the memory of 
departed heroes and statesmen, not only excites an emula- 
tion of their glorious example, but constitutes the purest re- 
ward of their toils and their virtues ; and that such a tribute 
is justly due to the memory of Alexander Hamilton." The 
b^s were tolled, the colours of the vessels were displayed 
half-mast, and the citizens were requested to wear crape on 
die left arm for thirty days. 

As General Hamilton, in point of national services, stood 
among the first of those worthies who achieved our Inde- 
pendence, and contributed probably more than any other 
man, to the adoption of our excellent constitution, his death 

at any time would have caused a general grief; but the pre- 
mature and tragic manner in which he was torn from us,' 
has justly excited a national feeling of sorrow and indigna- 
tion, honourable to our national character, and to the me- 
mory of the deceased. The loss of so much talents and in- 
tegrity at this time, is no common deprivation. Every citi- 
zen has lost a friend, and every honourable man a brother. 

Consulting the sentiments and'feeling of the public, we 
have appropiated a considerable portion of our paper to this 
interesting subject, and doubt not t^ie approbation of our 
readers. 



THE NOtlFOLK LEDGER. 



Let us Mourn ///....The good, the wise, the patriotic 
Alexander Hamilton ; whose whole life was devoted to 
the service of man; from the exercise of whose talents, thi» 
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coun(ty has derived benefits of the most incalculable m^iApii' 
tude : His Arm was exerted for our Independence :.««*Hia 
Science in framing our Constitution :....His Elo^jience in 

obtaining its adoption :....His Knowledge in origpuiatiQg our 
Finance. And those blessings which he had so eminently 
contributed to obtain, he has ever shown himself the most 
forward to defend and insure. This great and virtuous 
man, who was the unchanging friend of his country, who 
was the invaluable friend of Washington, died, on Thurs- 
day^ July 12, 1804, at the house of William BsQ^ml, Esq* 

m 

nt Greenwich, in consequence of a wound revived from 
the Vice-President of the United States. His memoiy will 
be embalmed with the tears of a nation. 

SAME PAPER,. 

Ouit coimtry has never felt so severely the dreadful efiecti'^ 
6f Duelling, as it is likely to experience in that which we 
are about to announce. 

General Hamilton, a man deservedly dear to every 
worthy citizen of the United States ; a mad from whom this 
country has derived benefits more extensive and important 
than have been conferred upon her by any other man now 
living ; a man, who, viewed in the various relations of scho- 
lar, lawyer, soldier, statesman, and citizen, shone with 
unrivalled splendour ; a m^n whose loss must fill every vir- 
tuous mind with the deepest regret; was, on the 11th inst. 
at Hoboken in Jersey, wounded mortally, in a duel with 
Col. Burr, Vice-President of the United States. 



Portsmouth oraclb. 

- t 4 1 

Deep ictmentation....DiEDy at New-York, on the afternoon 
of Thursday last. Gen. Alexander Hamihony of a wound 
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jfiuch he received on the iqoii^ii^ o^tl^ preceediog day^ ii^ 
a duel with CoL Burr. Never was a death more sincerely 
aiid jusdy lamented ; and his loss will be sensibly felt, 
thiottg^out the United States. In him were united the 
most sfdendid talents and the strictest political integrity. 
There was no man more universally beloved by those who 
knew him, and in whom such unbounded confidence was 
placed. 

. Wh£^ the feelings of the public shall, in some n^easure^ 
have subsided, we shall probably present to our readers a 
correct statement of the circumstsoices which produced this 
inelanchdy event, together with a tribute of respect to the 
imequalled talents ai^ virtues of that great and illustrious 
character. 



XL^JnUY CENTINEL. 

A KUMEHOtrs »id respectable meeting of merchants and 
9ther citizens of Albany, convened at the Cit}'-Hall of said 
city, on Friday last at 6 o'clock in the evening, pursuant to 
public notice, in order ^!' to unite in esq^uressing their sorrow 
and regret at the loss our country has suffered in the death 
of its first citizen, Alexander^Hamilton :" 

Tjiis meeting being; opened, the letter from the Right 
Rev. Bishop Moore to the Editor of the Evening Post was 
^ad, by particular request, and received with a solemn at« 
tention, and highly grateful sensations ; when the following; 
determinations were adopted : 

« 

^' We, the merchants and ©ther citizens of Albany, impres-. 
sed with a just sense of the merit attached to the character of 
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Alexander Hamilton, bjr his distinguished military seirices 
during the late Revolutionary War.—his eminent display of 
talents and services as a statesman, and his exaked princi- 
ples of honour and integri^ ; do fed a deep albnse of sor- 
row and regret at the untimely death of that truly great man; 
and we do unanimously agree to wear a band of crape 
aiXHUid. the arm for the space of six weeks, as a testimonial 
of veneration and esteem for departed merit, and as a badge 
of mourning for the loss experienced by our country in the 
death of so invaluable a citizen. 

And we do further agree, that the Clei^ of the several 
denominations in this city, be itaited upon, in behalf of this 
meeting, and requested to preach a Sermon in their req>ec- 
tive churches, appropriate to the solemn occasion*** 

.At a meeting of the Gentlemen of the Bar of this city, it 
was unanimously agreed to wear crape for six weeks as a tes- 
timonial of their veneration and esteem for the talents and 
virtues of General Hamilton, and of the deep regret with 
which they deplore his death* 

At a meeting of the Students at Law of the city of Albany, 
• on the 20th of July, 1804, on the occasion of the death of 

the late Alexander H4|nilton*-£LijAH Thomas in the 

Chair : 

** Resolved unanimously^ That this meeting entiertain the 
highest veneration for the character, and a lively and sacred 
respect, for the memory of the late Alexander Hamilton ^ 
and that in testimony of their sorrow for his untimely 
death, they will wear crape on the left arm for six weeks.** 

^ TEUNIS VAN VECHTEN, Sec'nj. 
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LANSINGBURGH GAZETTS* , 

iiovir sletp the Bn^ve ! they sink to rest. 
By all their country's wishes blest ! 

Tribute of IiespecU...TiiE citizens of Lansingburgh and 
Waterford, having received the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of Gen. Alexander Hamilton, met at Johnson*^ 
Hotel on Wednesday last, in order to adopt somfe. suitable 
method of expressing their deep regret for his loss, and the 
high esteem and veneration which they entertain for his 
character. 



, •••• 



Cornelius Laksing, Esq. in the chair; and John T. 
Close, secretary* 

After some prefatory remarks by David Allen, Esq. in 
which* the virtues of the deceased General were feelingly 
and impressively portrayed, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted.... 

*' Resohed^ That this meeting do participate with their 
fellow-citizens elsewhere, in a due sense of the irreparable 
loss this state, and the United States, have sustained in the 
death of Gen. Alexander Hamilton ; whose unrivalled ta- 
lents, distinguished patriotism, eminentrservices, and unsul- 
lied honour, rendered him th# ornament of his country. 

Resohed ako^ That as a testimonial of their respect to 
his memory, they will wear a crape on the left arm for the 
space of thirty days. 

Resolved ako^ That a committee be appointed to wait on 
the Rev. Samuel Blatchford, Pastor of the united congre- 
gations of Lansingburgh and Waterford, and request him 
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to deliver a Sermon ap p ro p ria t e to the mournful occasion^ 
on Sunday next ; mid that Elijadi Janes^ Mosea Scott, amt 
David Allen, EsqrB. be that committee^" 

JOHN T. CLOSE, Secretary^ 



KORTHEKN BUDGET* 

At a general meeting of the inhabatants of the village of 
Troy, at Titti* itin^ oq the^vemng of the irth July, 1804 ; 

« 

^^ Reaohed unanimously^ That the death of General Akx« 
ander Hamilton, whose unrivalled talents and unsullied in-^ 
tegrity have exalted him above the reach of Eulogium, is an 
event to be deplored by all who admire intelligencey or ve- 
nerate ttw^* 

2. That, as a testimony of the regret felt by this meet- 
ing for the loss of a fellow-citizen so amiable and illustrious, 
and whose death afflicts America and Htmumityy they will 
wear crape on the left arm for thirty days* 

3. That a Committee, composed of N, Schuyler, Wra. 
M. Bliss, and J. Osborne, Esqrs* wait on the Rev. Jonas CoCj 
-and request him to* deliver a Discourse, on the next Sab- 
1)aUi, adapted to this solemn occasion*'* 

DERICK LANE, Chairman. 
Jeremiah Osborne, Ssc\y. 

I 

Agreeably to the request contained in the above reso- 
lution, Mr. Coe delivered, on Sunday afternoon, a Discourse 
well adapted to the melancholy occasion, from 2* Samuel, Sd 
chap, and part of the 34th verse — As a man falteth before 
wicked men^ &o fullest thou. And oil the pec U veptfor him. 
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ITlte gloom depicted on the countenances of a very numerous 
kudience, testified the general regret which was excited by 
the loss of a citizen so eminently useful and honorary to our 
eovMitry. 



THE BEE. (Democratic* J 

The death of General Hapiilton has given his political 
sidversaries, the republicans, an opportunity of displaying a 
liberality and magnanimity we in vain look for to the federal- 
ists» Laying aside the animosity entertained against his 
political principles, and regarding only his unparalleled ta« 
lents and accomplishments, the public bodies who have taken 
Up the subject, though composed of republican -and federal 
members, have unanhnotisfy joined in paying the tribute of 
respect to his memoty. But eminent abilities and inte- 
grity are not the peculiar characteristics of contending par- 
ties ; and when so great a man as Alexander Hamilton is * 
suddenly taken off the stage of public action, we should 
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Let the good they do live after them.*' 



TESTIMONY OF RESPECT. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the village of Allen*, 
town, in the state of New Jersey, and its vicinity, agreeably 
to public notice, for the purpose of mutual sympathy and 
condolence, under the calamity which their country sustains 
in the distressing and untimely death of her admired and 
beloved fellow-citizen. General Alexander Hamilton ; and 
for the pui*pose also of uniting in their humble but sincere 
and respectful tribute of admiration and gratitude, so justly 
due to his memory, his pre-eminent talents, his great and im- 
portant services as a citizen and soldier, and his many and 
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distinguished virtues — Captain yames Bruere was chosea. 
Chairman, and James H. Imlay^ Secretary, when the follow- 
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted ^ 

1st. Resolvedy That die great and distinguished services 

and talents, the many and eminent virtues of the late Ge« 

. neral Alexander Hamilton, have a just claim to the grateM 

'Stknowledgement, the high veneration, and the everlasUng 

remembrance and esteem, of his fellow-citizens^ 

2d. Thai: however questionable may be die correctness 
of the judgment of the illustrious deceased, in acceding to 
the interview which led to his afflictive and prematuce 
death, we cannot but admire the purity of his motives and 
the magnanimity of his conduct....and it is with regret at a 
catastrophe so sad and disastrous, the manner whereof adds 
accumulated wo to the bitterness of grief, we find ourselves 
constrained to declare, that therd appears no cause for the 
like admiration of the conduct of his adversary....nor any 
"^circumstances connected with that conduct which m any 
degree alleviate our sorrow, or palliate so ruthless and vindiC'- 
the a measure* 

3d. That in this afflicting dispensation of Providence^ 
under which our country now mourns, in taking from us 
©ur second Father ^ General Alexander Hamilton, the intre- 
pid son and companion of our beloved and venerated JVash^ 
mgton^ in all the toils and dangers of the revolutionary war, 
and his faithful and confidential friend and counsel in the 
orgaaizalion and administration of the general government, 
we acknowledge the goodness o^ Heaven in so far .pirolong- 
ing his life as to have afforded him the opportunity to de- 
clare his unequivocal disapprobation of the barbarous prac- 
tice of duelling«..4and withal to seal and confirm, with his df^ 
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breathy his heliefin the essential doctrines of our Holy HeE" 
^■a7**...thercby enabling him, to his other excellencies of 
character, to add the exalted character of a Christian. So 
that as he was in life, ambitious only of doing good^ and pro- 
moting the true and substantial interests of his country^ in his 
<leath it has been his distinguished fortune and felicity 
alike to subserve this important and desirable object. For 
Himself he had lived enough....to honour and glory. For 
his country..«.if her wishes and prayers had prevailed, he 
had ever lived, while superior talents, inflexible integrity, 
and distinguished virtue, are estimable in society....nor had 
he fallen* by the ruthless hand of violence and premetUtated 
revenge 

4th, That the Reverend Mr. Cornell be requested to 
prepare and deliver a funeral discourse commemorative of 
his memory and sendees, exposing the evils of the pernici- 
ous custom of duelling, and enforcing also the useful and 
salutary evidence which the enlightened and coiiiapreh^psive 
mind of the deceased hath given of the truth of the Chris!^^ 
tian Religion. 

5th. That axopy of the proceedings of Ais meeting, 
signed by the Chairman and attested by the Secretary, be 
published in one or both of the newspapers of Trenton. 

JAMES BRUERE, Chairman. 
JAMES H. IMLAY, Secretary. 
^Allentorvn, New-Jersey^ August llth^ 1804. 



-? Trenton^ City-Hotel^ Sept. 5th^ 1804. 

*' At a meeting of the Sergeants, Counsellors, Attomies, 
axid Solicitors of the New- Jersey Bar, at the first term of 
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the Supreme Court since the ever to be l«meiited fiftte ot 
Genera} Alexander Hamilton, Aahon D. Wooomm, JS^q** 
Attorney-General, waa called to the chair^ and Johatbah 
Rhea, Esquire, appointed Secretary : 

Whereupon it was proposed, and by the Members of the 
Bar unanimously agreed, in this puUic manner to joia their 
fellow-citizens throughout the United States, in expressing^ 
their deep and mo^t unfeigned gri«f for the premature death 
of that unrivalled man* 

Sensible that no language of theirs could comprehend 
his various talents and illustrious actions, and tenderly at« 
tached to hb well earned lame, they will not diminish its 
llustre by inadequate conc^ptions.-^-Jn common with the 
A.merican people, they only unite to publish what ihcyjiel^ 
that the pride and the hope of tbeir>:ountry is forever lost. 
This poor and formal tribute to his memory is all that, as 
a profession, they can bestow*— but in each besot tbere i& 
erected to him a monument, inscribed with peipetoal ad- 
miration and affection* 

Published by direcdon of the New- Jersey Bar, 

A. D. WOODRUFF, Chairman. 
J. RHEA, Secretary. 



FROM THE CHARLESTON COURIER* 

It may perhaps have occasioned some surprise diat we 
should have hitherto said so little on a subject so deeply af- 
fecting to .America, and so universally lamented, as the 
death of Gen. Hamilton. It might have been expected 
that we, whose political Sentiments were so nearly allied to 
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tiiose of Aat great man, should not be silent on his loss, 
while every paper on the continent teemed with panegyri^^ 
-6f one kind or other, on the splendour of his talents, and 
the brilliancy of his virtues. The tribute which enmity it« 
self refuses to the living is very rarely withheld from the 
dead ; for, thank God ! the cases are but few in which the 
human heart is not true to itself: that panegyric should be 
found most sparing where admiration and respect may have 
been conceived to be most abundant, will perhaps surprise $ 
but can surprise only those who have, not very deeply con* 
sidered the workings of the soul of man in its strongest 
emotions. 

That the illustrious personage at present in contempla- 
tioB was far beyond the reach of any praise, few will refuse 
to aBow. , In that just humility which a sense of t^e magni« 
tudeof tlie subject, veneration fer the man, and the con» 
acioosness of our incapacity, inspired, we could not cast a 
glance at an attempt to delineate such excellence, without 
drawing back from it with awe...«with fear. Standing in 
this posture^, however, we have had ample occasion to re- 
joice that the abstinence which arose from instinctive im- 
pube, was as correct as if it had been the result of cool rea« 
son and reflection, since the praise of friends so much bet« 
ter qualified for the office than we presume to be, would 
have thrown our attempts into the shade ; and the panegyric 
of candid men who were his political enemies when he liv- 
ed, far transcend all that we Could hope to offer. The over- 
flowings of our hearts might be taken for the studied pane- 
gyric of the partisan ; but the praise of generous adversa- 
ries carries the stamp of truth upon its face, and has the 
passp(Mt of sincerity to every heart. We could not be 
wrong in abstaining from an attempt which would put the 
eloquence of a Plecbier, a Mascaron, a Bossuet, or a Burke, 
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to a hard trial, and which is yet performed to gre^l^r ^ect 
by the sincerity of honest adversaries, than it could by alt 
the eloquence of those great men united, if they were all 
living, and were, as such men certainly would be, the friends 
and enthusiastic admirers of General Hamilton. 

Among those who have done honour to themselves, and 
iiideed to our common nature, by doing justice to General 
Hamilton, though opposed to his politics, Mr. Cheetham, of * 
New-York, stands eminently foremost. His eulogy upon 
that illustrious personage is highly creditable to his under- 
standing, and still more creditable to his heart. Rarely have 
we read a more affecting piece of eloquence. It breathes 
truth and sincerity in every line. In it flie heart is preseiit- 
* ed to view, as it were, breathless and panting, bursting 
through the fetters of political prejudice, standing fordi to 
the light of day, and desiring to be under^jtood. Gracious 
God ! how lovely is truth ! how eloquent does virtue make 
men ! how dignified the attitude in which Mr. Cheetham 
stands in that honest effusion«...and how much more digni* 
fied when contrasted with that sceoagepart which he depre- 
cates ; which he trusts there is no one man capaUe of acting ; 
but which we, from the very beginning, expected widi some- 
thing approaching to certainty, would-be acted, and which 
nov/ impudently and ignominiously stares the world in the 
face. 

. Perhaps no illustrious personage, ancient or modem, has 
ever had a more glorious monument heaped upon his ashes, 
than General Hamilton has received from the concurrent tes- 
timony of all parties, and all characters and descriptions of 
men in America. Hi^ friends and fellow-citizens are incon- 
solable. The worthy men of his adversaries pour forth the 
voluntary tribute of regret for his death, and panegyric on 
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luis life ; and the finishing polish, the most brilliant lustre, is 
given to the whole by the malignity of those biped hyaenas, 
who, as they thirst for the blood of the living, hunger for the 
&esh of the dead, and purvey for their ravening maws from 
the recesses of the sepulchre. 

The time has been, when to speak irreverently of die 
mighty dead, would be looked upon as worse than sacrilege, 
and when the wretch who carried his animosity beyond the ' 
grave, would be hunted down as an alien and enemy to the 
human race. But the moral world has undergone an earth- 
quake shock, in which the hearts of some have been cast 
out of their bodies, and dnders raked from the fires of Hell 
put into their place. What Burke said of the Jacobins and 
Revolutionists of Europe, may on this occasion be applied 
|o the Jacobins of America. " They have tigers to fall 
' upon animated strength. They have hyenas to pray upon 
dead carcases. The National Menagerie is collected by 
the first physiologists of the time, and it is defective in no 
description of savage nature. Neither sex nor age....;?^^ tiie 
sanctuary of the tomb is sacred to them ; and they deny even t9 
the departed^ the sad immunities of the grave..^,\i all Revolu- 
tionists [continues he] were not proof again§t all caution, I 
should recommend it to their consideration, that no persona 
were ever known in history', sacred or profane, to *oex Hie 
sepulchre^ and by their sorceries to call up the prophetic dead 
with any <Hher event than the prediction of their own dis- 
astrous fate....Z^flt;^ me^ cih I -kaue 77ie to repose*"* 

With the sentiments of Mr. Cheetham respecting the, 
person who terminated the existence of Gen, Hamilton, we 
most completely concur. To publish our opinions upon that 
subject and that person, while he lies* under the cloud of un- 
acquitted homicide, would be injustice, and look liJte a de- ' 
^ire to inflame the' minds of those who must hereafter trv 
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him...*//' there be Icnu in this country* But it may be worth 
while to ask. Whether the Cfuef Magistracy of a country am 
consistently with laWj reason^ justicej religion^ morality j or 
common sense^ remain deposited in hands embrued in the blood 
ofafeUouH^itizen ? Much as we admired General Hamil* 
ton, and ardently as we wished to see the magistracy of the 
potent, yet gentle grasp of his mighty mind, we would have 
written every pen we have to the stump, to keep him foir* 
ever . from an office of which he woidd have been morally 
unfit, if he had in cold-blooded, deliberate malice, taken the 
life of any citizen, even of CoL Burr* As for this last men* 
tioned gendeman, he may say in the words of Richard, ^ Why 
now my golden dream is ouiP But, so &r unlike Richard^ 
he has lost the bright reward of daring mindsm^^^TOK £V£B* ' 

Readers ! whatever your political opinions may be, pre«^ 
serve your morals unstained—. your hearts unvidated by 
malice. What a frightful wreck that man presents to the 
moral eye, who has silenced the cries of conscience, andr 
stopped the throbs of humanity within his bosom, certain 
false and malicious observations upon General Hamilton, 
since his death, disseminated through the papers of Amerl* 
ca, will show you. Reflect upon them with abhorrente. 
And as on one hand I conjure you, without reference to poli« 
tical opinions, to applaud Mr. Ch^etham for his worthy sen« 
timents, so I beseech you to avert your eyes from the hw 
deous spectacle presented by others, and condemn, but da 
not curse them. 

Aspic! mus populus, quorum non sufHcit ire 
Occidisse aliquem : sed pectorSi Brachia, vultum 
Credidcrint genus esse cibl. Juvenal, 15th Sat. 

An impious crew wc have beheld, whose rage 
Their en'my's very life could not assuage, 
Unless they banquet on the wretch they slew. 
Devour the corpse, and lick the blood they drew ! 

Drypen's JuvB^^A^ 
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Jik we afe this day called Upon^ not less by inclitiation 
)}>an doty and gratitudie, to offer the last public mark of our 
^eqpect to General Hamilton^ it may not be amiss> to say a 
fi^w uroi^ respecting that illustrious persoaage. 

It we make ^ fair estimate of the value of those great' 
»eii wlio have distinguished themselves in this most im** 
portaivt erat)f the history of man, and judge of the services 
Aey would hereafter confei*, by those they have already 
Tendered to the states ; we must consider the death of Gene- 
ral Han^ilton as the greatest loss, not only which the country 
has hitherto sustained, but&r greater than it is possible for 
it to sustain at this time, by the death of any single individii- 
al« The reverence due tp the great champion of our free- 
dom, ^ndiounder of our national Independence, Washington, 
may perhaps give occasion to some people to start with sur- 
prise, at a position of such wide and sweeping comprehension,' 
as to the past....while, on the other hand, there will not bel 
wanting those. Who, taking their opinions rather from thef 
muddy, green-mantled pool of party prejudice and rancorous 
faction, than fit>m the pure fountain of wisdom, distributive 
justice, and truth, wffl not only question but condemn it. 
To the former, whose noble and disinterested sentiments of 
gratitude for a deceased benefactor, we bow with respect, 
but not, in this instance, with implied acquiescence ; We say, 
datthe great and glorious being they revere, not mote thart 
we do, had accomplished the object of his mission, and fell 
into the gratte by the ordinary visitation of Heaven..,.ripe 
in old age and full of honours, venerjAle with the hoar of 
mvLtry yt^t^j and covered with the blessings of d grateful 
people* He had fived long enough to do all which the 
wisdom, the valour, and the virtue, of one man could do 
for his countrj', and he died time enough to escape thftt 
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mortiiying condition of fife, in wkieh the canker of txSsU 
^nce and decrepitude, eata away the hoaitled frame of vig^r« 
ous manhood,' and the trunk, leafless, barei- stripped of it*^ 
verdant honours^ or, perhaps, thundertftmck at the. heady 
bears melancholy testimony of its past grandeur, only by 
the contrast of its present decay. To wish that Washington 
were immortal would be impious, even for Americans*... 
to wish him to live till the rose was withered onrth« bvanch^ 
and breathed no smell, would be ungrateful. And here 
lies the consolation of ^ns all, who, with our posterity, iwist 
remain the indefeasible grantees and debtors of the powers 
of Washington for all we possess ; that though his death, 
let it happen when it would, must have shocked ns like 
some of those natural convulsions which overwhelm our 
minds with horror while they spare ourselves; yet, now 
that it has pleased God so to will it that he is gone, we 
must recollect that he might, in common with some of the 
greatest men that ever existed, have extended the duration 
of his life beyond that of his powers^ and ere he died^ want- 
ed strength to sustain the weight of such a world of dignity 
and glory as Fortune, for that one occasion, conspiring 
with supreme virtues and talents, and the best of causes, 

had laid upon his Atlantean shoulders. 

* 

Thi; state of Hamilton was different ; a colossus of might 
he stood ; the American commonwealth on his shoulders i 
with one foot in the vigour of manhood, and dbe other ift 
thje counsel of ripened years. Whatever services he had done 
to his country, the growth of his talents, and tl]^ mediocrity 
of hid time of life, g^ve ample hope that be would hav<$ done 
much more. Far from beginning to dwindle, the JEruit 
was not yet at full melioration, and its promised growth and 
perfection was, to the discerning eye, greater than the past. 
Superlatively great as he was in retrospect, the eye to which 
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God gives to look into the ipomb of t!me, could perceive 
kim gceater in proq)ective : And the Genius of America, if 
its s^endour, glory, and felicity, were her aim, could only 
have wished that Hamilton were to live, and that an occa- 
sion should offer, in which, as has sometimes happened, 
the nation could be e^calted to the highest supremacy of glo- 
ry by the virtu<es and talents of one individual* 

What did Hamilton want of the essential constituents of 
n. great man ? Who is there in the anciebt or modem world 
tJbat, taking in the whole round of human perfections^ and 
moral and patriotic virtues, haa surpassed him ? And which 
of the great men who have passed in review before us over 
the field of history, whose virtues have suffered so little 
diminution from an alloy, the vices that cling to humanity i 
We believe none. With the thunder of Demosthenes, the 
splendour of Cicero, and the patriotic fervour of both, he 
exhausted his last breath in the service of his country. But, 
unlike thef former,. the lustre of his mental endowments was 
not. stained by cowardice or effeminacy....No Cheronaea 
witnessed the pu^animoua flight of our American orator* 
No Trsszene or Egina bore testimony to his slothfulness or 
unmanly indulgence. Nor did he, like the latter, make 
him^lf the proniinent figure in his own eloquence, or dimi« 
jiish the; value of his services by ui^reason^le or arrogant 
ditpectalicpsw As brave, and in sentiment and design as ex- 
alted, as the Macedonia Alexander, he was least in his own 
epinimi, eK^|^ from arrogance or pride, and unstained by 
compkxional defipotiamid With the universal genius of Ca»> 
SAT, and clemeni^ as signal, but more sincere, no alloy of 
a«Qbslioa.cheape]:^ the composiupti of his heart. He ab* 
horred a tyrant as m^h, as Briitus, but he abhorred the use 
e£ the poignar^ more. |{e was as Cato, just ; but unlike 
Qito, he. was severe only to himself^ And that mercy 
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which a just sense cif the commn infirmity cf iiiaD^ mataarp 
never fails to iirfiise into greatc minds, tempered damn to 
forgiveness his judgments upon eveiy beings and tvery oc« 
casion, bmt himself aod his own conduct. 

It is foond to be almostt beyond die iot^of hnnan natnro 
to display any- great quality of heart or mind withofut some 
counterbalance, some discolouration of infirmity. If we 
look to the Kfe of this itlustrious personage, we -shall find 
more to praise and less^ to condemn than in almost any other 
person who has made so distinguished a figure- Men of 
such stupendoos powers, as even bb memies dttow he po6« 
sessed, have seldom been found unadulterated with some 
foible, some vice, €x scmie odctity^ which have detracted 
from their own general merits, and poisoi^, or at least. 
ditpinishe4 the enjoyments of those ahbut tbM9« Johnson 
W»s,rMdj5, overbearing ^acd insuffer^e to all ($nd they wete 
but few) who levcllfed with binit unless they had the misfix'* 
tone to deserve from his pity what tbey could i^t obtain 
frona hi^ypQliteness. Newton was absent, and; envdoped 
from' society in clouds of abstraction. Swift itas i^ous^ 
sneering, harsh, and fastidious* The elder Pitt wsn, frosl 
excessive, capricious pasBion, at rimes the cuarse of his house. 
In short, if we examine tixe lives of almost aU grei^imcn, we 
shall find them frail^ feeble, and esEjtravagant 4 odi^ mi ca« 
pricious in some pointe,. in pmporticm to ^ matgnitude o£ 
tiieir powers and perfecticms ; and ^ die sjdendooc of their 
talents in others. Hot so our -iiiustrioas warric^: and stitfes^ 
man, Hamilton. High m science, befdi8{dayed it mlt un^ 
necessarily; and when he did,. disclosed it with sudh humi- 
lity and diiHdence, as If lie felt his superiority to be cmlyaa 
adventitious circumstafnce, for which it wa^ his duty rather 
to be humbly thaftbfiil tt) God nvho gave it, than proudly 
o^'crbearing to his creature3»..<and as if he cdnsid^red the 
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i^adeata be fotaemtd the pvoperrir of his feBow^citizecis, con- 
fidod bf llie. Grrer of al to hia care, tO be dealt out to them 
^att «8 hk Qfwa and as ji favour^ but as their property, de- 
posted in bis kee^g fcr their u8e« In the pursuits of an 
«tt*duous and abstruse professiooai science, be never suffered 
Ittmacif toi be caugjbt n^ing in the contempti^Mis affiectation 
^ absence, or bewSdered in real or pretended abstraction ; 
n^er was found peevish £n>m. interruption, has^ from op- 
position, or supercilious from •cotisciousness of superiority. 
The fiiend, tbe iyiow-citizen, tho strtoger who approached 
Uim, foond the same serenie equanimity and suavity at all 
times' portnr^ed in his manners, beaming fiom his coun« 
tenance, and dropping from his lips«*.«Those lips on which 
the Bees of Hybla perched while he was yet cradled.... Wife, 
children, iiiends, dcwiestics, dependants, were niade by 
the sweetness^ the toider humility, the wise playfulness, 
^and the eternally unruffled cheerfulness of the man, to for- 
get what every one else knew, namely,, that dley were then 
in contact with one of the greatest of mankind. He Kved, 
and as he lived he died, a creature of the public, devoted 
to its sen^ice. 

• No m4ii was more teen^iatgly filled with that enthusiasm 
which distinguished the Roman breast, and animated the 
Iteroes of that republic to the performaiKe and achievements 
which we contemplate at dusday with asumishment, doubt, 
and ackdimtion ; with that patriotic caithusiasm which glow- 
ed in th^ bo3om of Curtius, of Reguhis, and of the Decii, 
^xiA impelled .them to devote their lives a williog sacrifice to 
the good of their country. 

IfQyfX^ it is hard to tell which was most conspicuous in 
this extraordinary man — ^the splendour and usefulness of his 
public talents, or the happy effects of his private virtues. 



Energetic, cfisinterested, perspicacious, penetntitii^, Atre<v 
nuous, and intrepid, he discharged Us ptdblki ibnctions with 
unrlvaHed greatness, and without ostentation: Qiild/ gentie, 
affable, sincere, unassuming, full of ^mple grace and nata* 
rat dignity, he was unsurpassed i^ the diaqharge of Uie so* 
cial duties, in every relation of domestic life, insomuch l^t 
those who only hear4 his eloquence at the bar, or at the 
public tribunals, or saw his deeds of enterprise as a soldier, 
would conclude he was bom for that particular situation 
alone ; while those who witnessed his life at ^ hearth^ 
would swear that to plunge hin»in the storms of public conn 
tention, was to misapply the man, and to rob private socie* 
ty of one of its brightest ornaments and greatest Uessing&i^ 

r • - 

We wilf not break in upon the sanctity of this hallowed 
day *, with any obsen^ations unworthy of the occasion, or 
contradictory to the spirit of mildness, meekness, charity^ 
and christian benevolence, which was the soulof theinimita^ 
He Hamilton. We will onfy say— .Americans ! you have losli 
your champion^ your counsellor, and your guide. The ox^ 
nament of your country is destroyed — ^the lustre of your 
state is extinguished. The head that guided your guides — 
that clearest head that ever conceived, and tiiat sweetest 
tongue that ever uttered the dictates of wisdom, which con- 
founded your foe^ and enlightened your counciia, is now 
mouldering to cfey. That arm which from youth to death 
was ready taised to fall upon ai^ crush the heads of your 
enemies, is now melting to a clod of the valley. And that 
heart which braved and fluttered even Britons, when Britons 
were your foes ; which now poured forth its might in a tor- 
rent of terror upon armed hosts, and again flowed in hea- 
venly mercy to the conquered and prostrate, is by the JKuid 

* The day devoted to ji public testimonial of respect for HamiUoni'& 
piemory, by the citizens of Charleston, 
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Hamilton is gone, for ever fOQc ! No more shidl hit vakmr 
and military virtues flash confusion in the face of your ene- 

4 

mies ; no more his sagacious and perspective wisdom guide 
your councils ; td you aU those blessings are lost i 6rom you 
ibcy are outrageously tom^^ ^Yeti fellow«cititenS| profit by 
his death, as you have profited by his life. I^et it awaken 
yavfiromduit drunken dream in which you faave.wa^ed 
mwuy your honour, your morals, and ypur relijgpion— and, 
alas ! given to the grave — sent to eternity for a mere tem« 
potaiy offence, so many of your feUow^creatures. Fellow* 
citizens, let it produce in your hearts a wholesome horror of 
deeds of blood ; and let it open every channel of your ^ouls, 
while in sincerity we pour into them this undeniable truth, 
that kiBing by dud is inexpiable murder, against condem« 
naidon for which no worldly custom, no fashionable habit, 
will be allowed by God a$ a plea in bar. That to take the 
life of another, on any account but real self-defence, is a 
crime to which God, being all just, cannot extend mercy : 

that you deceive yourselves when you imagine a wesson le- 
velled at you by mutual agreement with an antagonist, af- 
fords the plea of self-defence : for that on the contrary, it 
enhances the damnable crime of murder by the still more 
damnable, if more damnable were possible, crime of sui- 
cide. ^ It is no time to paker with this great moral question 
now, when such examples are before us. Tl^ legislators 
who<Io not oppose terrible penal laws to the perpetration of 
murder by duel, are accessories before the fact to those who 
commit that crime. And diose who would not execute the 
laws, if made, and terrify the commuiu^ from such a crime 
by repeated victims, would be in feet murderers themselves* 

Devote this day to-pious contemplation, suitable to the 
melancholy event — ^let your contemplation brin§ forth fhuts 



of ainettdti^nf, wd4et HttodiHmi te pmt tmB^Mpkim m^ 
thingbutm the .^oA^liis death. ' • 

Ttf£ universal shock wtucfa «he dttaMh of Gett; I&nniiloir 
has given to ttu^ cocmtiy fi%>tn one «iid t^ the other, soSi^ 
dently denotes the sense entettaiiied <^ his ettmotimaxf 
merits and greactness ; of the serviiies he hod doiie, and the 
services expected from him* 7%e IbHiettent and magnitadd 
of the loss sustained by bis death, feur cfAe^ urn- able t» 
measure ; -and none can imagine, but didse ivho are tsi^ble; 
of knowing how much the wisdom of one man may do for « 
nation, or even for the ^6A of the whole world ; arid who 
at the same time know the ^most iknlHthomaUe depth of 
that great man^s mind. It stfeihs^ however,' a^if^il! was or<* 
dained 1^ Heaven, that nofhing |>ek>nging to him should be 
useless to his country and hia feUow-creat^ires^ race even 
duA most dreadful csdamity, his death, is Kkel}^ in one re<« 
spect to be beneficial to them:* It has roused and set in mo^ 
tion th^' almost e^inguished. sense of humanity, which once 
rendered the murder of a f^bw-creature a subject of uniit« 
terably horrible contemplation* . ; 

. ' .  

DuELLiKO is^now looked upon with something like the 
detestation it deserves ; and will in qll probabilit}' be put not 
only uiider the anathema of the genpral heart and mind oS 
the coQQtry, bpt under the he^v;^ penalty of the law*' If 
those vices are most dangei^s to soci^ which assume the 
exterior appearance of excellence, and simulate virtue, duel* 
ling ought to be treated with greater rigour thaqi common 
murder, since it icairieswith it circumstances, which, to 
young, to light, and to superficial minds, and above all, to 
the boastful $md vain glorious fool, render it so seductive as 
to ovei^ome all scruples of conscience, - all feeling for a feU 
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low-crealure, all sdme of duty to God, and, what wkh som» 
w^retches is more extraordinary, all sense g{ their own 
danger? For these reasons, and since the voice of all man- 
kind is already raised with just and unmitigated abhorrence 
and vengeance, against the perpetrator of every other mode 
or species of murder, the law should assume an aspect of 
tenfold terror to the duellist, and put him by a deep, strong- 
ly written, black, unalterable letter, out of the pale of hu- 
man mercy^ and oiFer him up an expiatory sacrifice for th& 
many thousands of murders which ciy to heaven for ven« 
geance oq the country that suffered such deeds to be done^ 
and let its laws lie passive. 

«• When by juit Tetigeance guilty mortals perish, 
'' The gods behold their punishment with pleasure, 
'< And lay the uplifted thunderbolt tuside." 

♦^ ADDJsai% 

ExcLusivfi of the sin of murder, duelling has other ruin- 
43US circumstances attending it«..ruinous to the prosperity and 
peace of whole families ; ruinous to the morals, well being, 
and peace of society ; and ruinous to the common weal, as 
being often the instrumental agent of faction, and corrupting 
the very first principle of our constitutional freedom, and 
destroying the freedom of elec]tion* 

[The foregoing elegant productions, from the Charleston 
Courier, containing many striking, correct, and original ob- 
servations,' are from the warm heart and clear head of Mr, 
S. CuLLEN Carpenter, editor of that paper ; a gentleman 
whose pen has justly gained him celebrity throughout the 
United States. It was his happiness personally to know 
him whose virtues and transcendent talents he has here so 
eloquendy described.] 

2 a 



Tb£ following elegant and pathedc eflfusion is fiom thr 
pen of Mr. Lathrop, editor of the Utica Patriot: 

DEATH OF GENERAL HAMILTON. 

** When the bright guardians of a country dicp 
The grateful tear in tenderness will start ; 
And the keen anguish of a reddening eye. 
Disclose the deep afflictions of the heart !"' 

To swell the sable triumphs of the tomb, the great 
Destroyer, in pointing his shaft at Hamilton, ha9 selected s^ 
yictiin of no ordinary value. He has not only taken fh>m 
the bosom of a beloved family its solace and support ; from 
the circle of his immediate friends its pride and ornament ; 
from the forum its most distinguished advocate ; from so- 
siely an emii^ent and useful citizen ; but from his countty 
he has taken its ablest statesman, its warmest patriot, iti 
great benefactor. 

With talents of a superior order, the choicest in nature's 
gift, improved by an elegant and refined education, strength- 
ened by intense and laborious application, directed to use- 
fulness by a steady love of justice and an undeviating ad- 
herence to the cause of truth, as a soldier, a statesman, t 
public advocate, a warm friend and zealous guardian of the 
liberties of his country ; the invaluable life of this distinguish- 
ed citizen has been spent with increasing glory to himself, 
and incalculable usefulness to his country. 

As a member of the family of the illustrious Washington ; 
as his companion in arms ; as his counsellor and friend, he 
shared with him the dangers of the revolution, and reaped 
%vith him the glory of its accomplishment. The siege of 
York^Town, which closed the military operations of the 
couiitiy, witnessed the last brilliant display of his militaij 
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«•□& fttd miTidding braveiy. . As a soldier, he imited brave- 
iry with humanity, skill with activity. So emineatly di8«> 
tlnguished were his militaiy talents, that he was designated 
on a momentous occasion by the ^eat Washington himself, 
SIS the man of his choice, to take the active command of our 
armies* 

As a statesman, the astonishing powers of his mind had 
full scope for exertion, and he has left the most splendid 
testimony of their extent and usefulness. With talents pro- 
found and active, with genius acute and penetrating, with 
learning deep and extensive, he made unwearied researches 
in political science, and has left as a rich legacy to his coun- 
trymen, a luminous view of the most correct principles in 
civil policy and government. As a minister of finance and 
a constitutional counsellor of the executive, he shone with 
peculiar greatness. The fiscal regulations of our country 
witness his versatile and extraordinary powers, in the speedy 
acquisition and practical improvement of the principles of 
science, new and intricate. Called by a beloved President^ 
to raise the sinking credit of a nation, to explore its resour- 
ces, and direct its finances to an effective application, we 
were astonished at the facility with which he accomplished 
this arduous undertaking. 

As an advocate at the bar, he was unrivalled. He had 
drained the deepest fountains of legal science, and from ths 
more pleasing source of belles-letters learning he had acquir- 
ed the most commanding eloquence. In the practice of 
professional duty, he became the good man's friend and 
advocate, a terror to the oppressor, and a foe to iniquity. 

** He was never found to pluck down justice 
Frpm its awful bench, 
To trip theYause of law, or blunt the sword 
That guards the peace and safety of the state." 
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In the private walks of life, through all its rbhtrre «hilic% 

Hamilton was highly valued. 
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'* His life was gentle, and the elements so mixt 
In him, that nature might stand up and say 
To ail the world— «ft&w fu<w a man." 

m 

Bt7T to be the pride of his country and its chief oraament^ 
avalTed him nothing ! Neither his greatness, nor his use* 
fulness, could avert the impending blow, or wrest from it$ 
purposes the counsels of the Almighty* 

*< Ah ! what avaird that wide capacions mind. 
With every science accurately fraught, 
The keen ey*d fanc^ spark'ling and refined. 
The blaze of genius and the burst of thought 1 
Ah ! what avail'd that magnitude of soul, ^ 
Warm'd to debate by patriotic fire^ 
Which bade the bolts of eloquence to roll. 
And taught astonish'd senates to admire i 
Bade his lov'd country shake away the gloom, 
Which bound her feeble temples with disgrace ; 
And like the bold^ but deathless chief of Rome, 
Twine everlasting laurels in its place I 
Ah ! nought avail'd the mind's extended power, 
Nor worth, nor greatness, could avert his doom i 
^natch'd in the sun-beam swiftness of an hour, 
To swell the triumphs of th' insatiate tomb/' 

Tes, reader, this brilliant luminary in the literary world, 
this splendid orb of our political hemisphere, is set for"ever ! 
A star of the first magnitude in the political temple is extin- 
guished ! A Pillar of superior strength is fallen ! Cut oiF in 
the full vigour of life, in the full possession of his faculties, 
and in the midst of all his usefulness, the great Hamilton 
now sleeps with his fathers ! That intellectual fountain, from 
which flowed the richest streams of eloquence, is dried up; 
the fire of that genius, whose acuteness pierced the inmost 
recesses of science, is quenched forever; that eye, whose 

penetrating glance was the sure index of an acute and pe« 



netrating mind, is now demed for ever ; that tongue, on whose 
eloquence listening senates bung with admiration, is now 
silent for ever ; and dumb for ever is that voice which was the 
harbinger of wisdom, and the herald of instruction. The 
trophies of the graye are enriched with a genj of superior 
worth ; the world is rifled of an intellectual treasure of in- 
estimable value. 

r 

** O ! what a fall was there my countrymen ! 
Then you and I, and all of us fell down, 
Whilst Uoody treason triumph'd over us.*' 

Though the grave now shrouds the mortal part of the 
How immortal Hamilton, his memory and his fame are en* 
fthrined in the bosoms of his grateful countrymen, and will 
be ever cherished and protected, with the warmest emotions 
of love and admiration. This sacred deposit will be trans- 
mitted to posterity in the fulness of its ^lory and the purity 
of its excellence. A distinguished page in the annals of our 
country, will be adorned with the record of his character, 
with a faithful delineation of his talents, virtues, achieve- 
ments, and greatness, and the admiration of posterity shall 
perpetuate his fame. There will the record of the sad ca- 
tastrophe of his death draw forth the tear of pity from the 
eye of tenderness, and the sigh of regret from the bosom of 
humanity. There will the moralist* read with warm appro- 
bation the sentiments of a Hamilton, on the subject of the 
barbarous custom to which he fell a sacrifice ; there will he 
see the abhorrence in which he held a practice, sanctioned 
by the manners of the age in which he lived ; and which, 
from a peculiar combination of circumstances, he conceived 
as to himself was unavoidable. There will the Christian 
dwell with exquisite delight on the record of the bright ex- 
ample of this great man, who, in the fulness of belief, em- 
braced the doctrines of Christianity, partook of its ordinan- 
ces, and died in the consoling hope of its promises. 



FROM THE BOSTON REFZ&TORT. 

TEARS OF COLUMBIA 

ALTERED FROM COLLINS. 

Wbilk lost to all her former mirth, 
Columbia, weeping, bends to earth, 

And seeks her Heroes grave- 
While stain'd with blood, she strives to tear. 
Unseemly, from her fragrant hair 

The wreaths that Sumfper gave ; 

The thoughts that mosiag Pity paya. 
And fond Remembrance loves to raise. 

Shall on her steps attend ; 
l^till Fancy, to herself unkind^ 
Awakes to grief the soften'd mind. 

And paints the bleeding friend. 

By jffudton*% broad descending wave 
Her ceaseless tears bedew the grave. 

Where Hamilton is laid— • 
That tacredspot, with cypress crowned, 
Shall jealous Soncur watch around. 

And Truth protect the shade. 

0*er him whose doom thy virtues grieve. 
Aerial forms shall sit at eve. 

And bend the pensive head ; 
And fstlPn by fate's severe command. 
Imperial Honour^ awful hand 

Shall point his lowly bed. 

The warlike dead of cv'ry age. 
Who fill the fair recording page. 

Shall leave their sainted rest— 
And half reclining on his spear, 
£ach wond'ring chief by ttirns appear 

To hail the blooming guest. 

Great Woibington, unknown to yield ; 
Montgomery^ from AbramUJield^-^ 

Shall gaze with fix'd delight ; 
Again their Country's wrongs Hhey feel : 
Again they snatch the gleaming steeU 

And wish th* avenging fight. 
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B«t lo ! where sunk in deep deipair. 
Her garment torn, her bo«om bare. 

Impatient Freedom lies ! 
Her matted tresses madly spread. 
To ev'ry sod which wraps the dead, 

She tumi her joyless eyes. 

If weak to sooth thy soften'd heart. 
These pictur'd glories nought impart 

To dry thy constant tear ; 
If yet in sorrow's distant eye. 
ExpOs'd and pale thou see'st him lie. 

, Where Greemoicb shades appear ! — 

Where'er from time thou court*st relief. 
The Muse shall still with social grief. 

With thee her vigils keep : 
Ev'n Vernon's lone sepulchral vale 
Shall learn the sad respected tale. 

Where sainted relicks sleep. 



jFROM THE ALEXANDRIA DAILY ADVERTISER* 

AJ^ ACROSTIC. 

H Ask ! how the toilsome noise of busy trade, 
A mid wan sorrow's heart-felt sighs, is lost ; 
M ark how the hero and the tender maid 

I n tesurs unite to mourn their country's boast; 
L ong has the fiend-like custom bath'd in wo 
T he Heav'n taught soul, the pure celestial eye— 
O let it now to felon despots go, 
^"^^or may in vain the peerless patriot die ! 



FROK THE ALBANT CENTINEL. 

The fell of Gen. Hamilton, with its attending circum- 
stances, is one of the most interesting events which the hu- 
man jiund can contemplate. He was perhaps the most 
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finished character hk the world ; certaitily diere is not one 
of his contemporaries, however great and celebrated, who 
unites so many and various qualifications. Of hid military 
talents there needs no other proof, than the confidence pla- 
ced in him by Washington, and the services in which he 
employed him during the revolutionary war* His wonder- 
ful intellectual resources, the extent and acuteness of his 
observaUon, the nobleness of his spirit, qualified him to 
command and to conquer. Had he been called to act on a 
military theatre commensurate with the greatness of his ge- 
nius, the splendours of his military character would have 
equalled those of the most celebrated heroes* As a States* 
man and Politician^ he stands among the first and greatest 
the world has yet seen. He was the vital principle of the 
first administration under the constitution ; and for the 
establishment of that constitution we were more indebted to 
him than to any other man. Without his Herculean efforts, 
it is probable that it would not have been adopted ; that we 
never would have experienced the benefits of that union to 
which we owe our national greatness. It is not improper 
jior extravagant praise to say, that his Federalist and his de- 
bates in our State Convention, indicate an acquaintance with 
the science of politics superior to any thing that can be found 
in any political work extant. The subject of the Federalist 
^zs peculiarhf interesting Aer^ ; hence, perhaps, it is not so 
generally known in Europe as it deserves to be. If this 
great work was better known abroad, Hamilton would 
doubdess be thought unrivalled as a political writer. In 
estimating his polidcal character, his Phocion and Camillus 
^ould not be forgotten. 

As a Civilian and a Lawyer^ his country has not his 
equal.«..nor is it probable, that Westminster^Hall can boast of 
kis superior- The wonderful analytical powers of his mind, 
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fitted him for singular excellence in his profession. What- 
ever may be aUowed to the eloquence of Mn Erskine, there 
is not at the English Bar, as £ir as we are able to describe, 
so great a man as Hamilton. 

As an Orator^ those who knew him, and who are acquaint- 
led with the performances of the most celebrated public 
speakers of ancient and modem dmes, will rank him among 
Ae most able of those who have ever exercised the arts of 
convincing and persuading. The most admired performan- 
ces of Pitt and Fox, the first public speakers in Great-Bri- 
tain, do not indicate greater extent, more richness of mind, 
or elegance of manner, than the every-day speeches of Ha- 
milton* No man possessed a more admirable power to en- 
gage and preserve the attention of his audience. Such was 
the singular propriety of his elocution, such the fascination 
of his manner, that after pouring forth the abundance of his 
thoughts for many successive hours, every ear yet heard 
him....every eye was yet fixed upon him. He generally ad<» 
dressed himself only to the understanding : yet he could ani« 
mate, and warm, and melt. In the pathetic, he was indeed 
always successful. Sometimes he would play a' litde, and 
the elegance of his pleasantry, was not the least part of his 
excellence. Those whose opportunities to hear him were 
frequent, have lost a pleasure beyond all price. There was 
something in the air and port of Hamilton, uncommonly 
majestic and sublinve. His manners and address were 
courteous and humane. He was well fitted te be a popular 
leader, and would have dignified and graced a throne. He 
was eloquent as Pericles, amiable and brave as Francis I. or 
Henry IV. and more enlightened than either. 

Perhaps no man^s death has ever occasioned so much 
affliction. When Washington died, Haipiltoh was left. 

21 
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Our country grieves for the loss of her pride, het ornament^ 
her boast, her hope, her defence. But independent of 
the public calamity, each individual is personally af&ictedy 
and feels that he is deprived of something near and dear to 
him* 

With respect to the motives, views^ and expectations of 
Mr. Burr, those who are acquainted with the characters 
and tempers of the parties, and who have atteotivdiy consi- 
dered the correspondence that preceded the fetal interview, 
can have but one opinion. This duel has occasioned a sore 
public calamity, and much private affliction. To Mr* Burr 
it has brought misery and ruin. His character now is no 
better, than it was before the death of General Hamilton 
whose blood has not washed away its stains! And all office^ 
public honours, power, and trust, are now for ever out of 
the reach of Aaron Burr I 



SAME PAPER. 

Sunday last was devoted, by the citizens of the village 
of Salem, (n* r.) to the grateful and soul-approving purpose 
of contributing their manifestation of regret, at the untime* 
ly death, and irreparable loss of our friend and first citizen^. 
Gen. Alexander Hamilton; whose courage aided to found^ 
and whose wisdom protected this wide-spreading and grow- 
ing republic. For this purpose, a very numerous and re- 
spectable portion of the inhabitants of the village attended 
at the Meeting-House, where the Rev. Alexander Proudfit 
delivered a Sermon, pertinent to the afflicting occasion, 
from this passage of Scripture : " Now Samuel was dead 
*' and all Israel had lamented him^ and buried him in Ramah, 
*^ even in his own city.^'* In which the inflexible patriotism, 
and the exemplary social virtues of the illustrious deceased, 
were exhibited in a truly impressive manner.^as was evinc- 



4cA by the 4eep gloom which overspread die oountcarifit^Geai 
.4^ the audience. 

<* £ach a^e to him its (p^teful dues shall pay:* 
" And joia with us to mourn his fun'ral da)."' 



Though so much has already appeared in the papers re- 
lative to the death of Gen. Hamilton, we cannot deny our- 
selves the pleasure of republisihing the following handsome 
paragraph from the Palladium, a democratic paper, printed 
in Frankfort, Kentucky. It is introductory to a compen- 
dious statement of the causes which led to the dreadful ca- 
tastrophe....Gaz. t7. *$*. 

** The death of Gen. Hamilton, who lately fell in a duel 
with Col. Burr, has excited more public sensibility, than 
any circumstance which has occurred since the death of 
Washington. The finer feelings of the soul, which it has 
awakened, appear to have extinguished the resentment of 
party ; and if this has been the effect upon his political op- 
ponents, how inadequate must be the power of language to 
describe the sensations so afflicting an event must produce in 
the bosoms of his friends? His transcendent talents, ac-' 
tively exerted for a number of years in favour of federal po- 
litics, pointed him out as the most distinguished leader of the 
party— ^by whom his loss is, no doubt, very sincerely deplor- 
ed. Indeed, it is irreparable." ^ 

FROM THE BOSTON CENTINEL. 

Washington's character or Hamilton. 

MddkseXy August 13, 1804. 
Mr. Russell, 

The newspapers have lately been filled with accounts of 

the sad event at New-York, and with characteristic traits 
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of the inustrious victim therein : These publicatioQS are caiU- 
culated to do much good in society. They have developed 
the character, services, and patriotism, of a citizen, whose 
fame has been assailed by every *' pmxy whipster*' that 
could guide a pen. Nor h^ even the (rave, which, in the 
magnanimous, always bars the gates of enmity, shielded the 
Patriot from the upbraidiogs of ignorance and vileness. The 
deceased is still reproached with incivism, with ambition* 
Let us examine those reproaches : — His incivism has been 
displayed in his being one of the framers of the present con- 
stitution of the United States ; and, though a bold word^ 
the MOST ABLE and indefatigable advocate for its adop- 
tion and execution. To the charge of ambition, let WASH- 
INGTON speak : lliat Washington, whom the democrats 
pretended to venerate ; and whom they dare not cease to 
eulogize in their toasts, and their rhapsodies : That Wash- 
ington whose discriminating talents were ever acknowledg- 
ed ; who was honest as independent, and independent as 
inflexible. 

Let every citizen who desires to see the truth ; let every 
one who can read, read the following extract of a letter from 
General Washington to Mr. Adams, when President of the 
United States. CIVIS. 

GENKRAL WASHIKGTOK TO PRESIDEHT 4D4MS. 

" Mount'Fernon^ Sept. 25, 1798. 

^ It is an invidious task, at all times, to draw compari- 
sons, and I shall avoid it as much as possible ; but I have 
no hesitation in declaring, that if the public is to be deprived 
of the services of Col. Hamilton in the military line^ the 
ppst he was destined to fill will not easily be supplied..«and 
that this is the sentiment of the public, I think I naty ven- 
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«ure to pronounce. Although Col. Hamilton ^as never 
aeted in the character of a general officer, yet his opportuni- 
ties, as the principal and moat confidential aid of the Com- 
mander in Chief, afforded him the means of viewing eveiy 
filing on a larger scale than those who had only divisions 
smd brigades to attend to ; who knew nothing of the cor« 
respondences of the Commander in Chief, or of the various 
orders to, or transac^ons with, the general $taff of the army* 
These advantages, and his having served with usefulness in 
tiie old Congress, in the General Convention, and having iil* 
led one of the most important departments of government 
-with acknowledged abilities and integrity, have placed him 
on high groimd ; and made him a conspicuous character in 
the United States, and even in Europe. To these, as a 
matter of no small consideration, may be added, that as a 
lucrative practice in the line of his profession is his most 
certain dependence, the inducement to relinquish it must in 
some degree be commensurate. By some he is considered 
as an ambitious man, and therefore a dangerous one. That 
.he is ambitious I shall readily grant, but it is of that laudable 
kind^ which prompts a man to excel in whatever he takes in 
hand* 

'^ He is enterprising...quick in his perceptions...and his 
jud^ent intuitively great : qualities essential to a great 
military character \ and therefore I repeat, that his loss will be 
irreparable. 

« GEORGE WASHINGTON.'^ 



,^i 



The affectionate and elegant tribute from  Jaques,* to 
the memory of Hamilton, is entitled to a much higher place 
in literary estimation, than those vulgar wailings which uso- 
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aBydcferm our Gazettes, and ^ petrify oney in a nng^ stai»» 

FROM THE PORT FOLIO. 

REFLECTIONS IN SOLITUDE. 

JAQUES ON HAMILTON. 

I IT solitude, though Romoiir's aspen toogue, 
Ma7 ring upon the ear her changing notes, 
Tet oft, like fleeting forms which Fancy calls 
To build the morning dreams which lovers know. 
They pass away, and busy Mem*ry bears 
But faint impression of the idle sounds S 
Yet oft, when Silence sleeps upon the leaves* 
Intrusive Rumour wakes me from ny dreams 
With tales so mournful, and so oft repeated. 
That e'en in solitude I may not choose 
But sorrow, and the heart, responsive still. 
Murmurs the melancholy tale to air ! 
Oh i then, to startled Fancy's sickened vision. 
The morning music of the robin dies, 
The brook's pure waters stagnate in their course, 
Apd the green foliage.of the lofty woods 
Assumes a sickly cast. Su&pLcion then 
Steals to my ear, and whispers me to shun 
The harmless peasant lurking near my haunts, 

« 

Intent on blood. Contagion too takes wing 
From crowded streets, and flying on the breeze^ 
Hiears many a sod, and rudely sculptured stone 
Within the gravely ard of the village church ! 
Rumour ! with all thy hundred busy tongues. 
Thou can 'st not tell a tale so sorrowful 

To pierce my country's heart, as that which late 
The sighs of millions breath'd upon my ear ! 
Oft may a parent, while his orphans mourn. 

Sleep with his fathers in the mouldering tomb; 
Yet kind Oblivion soon will chase the tear 
From swelling lids ; for Pleasure's gaudy beam 

pries Sorrow's source, as I have often seen 
The vernal brook escape from summer suns. 
Humanity has ceaseless cause to weep, 
For * man vjoi made to mourn** So sang the bard. 
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Whom, wh«n tlie Muses left their sacted srov«% 

To claim the mortid who had ttoi'n their lyre. 

They found on Scotia's music-gifted hills 

Warbling a song of sweetest minstrelsy-^ 

While round his plough the wondering peasants fiock^d. 

Athens her orator— her C^9ar% Rome 

Have mourned : Her noble Chatham^ Albion mourns^ 

And Sparta's honours gather round the gratve 

fieneath whose turf Leomdas was laid. 

These men were gncat, and good, and merited 

The fairest honours, and the warmest tears. 

Thou too, my country ! hast a debt to pay. 

Of which Peruvian mines were poor to rid thee ! 

No ! let thj lips dwell ceaseless on the name*.. 

Let thy warm tears bedew the yet green grave. 

And let the laurels, which thy love may plant. 

Thicken around the fame of Hamilton. 

For he was thine, and only thine, my country ! 

Thy fields attest his valour in thy cause ; 

Thy senate hung in rapture on kis lips. 

Which poured as sweet a stream of eloquence 

As Athens knew. Full many a sleepless night 

Hb thorny pillow own*d the sighs and tears 

Which heaved and streamed for thee, and thee alone J 

And in that deed, which laid his bosom bare. 

As Honour whisper'd him, he lent his ear. 

And, fancying, heard his country claim his life ! 

Spirit of Genius ! Oh ! had I that glow 

Of intellect, which late iUum'd thy sou]. 

And proved Promethean fire no fabled song : 

I then should muse, for friendship's partial ears. 

Strains not unworthy of thy brightening fame I 

Yet to thy country still that fame is dear, 

And HE, who. formed thee good as thou wert great, 

May prompt some pen to sketch each glorious deed 

That mark'd thy days. Then shall th' historic page 

Record thee as thou wert. Thy val'rous acts 

Shall lead the youthful warrior to the field, 

Who still shall copy thee, and stay his sword 

When Mercy sues. In academi<rshades, 

When youth shall dwell upon that eloquence. 

Which Greece alone had rivalledi he shaU feei 
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Ambition Kghtniog »U her glowing fites— 
His heart shall throb — ^hts leeble pulses swell— 
His bright eye kindley and, with rapid glance. 
Dart on the page devoted to thy fame ; 
And as he gazes on the envied height. 
Which thou hadst eariy reached, he yet may deem. 
It well befitting his advent'rous flight 
To seat him there. Some youthful Solon too. 
Whom fate may lead to build an empire up. 
Shall gather wisdom from thy lum'nous mind. 
Which saw its country, even at its birth, 
fast sinking to the tomb where states repose, 
Andy nobly rescuing it from Faction's grasp. 
Pointed the path to Honour and to Fame. 
The page of Hist'ry, too, with pride shall tell> 
That when the treasures of thy country lay 
Within thy easy grasp, they could not tempt 
Thy honest soul. Oh I it shall proudly say, 
' * Lo ! his grey hairs announc'd the hour of rest» 
Yet Poverty still claim*d him as her child !* 
The simple narrative, which Truth shall tell» 
Shall prove thy brightest, fairest eulogy ! 
Time, as he steals along, and ceaseless yields 
Fictitious greatness to Oblivion's tomb. 
Shall own thy fame superior to his power. 
And feel the splendour that encircles thee I 
The* foes of Virtue, Hamii,ton ! were thine. 
And thine her dearest friends ! She lessonVl thee. 
When Pleasure's syrens wanton'd in thy path. 
To fix thy steady eye on Honour's form. 
And deem the hours mispent, which found thee not 
Thy country's Mentor : and she promis'd thee 
The sweetest recompense for all thy toils. 
Which Virtue gives, and souls like thine desire s 
For know, when truth shall dissipate the gloom. 
Which faction thickened to obscure thy fame. 
That thou shalt find, wherever Honour lives, . 
Hearts warm, lips busy, and zemembrance prompt^ 
To speak of one, whose bosom knew no guile. 
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A COLLECTION, &c. 



N<*. V. 



INTERESTING LETTER. 

The following highly interesting letter from General 
l^inckney, it must be recollected, comes from a gentleman 
of the most liberal mind, a soldier of the nicest honour, and 
of tried and unquestionable bravery. This consideratioa 
ivill, we are sure, give to his sentiments on the subject of 
duelling, the greatest possible weight throughout the com- 
munity. Should the death of Hamilton be the cause of 
bringing into merited disgrace the disorganizing sentiment, 
that " a gentleman's honour is under the protection of his 
ervn arm^ and that instead of appealing to the laws, he is 
to look for vengeance to private force ; and if it shall be 
the means of scouting from our country the absurd, unjust* 
and murderous practice of taking life itself for even imagin- 
ary offences to imaginary honour—" then indeed will not 
a Hamilton have died in vain.'' 

At a Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Society of 
the Cincinnati of the State of New- York, on Wednesday, 
5th of Sept. 1804 : 

The President presented a letter received by him from 
Major General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney^ Vice-President- 
General of the Society of the Cincinnati, which was riead 
and attentively considered — ^Whereupon, resolved unani- 
mously. That this Committee highly approve the sentiments 

2 Q 
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 * 

etpredsed in tlie said letter, arid that the Secretary fordn 
with cause the same to be published. 

The Presideoit also presented a letter from Mrs. Hamil' 
ion^ which was also read-resolved unanimously, that the 
Secretary cause the same to be published. 

WM. POPHAM, Sec'ry, 



Charleston^ S. C August 18, 1804. 

SlA, 

With deep affliction, I received the account of our irrc*' 
{)arable loss by the death of our late President«<!jeneral. 
This deplorable event has been sensibly felt and lamented in 
this part of the unioUy even by those who were not person- 
ally acquainted with him, and who did not coincide with 
him in politics. By me, who have witnessed his calm intre- 
pidity and heroic valour, on tr}'ing occasions, and was ac- 
quainted with his transcendent abilities and amiable quali- 
ties, and honoured with his particular friendship^ his loss is 
most poignandy felt, and his memory will be ever most a& 
fectionately revered. 

Is there no way of abolishing, throughout the Union, this 
absurd and barbarous custom, to the observance of which 
he fell a victim ? Duelling is no criterion of bravery ; for I 
have seen cowards fight duels, and I am convinced resd 
courage ma^ often be better shown in the refusal than in 
the acceptance of a challenge* If the Society of Cincinna- 
ti were to declare th^ir abhorrence of this practice, and the 
determination of all their members to discourage it as far as 
they had influence, and on no account either to send or accept 
a challenge, it might tend to annul this odious custom, and 
would be a tribute of respect to the sentiments and memory^ 
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«f our late iQustrious Cluef* If the State Society of New^ 
York should coincide with me in opinion, I should be glad 
tp have their sentiments, how best to carry it into execu- 
fdon ; whether by submitting it to a nieeting of the General 
Society at New- York, Phil^idelphia, or Baltimore, or by 
preferring the matter at pnce to the different State Societ;ies, 
for tlieir consideration^ 

I HAVE this day received your favour of the 25th of July, 
^nd am much obliged to the State Society, and to yourself^ 
for it. With sentiments of great respect, I have the honour 
^o be, 

your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES COTFSWORTH PINCKNEy, 

V, P, G. s. a 

Col- W. S. Smit^, President of the New- York 
3tate Society of the Cincinnati, 



The following letter from Mrs. Hamilton will excite the 
sympathies of those who feel for her individual loss, and in 
it lament a great national calamity* 

JJbanyy Jxigust 11, 1804. 
Sir, 

Tq the distress of a heart so deeply afflicted as mine, 

from the irreparable loss of a most amiable and affectionate 

husband, I trust the respectable society in which you preside, 

will impute the delay of an acknowledgment for their con^ 

solatory letter, couched in terms that evince their sympathy 

eminates from the hespt* 

Although great mitigation of that affliction, with which 
I am so severely depressed, can only b^ hoped from the 
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mercies of the Divme Being, in whose dispensations it is 
the duty of his creatures humbly and devoutly to acquiesce ; 
yet, the wounded heart derives a degree of consolation from 
the tenderness with which its lot is bewailed, by the virtuous, 
the wise, and humane*— and alsqfrom that high honour and 
respect with which the memory of the dear deceased has 
. been commemorated by them, and those contemplated in 
the resolutions of the Society of tbe Cincinnati, transmitted 
by you, and for which you. Sir, will be pleased to convey 
my warmest thanks to that respectable bq^y* 

I RECIPROCATE with Sensibility your and their recommen- 
dation of me to the Divine care and protection-— May they 
4iver enjoy it, and without ^oy. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 

ypur obipdierit servant, 

E. HAMILTON, 

*  * 

To WILLIAM S. S^ITH, Esq. 



TROM THE ALBANY CENTINEL. 

i 

A BRIEF REVIEW 

or THE PUBLIC LIFE AND WRITINGS Ot 

GEJ\rERAL H.'MIL TO AC 

While the public are everywhere lamenting the untimely 
iate of this great and excellent character, and bestowing x>n 
his memory the deepest expressions of veneration and grati- 
tude, I. have found a melancholy but tender consolation in 
endeavouring to recalto memory the principal actions of his 
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iBustrious life. His efforts in the public service were disin* 
terested, unremitting, and manly ; and his views the most 
penetrating and comprehensive. It is from a review of hi$ 
political life and writings that we perceive and feel the more 
strongly, the wonderful extent, strength, and activity of his 
mind, and the ardour and purity of a heart devoted to the 
public welfare. 

General Hainulton entered the army in the beginning 
of the American war, and while he was still a youth. He 
was soon taken into General Washington's family as one of 
his aids, and with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He was 
with the Commander in Chief in that character at the battle 
of Monmouth, in June, 1778. General Washington, in one 
of his official letters to Congress at that time, says, that 
Lieutenant Col. Hamilton was/' well informed of his senti- 
ments on every point ;" and he has since declared in writing, 
that " Col. Hamilton w^ his principal and most confidential 
aid." He commanded the American detachment that car- 
ried by assault one of the enemy's redoubts at the siege of 
York-Town, in the evening of the 14th October, 1781. This 
was a small but brilliant affair, and noted at the time for the 
rapidity with which it was conducted, and the humanity 
that crowned the victors. 

The capture of Comwallis was* the last great act of the 
revolutionary war, and Col. Hamilton immediately turned 
his attention to the profession of the law. 3ut the duties of 
that profession were always with him a secondary object, 
and he immediately entered upon that course of action in 
the civil department of government, in which he was de^ 
stined by providence to act a part so eminendy useful and 
glorious. In July, 1 782, he was chosen a member of Congress 
by the Legislature of this state, and in the ensuing session 
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)»f the winter of 1/83, the proceedings of G)Dgre$s wene 
jBtamped with a new and striking character. This is visible 
to every observer, who will take the pains of perusing and 
comparing their journals. Their reports and resolution^ 
were luminous and inasterly, both for matter and style. Conr 
gress made new, vigorous, and persevering efforts, to g^ve 
the confederation all the force of which that languid constir 
tution was susceptible, by endeavouring to command re- 
sources competent to rear up and establish the prostrate cre- 
dit of the union. It would not, however, be just or deco? 
rous to impute this renewed energy, this unusual discern-; 
ment and anxiety which were conspicuous in the national 
councils, exclusively to the presence of any particular memr 
ber. But this much is certain, that Mr. Hamilton took an 
eaiiy and distinguished kadm all the prominent measiu-es of 
the session. He moved the resolution, pressing the states tQ 
comply with the mOney requisitions, *t in order to render jus^, 
ike to the public creditors; ^ and in this he early announced 
that great ruling principle of probity and policy, which he 
pursued through the whole course qf l^is political life. He 
was chairman of the committee which reported a resolution 
to provide a sinking fund tp pay the national debt, and whicl^ 
also reported the answer of Congress to the reaspns of the 
Rhode-Island Legislature for rejecting the five per cent, im- 
post* This answer (whoever niay be its author) is excellent 
for the conclusiveness of its reasoning, and the moderation 
of its temper- We find him a member of another commit- 
tee which made an interesting report o» the non-compliance 
qf the states with the requisitions of Congress, on the con* 
sequent failure of revenue, and on the necessity of vigorous 
and effectual measures to liquidate and fund the debt, and 
retrieve the credit of the nation. And he was one of the 
committee of three, which, in April 1783, reported an ad- 
dress from Congress to the several states, calling upon them 
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ty sdi the motives of duty, interest, and gratitude, to vest CotU 
gress with the power to collect a general impost, as the only 
means by which they could discharge their sacred engage- 
ments* This address is distinguished for argument the most 
forcible, and eloquence the most impressive. And indeed the 
state papers generally of this interesting session, are models of 
composition, and specimens of research, of taknts, of probity,^ 
and patriotism j which reflect the highest honour on our coun- 
try. To deny to Mr. Hamilton his full share of agency in pro- 
ducing diem, would be unjust, and I shall leave it to the good 
sense of every reader to draw their own conclusions from 
{he facts which I have stated. It ought, however, to.be re- 
collected, that a member from Virginia, and who now fills 
the department of state, and who is well known and admir- 
ed, if not for the energy, at least for the acuteness and ele- 
gance of his mind, was at this time an associated member 
with Gen. Hamilton in the business, and probably in the la^ 
bours and honours of the session^ 

But there were other proceedings in that session which 
sensed to develope Mr. Hamilton's peculiar disposition and 
character. He was chairman of the committee which intro- 
duced a resolution full of gratitude for the disinterested and 
useful services of the Barcm de Steuben ; and he was the 
mover of the resolution for disbanding the army, and which 
was expressive of the well-founded confidence of Congress 
in the good sense and order of the troops, by allowing them 
a privilege, I believe totally unheard of before, that they 
take their arms with them. He appears also at that day to. 
have entertained those sentiments which he, on a recent oc- 
casion, so eloquently enforced, respecting the full discld- 
aure and free circulation of the true character dnd conduct 
of men in public trust, for he seconded the motion, stating, 
** That it ^as of importance in every free country ^ that the 
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conduct and sentiments of those to whom the direction ofptd>U€ 
affcurs was committed^ should be publicly inoxvTiy and that in 
future the doors of Congress ought to be opened, unless 
otherwise specially ordered*" 

After the conclusion of this session of Congriess, Mr* 
Hamilton returned to the practice of his profession, and soon 
drew te himself a general attention and applause, by his ta-» 
lents and eloquence at the Bar. His mind, however, was 
still directed to the progress and tendency of public mea- 
sures. After the evacuation of New -York, the conduct of 
many of our citizens was intemperate and violent, and it 
gave currency to the pernicious doctrine, that the inhabitants 
of the southern district who had remained within the ene- 
my's lines, were not entided to the privileges of citizens, 
and that they were in fact a//>/w, subject to such penalties and 
disabilities as the legislature might, in their discretion, im- 
pose» To meet and overthrow this opinion, full of injustice 
and perfidy, and propagated under the influence of angry 
and malevolent passions, Mr. Hamilton published in the 
winter of 15^84, his two pamphlets, under the signature of 
Phocion^ and addressed to the considerate citizens of New- 
York. In these he stated, and recommended with ardour 
and with energy, the genuine obligations resulting from the 
treaty of peace ; that no portion of our fellow-citizens were 
disfranchised, but that all were entitled to the full benefit of 
equal and impartial laws ; that a perfidious evasion of the 
treaty, and measures of persecution and revenge, would 
disgrace the cause of liberty and the spirit of whigism, 
which was " generous^ humane, beneficent, and just." 
These pamphlets carried with them universal conviction, 
and put the contrary opinion and the spirit it was enkindling^ 
to disgrace and silence. The last pamphlet of Phocion is 
in a particular manner marked with that analvsis of iavestU 
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^tion \ that deep basis of inquiry and logical deduction, 
which were peculiar to its illustrious author* 

'In 1786, Mr. Hamilton was chosen a member of Assem- 
bly for the city of New*York, and the ensuing session ho 
brought forward a great measure, dictated by policy and pa« 
tiiotism, and which required his talents and firmness to 
maintain. I allude to the bill for acceding, on the part 

of this state, to the assumed independence of Vermont. We 
were then at an awful crisis in our national ai&irs, without 
a government to protect us, and just on the eve of a momen- 
tous-experiment to effect one. Vermont was in fact inde- 
pendeht, but she was not confederated ^ she was a stranger, 
and might soon become an enemy to the Union. This si* 
tuation was delicate and alarming, and increased the anxie* 
ties of this great patriot, who then declared, in a speech un- 
usdally solemn and impressive, ^^ That he was in the habit 
of viewing the situation of this country as replete with diffi- 
culties and surrounded with danger.'* The bill was opposed 
by counsel in behalf of such of our citizens as claimed lands 
within that jurisdiction. Mr. Hamilton, in a prompt and 
masterly manner, vindicated his proceeding, and showed 
that the state was under no obligation from the principles of 
^he social compact, whatever they might choose to do from 
generosity or policy, to indemnify our citizens for losses 
sustained by a violent dismemberment of a part of the body 
politic, which they had not the power to prevent or reclaim. 
This speech, and the one in favour of the cession of the five 
per cent, impost to the United States, were models of sena- 
torial argument and eloquence, which were greatly and just- 
ly admired at the time, and contributed in no small degree 
to his increasing fame and importance. In the last speech 
he took an enlarged view of the history and state of the 
Union, and undertook tf^ demonstrate that there was no 

2 ji 
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c6ii^itutional impediment to the adoption of the bill ; t^ai^ 
there was no danger to be apprehended to the public liberty 
from giving the power in question to the United States ; that 
in the views 6f reirenue the measure was indispensable, and 
ihat this country would soon be nivolv6d in misery and ruin, 
if our national affairs were left much longer to float in the 
chaos in which they were then involved* He at that time 
tnade a bold, frank, and affecting appeal to the uniform te« 
nour of his life and character. ^^ If in the public stations I 
have filled, I have acquitted myself with zeal, fidelity, and 
disinterestedness ; if in the private walk of life my cpoduct 
has been unstained by any dishonourable act, I have a right 
to the confidence of diose to whom I address niy^elf*'^ 

During 'this session of our Legislature, Mr. Hamilton 
was chosen one of the three members to represent this state in 
the General Convention at Philadelphia, and he devoted the 
summer of 1787 to a faithful discharge of that important 
trust. A revolution in our national gQvemment was now 
at hand, and no man of strength and maturity, and whose 
breast was warmed with one spark of generous sensation, but 
felt for the perilous situation of the country, and contem* 
plated with reverence the obligations dt created. Mr. Ha- 
milton was not of a nature to shrink from the crisis. He 
took a great and splendid share in the responsibilities of the 
day, and by writing, and speaking, and acting, he acquitted 
hin^self in a manner that ensured the admiration of his con- 
temporaries, and will transmit his fame to posterity. 

His particular services in the Convention are not accurate- 
ly known to the public, as the doors of that body were clos* 
ed, and their journals have never been published^ I will 
take the liberty, however, of mentioning a remark once 
made by a very respectable membgr of the Ccmyention from 
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m neighbouring state, and leave those who can correct me, t9, 
appreciate it as it may deserve. He saidy that if the Con- 
9titation did not succeed on trial, Mr. Han^ikon was less resr 
ponsible for that result than any other member, for he fully 
and frankly pointed out to the Convention what he apprer 
hended were the infirmities to which it was liable : And tha| 
if it answered the fond expectations of the public, the corn- 
muni^ would b^ more indebted to Mr* Han^ilton than to 
wy other member; for after its essential oudines wer^ 
agreed to, he laboured the most indefatigably to heal those 
infirmities, and to ^;uard against th^ evib to which tbyey 
inight expose it, 

Aft£& the publication of die Coustitution, Mr. Hamil* 
ton, in concert with Mr, Jay and Mr. Madison, commenc- 
ed the Fs(jkr€dist ; a series of Essays under the signature 
of Pvblius^ addressed to the people of this state, in favour 
of the adc^ion of the Constituti<m. These papers fir^ 
made tl^eir appearance in the daily prints early in Novem? 
Il^er, 1787, and the work ^as not concluded until a short 
^ime previous to the meeting of the State Cqnyention i^ 
June, 1786. It may be difficult to point out w^th precision 
the part that Mr. Hamilton took in the composition of thes^ 
Essays^. It is, however, well understood, that Mr. Jay 
took but a very inconsiderable sjiare in the work j that Mr^ 
M^idison took a deeper and more useful part, and that Mr^ 
Hamilton was the principal author, and wTQte s^t least three- 
fourths of the numbers.. This work is not to ise classed 
among those ephemeral productions which are calculated to 
produce a party purpose, and when that purpose is answer^ 
ed, to expire for ever. It i^ a profound and learned disqui- 
sition on the principles of a federal representative gover^^ 

• A key to the severa^l writers is in pur possession -^Edit 
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ment, and conibines equally an ardent attachment to public 
liberty, and an accurate discernment of the dangers result- 
ing from an excessive jealousy of power, in those unsound 
and unskilful institutions, under which it has perished in al* 
most every age and nation. This work will no doubt en- 
dure as long as any of the republican establishments of this 
country, on which it is such a lun^inous and elegant com- 
mentary. The first volume discusses these three interesting 
pointSM**The utility of the union....The defects of the Con- 
federation.... And the necessity of a government as energetic, 
at least, as the one proposed ; and diis I regard as the most fi- 
, nished part of the work, considering the cogent and peculiaily 
affecting manner in which these propositions are surveyed, il- 
lustrated, and enforced. The federalist was^ translated and 
published in France by Buiason^ just as that people were be-, 
ginning to rup the mad career of their revolution. It was 
spoken of in very high terms, although one of the Paris Ga- 
zettes thought some parts of it had rather an aristocratkai 
tendency. Alas ! for the cause of temperate and genuine li-j 
berty, if the leaders of that revolution had not^been vision- 
ary philosophists, prostituted infidels, and blood-thirsty de- 
magogues, the mild light of this western star might possibly 
have rescued that people from the tempestuous fury, of die 
passions ; from a constant vibration between scenes of folly, 
and scenes of horror, and conducted them to peace, liberty, 
and safety. I am happy to find that a new edition of this in- 
valuable work has lately appeared, in a very handsome style, 
from the press of Mr. Hopkins, in New- York. It ought to be 
taught in our schools, smd studied by our lawyers and states- 
men, as an elementary code of instruction and wisdom. 

Mr. Hamilton was a member of the State Convention, 
which met in the summer of 1788, and he was there active- 
ly employed for six weeks in enforcing, by his eloquent 
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sfpeeches, the principles he had previously, and so much at 
large, detailed in the Federalist. The sketch of the debates 
vrhich was published, conveyed a very inadequate idea of 
the talents and arguments employed in the mutual discus- 
sions which took place in that assembly. The speeches of 
Mr. Hamilton, which I should select as containing the best 
display of his sound and pre-eminent mind, were those in 
vindication of the constitutional stability and permanency of 
the Senate of the United States. In these he imdertook to 
demonstrate that the organization of that branch ought to be 
as strong, at least, as they found it ; and that from the na* 
ture of man and the lessons of ei^perience, it was to be seen 
that a firm, stable body in the government, was essential to * 
correct the prejudices, check the passions, and control the 
fluctuation^ of the more popular branch. 

The constitution having gone into operation, and the ex- 
ccutive departments being established, Mr. Hamilton wa« 
appointed, in the summer of 1789, to the office of Secretary 
of the Treasury. This office he held between five and six 
years ; and #hen we look back to the measures that, within 
that period, he originated, matured, and vindicated, we are 
astonished in the contemplation of the various powers of his 
vigorous and exalted mind. His reports were so many didac- 
tic dissertations, laboriously wrought and highly finished, on 
some of the most intricate and abstract subjects in political 
economy. Among those reports we designate as the most in- 
teresting, his report of January, 1790, on a provision for the 
support of the public credit ; of December, 1790, on the esta- 
blishment of a national bank ; of December, 1791, on the sub- 
ject of manufactures ; and of January, 1795, (being his last 
official act) on a plan for the further support of public credit. 
Mr. Hamilton may justly be regarded as the Founder of the 
Public Credit of this countr}% He Raised \t from the dust, 



and plsiced it on ^piind foundations. His great momif 
princifde of action in bis department, was g9od faith — yna a 
punctual performance of contracts* And that the naiiopal 
credit might be placed beyond the reach of any stroke that 
could in the least degree aumoy or alarm it, he m^ged to 
Congress the express renunciation, by law, of all right to tax 
the public funds, or to sequester at any time, or on any pre^ 
text, the proper^ of foreigner^ therein* He enabled thi» 
countr}' to know, fed, and develope its immense resources^ 
and under his administration, the finances advs^ced to a 
state of prosperity beyond all expectation, and 90 as to en- 
fi;age the attention and command th6 confidence of Europe^ 
And so far from giying cdour to the vile calumny which 
has been insinuated against him, that he patronized the 
doctrine that a public dtbt was a public bles^g^ he inc^- 
cates with great solicitude in his reports, that the progres- 
sive accumulation of debt was the i^tural disease of all go- 
vernments ; that it ought to be guarded against with provf^ 
dent foresight and infiexiUe perseverance j that it ought tq -^ 
be a fandamentat maxin> in the system of public credit, 
(and which be uniformly endeavoured to enfl|rce by prac-* 
tice) ; that the creation of debt shotdd alxvc^ be (jCQompanlect 
with the means of extinguishment ; that the observance pf thi^ 
axiom was the true secret to render public credit inimortaU 
In his last report, he recommends a provision for augment*; 
ing the sinking fund, so as to render it commensurate witt^ 
the entire debt of the United States : and he proposed tq 
secure that fund by a sanction the most inviolable, and 
which was no, less than to make the application of the fimd, 
to the obje^ct, a part of the contract with the creditor. By 
such means, and with such efforts, did he build up and esta* 
blish the important interests of the nation confided to his care : 
he has left to his successoi-s little mor^ to do than to follow 
his precepts, and to shi^e4>y the lustre of his example. 
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itis Ireport oh manufactures is a chef (Pouvreoi 'die kind^ 
and the most laboured performance that he ever gave to the 
^world* It is i)fA more distihguished for knowleHge and in- 
vestigation, thsm for having given a deep wound to the te- 
nets of the sect of the French economists^ and also to an<^ 
other system of politics which had grown fashionable among 
political philosophers. T'he system I allude td^ is to be 
met with in SmitKs Inquiry inte the Wealth ofNatmis. Thit 
report adopts the principles of the mercantile system, and 
leaves the theory of Smith as amusing and beautiful in spe« 
culation, but which, in the present state of things, is not re- 
ducible to practice. That bold, profound, and systematic 
Writer, who attacked the manufacturing and mercantile in* 
terests of Great Britain as founded upon an oppressive mono^ 
poly, lays down an entire freedom of commerce and in^ 
dustry, undiverted and unimpeded by government^ as- the 
best means of advancing nations to prosperity and great* 
ness. The secretary combats with great ability some of the 
. fundamental principles of this doctrine, and he adopts the 
mercantile system upon the basis of self-defence, and vA 
most wise, because Europe perseveres in the same system^ 

All his principal reports are remarkable for uniting depth 
of research with clearness of perception, the closest logic 
with the utmost purity and precision of expressibn ; and his 
official labours in this department, united with the honesty 
with which he conducted it, and which the most penetrating 
inquisition into all the avenues of his office could never 
question, will, perhaps, form with posterity the fairest 
monument of his fame. 

. Mr. Hamilton, in his character of Secretary of tht 
Treasury, was also one of the constitutional advisers of the 
President in relation generally to the duties of his office, and 
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I apprehend that few, if any mattets of moment, were tnin»- 
acled widiout the sanction of his counsel. The season dur- 
ing which he presided over the treasury d^partmenti w<» 
unusuaUy criticaL The French revolution progressed with a 
rapidity and violence that threatened to involve the whole 
civilized world in combustion and ruin. Not content with 
their own regeneration, the French rulers, in 1793, adcqyted 
the intolerance of the Koran, and began to propagate their 
new faith by the sword, and to carry on soi universal war^ 
either of force or of fraud, against all the unbelieving nations 
of the earth, and against all the governments under which 
they lived, as being so many monuments of tyranny and su- 
perstition. At this awful crisis, a furious war is begun 
against Great Britian, and M. Genet is sent as minister to 
the United States, charged with secret instructions (which 
be afterwards published, and on which he faithfully acted) 
to excite the Americojis^ even if their ministers should be 
timid and waverings to make a common cause with France in 
the new war she had then commenced. To meet this im. 
portant epoch, the Proclamation of Neutrality was issued by 
the President of the United States ; and to defend that great 
measure as lawful and expedient, against the prejudices and 
passions which the French minister had but too successfully 
excited, the essays of Pacijicus appeared. 

These essays were written and published by Mr. Hamil- 
ton in the summer of 1793 ; and of all his productions, none 
ever appeared at a more seasonable juncture, or were cal* 
culated to produce a more auspicious effect. Their object 
was to prove that the President had competent authority to 
issue the proclamation in question : — ^That it was only a de- 
claration of what was the existing law of the land, the neu- 
trality of our government, and that as constitutional executor 
fif the laws, it would be his duty to see that neutrality faith- 
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lully observed >-**That we were under no obligaticm frani 
existing treaties to become a party in the war : — That, con<« 
^dering the peculiar origin and nature of the warfare, the^ 
United States had valid and honourable pleas against any in* 
terfierence :-^Thatthe obligations of gratitude imposed upon 
nations liie mutual returns of good^will and benevolence^ 
but were no su$cient ground for war ; and that those obli-^ 
gations would more naturally point to the hand from whom 
antecedent favours had been received, and which, in this. 

case, was the amiable and unfortunate monarch whom the 
revolution had just swept from the throne. 

It caamot be denied that these essays were too well writ^ 
ten, and addressed themselves too powerfully to the inter* 
est and f;ood sense of the country, not to have had their itkm. 
fluence in rendering popular this important act of admini* 
stration-; and it b well known that the proclamation received 
afterwards the sanction not only of Congress, but of the 
community at large. 

In January, 1795, Mr. Hamilton resigned the office of 
Secretary of the Treasury, and once more returned to pri- 
vate life. But he stiU felt himself charged to vindicate an- 
other important measure of the government, of which he 
had no doubt been a responsible adviser -, I allude to Mr. 
Jay's negociation and treaty with Great-Britain. This trea^ 
^ had to encounter inveterate prejudices and combustible 
materials, which spread their root as far back as the revo- 
lutionary war, but which had been^ enkindled and armed 
with tenfold virulence by the pestilential breath of the French 
Revolution. Even at this late day, the temperate historian 
is admc»iished to tread lijB^htly over these ashes of party-spi- 
rit. Mr. Hamilton devoted the summer of 1795 to a de* 
fence of this treaty, in a series of Essays under the signature, 
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ttCamUus* The first twenty-two numbers were appropriirt-^ 
ed to an examination of the ten permanent articles of thi^ 
treaty, and which articles continue to this day the law of Ac 
land. The remainder of the treaty was commercial and 
tempor^,^ and ^has already expired^ The discussion of 
this latter part was not equal in interest^ and being written 
with less attention, and by different hands, was not equal in 
ability to the other. But this defence^ taken together, mu^ 
now be considered by every competent and impartial reader, 
as one of the most fuU and satisfactory iUusti^ations that per- 
haps ever was given of a complicated diplon^tatic question* 
I presume there does not exist any thing among the piles of 
European state papers, to be compared to it ; although one 
reason for this may be^ that in Europe no such precise and 
fotmal vinciKcatioa of any national treaty,, has ever beea 
deemed requisite. ^ The beneficial effects of thi& treaty, and 
which are known and felt constantly, have at last acccmiplish- 
ed what argument alone could not do— ^hey have forced an 
imiversal conviction upon the public mind> and all tbe dead 
spectres which were conjured up at the time to terrify the 
imagination, and blind the judgment, have long since dis- 
appeared before the light of experience. It i» to be observ-^ 
ed that the question was not whether the treaty wa& in all 
respects the most desirable, (for treaties^ are acts of mutual 
accommodation) but the true question was, whetJber the ti-esh 
ty did not adjust, in a Reasonable manner, the points in con- 
troversy between the two nations f and whether our interests 
did not demand, and our honour per Ait us^ to adopt it. The 
'sanction it received from our government, and the general 
approbation it has ultimately met with, overcoming in its- 
progress the stream of prejudice, and the obstacles of foreign 
intrigue and menace, have given the definitive answer to this 
question. The articles upon which Camillus more empha^^ 
tically bent and exhausted the strength and resources of his 



Yiwdy mert die 3d article, on the intercoiu*se between thf 
{Jnited St^jtes and Canada ; and the 10th article, providing 
i^ainst the coniiacation of private debts iti time of war, I 
beg leave, to recommend these tvo heads of his performance 
ms uncommoi)ly excellent. The latter is a finished treatise by 
ttaelfi and Ibrms a chapter oo the law o{ nations, equally ac- 
curate, didactic, and moral. It vindicates the treatv-stipu- 
ladoa an the ground of reason and principle, of policy and 
ejq^ediency, on the opinions of the most enlightened jurists, 
saxd the usag^ of nations* 
« 
Th£ last great occasion which called Mr* Hamilton foic* 
ward upon the theatre of public action, existed in the 'spring 
lof the year 179B* It will be recollected that France had bee^ 
long makkg piratical depredations upon our commerce ; that 
negodation and a pacific adjustment had been repeatedly 
attempted on the fsart of this country, without success ; that 
•our minister had been refused an audience ; that three mir 
iiisters extraordinary had been treated with the grossest iur 
idignity, and money demanded of the United States on term» 
the most degrading. The doors of reconciliation being thui 
barred, we had no honourable alternative left, but open and 
:^etermined resistance* ' 

^ 

And what was the power that had thus used us ? It wai 
a power the most terrible in strengdi ; die most daring ia 
project ; the noost unchecked in means* ; the most fatal to 
its victims, of any that a righteous providence had hitherto 
permitted to exist upon this globe, for the awful chastisement 
of the human race* All the States, even of the republicaa 
form, that fell within her wide^spread grasp ; the United Ne- 
therlands, Geneva, the Swiss Cantons, Genoa, and Venice, 
had already been prostrated by her arms, .or her still more 
formidable caresses* She was at that moment busy in her 
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Bch Anes of usiversdl dominatfon, and was fitting out a vast 
armament in the port^ of the Mediterranean, for bob^ dis- 
tant expedition of conquest and plunder. At thisporteimiaa 
j)eriod, Mr. Hamilton published Tftr Standi or a series of 
essays under the signature of Tttus ManBuSy with a view to 
rouse the people of this country to a sense of their impends 
ing danger, and to measures of defence, which shouhl be at 
once vigorous and manly. 

In these Essays he portrays, with the glow and colouring 
of a master-ftrtist, the conduct of revolutionizing Fnmce to- 
wards her own people and towards other nations, and he 
•hows that she had undermined the main jnllars of civilized 
society ; that sh^ betrayed a plan to disorganize the human 
mind itself, by attempting to destroy all religious opinion, 
and pervert a whole peo|^e tq adieism \ that her ruling pas- 
sions were ambition and fanaticism, and that she aimed 
equally to proselyte, subjugate, and debase every govern- 
ment without distinction, to effisct the aggrandizement of 
*thfe ** Oreat Nation !'? He then gave a detail of the accumu- 
lated injuries and insults we had receivefl from France, and 
showed that her object was to degrade, and humble our go- 
vernment, and prepare the way for revolution and conquer 
He concluded, as the result of his work, that we ought to 
suspend our treaties with France, fortify our harbours, de- 
fend our commerce on the ocean, attack their predatory 
cruisers on our coast, create a respectable navad force, and 
raise, or organize and discipline, a conaideraUe army, as an 
indispensable precaution against attempts at in\'asion, which 
might put in jeopardy our very existence as a naticxi. He 
consideivd that pnilitia alone would b»e a veiy inadequate a^d 
felkciocs reliance rgain^ veteran troops, headed by some 
enterprising chief; but that when we had made the defen- 
sive preparations he had recommended, we could ^en meet 
Iheir aggressions in the attitude 9/ calm defiance. 
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So undeoiaUe were a& diese fadta, so irresisdble wei% 
the coDcluuons which he drew finom them, that in the sum- 
mer of 1798, these measures suggested by Mr. Hamilton 
-were aU literally carried into executicm by Congress, and 
received the warm and hearty sanction of the nation* An 
honourable, proud, and manly sentiment, was then enkindled 
and pervaded the continent ; it reflected high honour on our 
nsdonal character, smd that character was transmitted' to £u- 
tope, as a means of respect and a pledge of s^curi^« 

A NEW provisional army, consisting, however, of but 
twelve regiments of infantry, and six troops of light dra- 
goons, was ordered to be immediately raised, and Mr. Ha- 
milton, upon the express and pointed solicitations of Gene- 
ral Washington, was appointed Inspector'GeneraL On the 
death of diat great man, he succeeded to the office of Canu> 
mander in Chiefs and continued in that character for a few 

months, and until Ais litde army was disbanded in the sum* 
merof 1809. 

f 
During this military avocation. Gen. Hamilton bestowed 
indefatigable efibrts to organize and discipline ihe troops; 
and he improved himself gready in the study of the science 
of war, and of the kindred sciences pf mathematics, geome- 
try, and chemistry, <^ which he was particularly fond. And 
should any crisis have arisen, in the future destinies of our 
country, in which some hero or statesman would have been 
wanted '* in resisting mischief, or effecting good,^ the eyes 
of America would no doubt have been concentrated on this 
first and forest of her sons. But alas! these dreams of 
consolation are gone ! He has &llen by 'the hands of a base 
assassin ! — Accept, venerable shade, this tribute of a friend, 
who regards- thy loss as a great national calamity, and recok 
lects thy talents and virtues with the purest respect, and the 
fondest devotion ! -^ 
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TflE Albany CenCmel of August 29^ preaoots » with jh^ 
toDom'mg affecting article : 

*^ Imcidektai. circumstances have {^-evented our noticing^ 
of late, many passing occurrences of .the day, as they de» 
jierve. One of these, and wUcch w^ consider by no means 
the least interesting, is tb^ manner in which our Supreme 
Court testified th^ir respect for i;he character of Gen. Ha- 
milton, and deep affliction for his death, at their session 19 
this cit)% which cbsed on the 18th inst. By direction of 
|be judges, the bench, the bar, including the seat& of the 
counsellors and attomies, the cleric's desk and table, and the 
3rail back of the judges seat, were hung in black during the 
ierm^. In no pbce, perfasips, could a tribute \of this kind 
have beei) o^red with a more striking effect. It is here, 
jaore thsm any where, that all who have attended court, widi 
wfantever motive, feel the deprivation of its bte peerless 
inember* It is here we recollect our first inquiries used to 
be, as if every gratification depended upon it, is Hamilton 
in town!^ and if present, his engaging address and his inteU 
)igent eye never failed tp interest us--^o raise our expecta* 
tions.^ — ^^ When he began, we were attentive— ^an harmo* 
pious voicei^^r-select expressions— ^elevated sentiment* He 
^vided his subject— we perceived hb distinctions ; nothing 
perplexed-^^nottung insipid — ^nothing languid* He unfolded 
the web of his argument«-»we were enthralled* He refuted 
she sophism— Hve were freed* He introduced a pertinent 
siarrative— Aire were interested* He modulated bis voice-^- 
we were charmed* He was jocular^<^we smiled« He pres-* 
sed serious truths^— we yielded to their force^ He address- 
ed the passion&^-the tears glided down our cheeks* And 
had he raised his voice in anger, we should have trembled 

• The same mark of respect was paid to his memory by the Mayor's 
Coort in this chy, where Mr. Clinton presides. 
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and Mashed ourselves away*'' Here, and in him, ItaVe wci 
often seen the human character raised to its *' nooii4idft 
point." Alas ! how chilling is this saUe contrast ! " . # 



Who can read, without heartfelt emotion, the subsequent 
Communication, from the same paper? 

^^ Commumcdtioru — On Sunday morning die afflicted Mrs* 
Hamilton attended ^ivine service in the Presbyterian 
Church in this city, with her three litde sons« 

" At the close of a prayer by the Rev, Mr. Nott, the 
eldest dropped on his face^ in a fainting fit. 

** Two gendemen immediately raised him, and while 
bearing him out of the church, the afflicted mother spnmg 
forward, in the agonies of grief and despair, towards her 
apparently lifeless son* 

** The heart-rending scenes she had receftdy stfuggfcd 
with, called forth all the fine-spun sensibilities of her na- 
ture....and seemed to say, that nature must, and wiD be in- 
dulged in her keenest sorrdw$....She was ovelrpowered in 
the conflict, and likewise sunk....uttering such heart-rending 
groans, and inward sighs, as would have melted into 
mingled sympathies, even Burr himself^ 

** Both of them soon recovered — and while the little son 
was supported standmg on the steps, yet speechless, the most 
afFecdng scene presented itself — a scene, could it be placed on 
canvass by the hand of a master, would be in the highest de* 
gree interesting and impressive. The mother, in this tender 
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BttuatkA, fastened herself upon the son, with her head r»» 
dining on his left shoulder — the agonies 90 strongly painted 
on her countenance--4ierl(mg flowing weeds— the majesty of 
her person — the position of both— and above all, the pecu- 
liarity of their tiying situation in the recent loss of a hus* 
band, «tkd a father— ^who could refrain from invoking oti the 
head of the guilty author of their miseries, those curses he 
so rightly merits ? The curse of living despised, and ex- 
ecrated by the voice of a whole naticm— 4he curse of being 
held up to the view of future ages — a monster, ahd an as- 



sassin." 



The following pious extract from a late Sermon, deliver- 
ed in the northern part of this state, is well calculated to 
produce the moat salutary effect. 

FROM THE LANSXNGBURGH GAZETTE. 

Extract from a Sermon on the death of General Hamil- 
ton, delivered in this village, by the Rev. Mr. Blatchford, 
on Sunday, the 22d ult. 

***** " Again*...Is not a preparation for death and eter- 
nity a part of true honour? And what if thou shouldst thj^^elf 
fall in the contest I How dreadful are the consequences ! A 
state of horror, distraction, malice, revenge, remorse : Tom 
in a moment from all the delights of life, and all the advan- 
tages of a^ume of probation for eternity. Is this the tem- 
per which becomes a dying hour i That hour we all would 
wish tranquil and serene ; undisturbed by passion, unagitat- 
ed by care : full of penitence, humility, gratitude, and sub- 
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mission that we may meditate the awful change, and resign 
with composure our parting souls into the hands of the crea* 
tor. Alas ! how different is this from that scene of frenzy 
we have been contemplating ! but how much is the interest 
of these remarks increased by the intimation of Eternity j 
Remember, O man ! that the soul which now animates thy 
frame, is destined to survive the pang of dissolution....AI- 
low me, therefore, to reason with thee a little before thou 
committest the act of madness. Pause..«.Ponder.«»« Where 
art thou? Whither art thou going? What mayest thou 
i&oon be ? Thou art about to launch into that awful ocean, 
whose domains are unbounded and unknown! Thou art 
standing upon the very brink of eternity. Eternity ! what art 
thou ? Our faculties are lost in the contemplation of thee* 
We soar ; we stretch ; but all is dark beyond ! No one is 
permitted to return and bring us tidings of thee ! Yet let us 
not be presumptuously inquisitive. A short time hence, and 
we shall explore thy vast dominions. We then shall know 
what it is to die. But O ! thou all wise disposer, forbid that 
the solemn hour should find us unprepared, much less that 
we should accelerate its approach. No : " All the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come !" Thou * 
rash adventurer ! let conscience speak. Hold thy impious 
hand.... Forbear a crime at which thy heart recoils; which 
thy reason condemns ; which Christianity has accursed ; at 
which angels weep, the devils triumph, and to punish which, 
the red flaming sword of justice is for ever unsheathed. 
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But supposing thou shouldst survive, and be the means 
•f the death of the man whose ruin thou didst predeter- 
mine : We then proceed to ask, Is it not honourable to pre« 
vent distress ; to sooth the tender heart, ready to break 
for anguish ; to heal the wounds of the widow's soul, and 
dry up the tears of the orphan ; to secure to thy country, 

2 F 



(216) 

talents which dazzle by. their lustre, and in their cxertiott 
have an irresistible and commanding influence ? Thy act 
then must be stamped with the deepest turpitude, and be 
sealed with the broadest mark of infamy* . Perhaps thine 
antagonist, whom thou hast drawn into the field, is the fa- 
ther of a numerous family, and the husband of an affection-* 
ate wife» Methinks I see ^he disconsolate widow, which 
thou hast made^ wringing her hands in anguish, and pour- 
ing out her soul in unavailing tears. Thou hast plunged a 
dagger into a heart that never offended thee. O desperate 
ruflSan ! Didst thou not reflect upon the barbarous deed « 
Was there nothing in female helplessness, widowed and alone, 
to stay thine hand I But O ! what sig^t is here... Jiere are 
seven lovely children, and one of them and infant ! Thou 
hast made them orphans, and left them to a precarious fate* 
Dost thou not hear their distressful cries I Dost thou not 
see their gushing tears I Thou hast left them unprotected, 
in a dangerous world, and rudely deprived them of the ten- 
der hand, which might have led them to virtue and to use- 
fulness. They cry in vain upon their sire. Thou hast sent 
hind to the silent tomb, and they shall see his face no more* 
But perhaps thou hast stained thine hands with the blood of 
a patriot, whos^ uncommon genius was eacerted in early life 
to save that country which gave thee birth, and which thou 
art bound to respect by the most solemn and imposing obli- 
gationsv Was there nothing in the fair character of lus ho- 
nour to restrain the "weapon of destruction I Did you not re- 
flect upon his weH^earned fame ;. or was it envy of his great- 
ness which prompted the savage deed? Did you not think 
upon a country in tears;, and in the impulse of veneration 
universally to be paid to the memory of the departed hero, 
hear the execration of thy act ?«»..But perhaps he stood high 
in professional merit, and his eloquence and his knowledge 
gave him the first place in public admiration and distinc* 



tioo ! Waa there nothing in his illustrious talents to softem 
^7 spirit and make thee distrust thy own rashness ? No, no- 
thing in this, nor in any of these, to restrain thy fur}\ 
^Thou hast accomplished the fatal purpose. Thou hast 
mocked the tears of the widow ; neglected the cries of 
the orphans ; injured thy country in the death of her mag- 
nanimous friend; and stifled eloquence and genius, in the 
destruction of their favourite son !..c,M y brethren ! this 
is not a fancied picture-— for Hamilton is slain ! He who was 
the associate of your beloved Washington ; and as he him- 
self expresses it, ^^ his principal^ and most confidenticd cad; 
tvhose acinoxvledged abilities and integrity placed him on high 
ground; and made him a conspicuous character in the United 
States, and even in Europe,^ is slain ! He is no more, of 
whom the father of your country declared, that ^^ his ambi^ 
tion was of that tangible kind, which prompts a man to excel 
in whatever he takes in hand; who was enterprising, quick in 
his perceptions, and in his judgment intuitively great^.^ Will 
you not, my brethren, deeply regret the cause of his death^ 
whilst you mourn the death itself!*' 



The following proceedings of the Cincinnati, at Charles- 
ton, will be read with uncommon interest by every good 
man, and we hope be followed by a similar measure here 
and elsewhere. 

jr02c the charleston courier. 

Mr. Editor, 

Please to insert in your paper, for the information of the 
public, the following circular letter and memorial, which 

* Vide Washington's letter to President Adams, recommending Genr 
Hamilton as second in command^ in tVie late army of the United States. 
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fikvc been agreed upon by the joint committee of the Statc-^ 
Society of Cincinnati, and of the American Revdution So- 
ciety, in pursua nee of resolutions adopted by these Socie- 



ties. 



Charkston^ S. C. September 12, 1804. 
Sir, 

Having been appointed by the South-Carolina State So- 
ciety of the Cincinnati, and the American Revolution So- 
ciety, a joints committee for draughting and circulating a 
memorial to the Legislature, praying for legislative inter- 
ference to restrain the practice of duellings we have agreed 
on the enclosed memorial, and transmit it to you, with our 
earnest request that you would use your most vigorous exer- 
tions to hare it generally signed. It is unnecessary jto di- 
late on the mischievous consequences of Duelling, to induce 
your endeavours to check a practice so dishonourable to this 
state, in which it is our boast to be governed by laws, and 
not by men. The necessity of applying to the Legislature 
on the subject, is obvious ; for it is well known, thtit the 
existing laws have never brought any Duellist to serious iiK 
conveniences, and there is well founded reason for believing 
that they never can, in consequence of the weight of prece- 
dents to the contraiy. Our only alternative, therefore, is 
to acquiesce in the practice of Duelling, or to restrain it by 
9 new law. The difficulties of framing any law, that may 
afford an adequate remedy to the evil, are great, but not in- 
surmountable. 

It is not to be supposed that our Legi^ature is less wise 
than that of several of our sister states, whose laws have 
been so operative that in several of them, duels are absolutely 
unknown. If a respectable number of the friends of good 
governmont, morality, and religion, sign the memorial we 
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have Ibrwarded,^ or any similar one, the Legislature, ever 
attentive to the wishes of their constituents, will enter se- 
riously on the business, and we doubt not of their abiUty to 
frame such regulaticms as will certainly abolish the evil. 

Independent of any law which may be passed, the senti- 
ments of the most respectable part of the community, in op- 
position to dueUmgj declared and avowed by signing the me- 
morial, will have a very beneficial effect It will tend to 
correct the public opinion, and to restrain all who wish for 
the esteem of their fellow-citizens, bom engaging in a prac- 
tice which the virtue and good sense of the community 
have so pointedly denounced. These, and many other ar- 
guments, which must^Kcur on reflection, will be sufficient 
to convince you, that in procuring signers to the memorial, 
you will do a service acceptable to God and beneficial to 
man. We have further to request you, to forward the me < 
morial to Columbia, by the first Monday in November 
next, that they may all be presented together to the Legis- 
lature on the first day of their meeting ; when we hope for 
the sublime pleasure of seeing an abhorrence of duelling 
pointedly expressed by many thousands of our most deserv- 
ing citizens. 

We are^ with great respect, 

Your most obedient servants, 
CHARLES C. PINCKNEY, JAMES KENNEDY, 
WILLIAM READ, Committee of the Cincinnati. DA- 
VID RAMSAY, HENRY W. DESAUSSURE, WIL- 
LIAM ALLEN DEAS, JAMES LOWNDES, RICH- 
ARD FURMAN, Committee of the American Revolution 
'Society. v' 

P. S. Impressed with a firm belief that many advantages 
would result from illuminating the public mind on the in- 
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consistency of the spirit and principles <tf the practice againsC 
which the memorial is levelled, with the spirit and princi-« 
pies of our holy religion, we earnestly request, as a particu-^ 
|ar favcmr, that you would, at some convenient early day, 
preach a sermon on the sin and f(Ay of DueUing. Whe9 
the public sentiment is correctly made up on this subject, die 
advocates for duelling will be stmck with their inconsisten* 
cy, in claiming for themselves the high and honourable ap» 
pellation of Christian^ In our opiuion, public previous no* 
tice of the day on which the proposed sermon will be preach* 
ed, would, in geneml, be both proper smd useful ; but^ oa 
this subject, you will judge for yourself, 

N. B* The above postscript is omitted in all letters which 
are not addressed to Clergymen* 

To^the Honourable the President and Members of the Se* 
Bate, and the Honourable the Speaker, and the other 
Metnbers of the House of RepreseiMatives of the State of 
South-Carolina* 

The Memorial of tiie Subscribers^ CUizens of the said State^ 

SHOWETH, 

THAT your memorialists are deeply impressed 
with grief at the prevalehce of the custom of duellings which, 
trampling upon all laws, human and divine, sweeps oiF ma- 
ny useful citiaens, leavkig their families a prey to soaro-w, 
and often to poverty and vice. 

That this custom originated in dark and barbarous ages, 
when a regular and impartial administration of justice was 
unknown and unpractised— but it ought not to be tolerated 
by the civilization of modem times, under a legislation which 
has provided, or may easily provide, adequate redress, for 
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.aU aerious injuries committed agaimt the life^ iibeti^y bsme^ 
er property of the citizen. 

That this custom erects a tribunal for the setdement of 
|>ersonal differences, in which, contrary to all sound princi* 
pies, a man becomes the sole judge in his own cause; 
^vhence, as might have been expected from such a code^ 
the only punishments for the lowest^ as well as highest of* 
fences, are written in blood. 

That restraining personal resentments, by giving the at- 
tribute of vengeance to the laws, was the greatest victory 
^dbtained by civilization over barbarism...»but the custom of 
4kt£lUng is too well calculated to defeat the beneficial effects 
«f that triumph, and to weaken the authority of jail laws, by 
Accustoming men to contemn their sanctions* 

That your memorialists are apprehensive from the fre- 
quency of the practice of late years, that this custom is gain* 
ing ground, and seems likely to be carried to such great 
lengths, as to degrade men to the condition of gladiators, 
and to introduce anew the reign of barbarism* 

That from the nature of the human mind, men am 
«ver ready to follow examples^ especially those set by emi- 
nent persons ; when, therefore, the body of the commimity 

• 

perceives great, and in other respects virtuous cidzens, shed- 
ding each other's blood on slight provocations, or trivial 
pretences, the fatal practice becomes generaL Thus the 
barriers between virtue and vice, innocence and guilt, ane 
broken down ; and that horror of shedding liuman bkxxl 
wantonly, which is the best safe-guard of the peace of so 
ciety, is gready diminished, or wholly destroyed, 

. That in countries where distinctions of rank are smicticA* 
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•d^ a pernicious custom may exist, and be confined to the 
higher orders of society, and be, comparatively, litde de-> 
structlve««.«but that, in our country of equal laws, rights, 
and rank, such custom, if unchecked by the laws, will ne- 
cessarily become general, and spread its destructive effects 
far and wide in the community, to the desolation of thou- 
sands of families* 

That this mortal vengeance is not resorted to merely 
in cases of grievous injuries, for which the laws may not 
have provided an adequate remedy : but in many cases of 
trivial offence, which a generous mind would willingly par- 
don, this tyrant custom is supposed to impose an obligation, 
to cfdl out to the field of blood even a companion or friend^ 
who may-have unguardedly given the provocation* 

That this absurd custom decides no right, and settles no 
point; as the religion and philosophy of modem times will 
not admit, that the Almighty Disposer of events will inter- 
pose his power on such an impious appeal to his justice ; 
which the credulitv of the Gothic nations believed, when 
this custom existed among them, in the form of judicial 
combat. It is, therefore, conceded universally, that the 
innocent and aggrieved person is as likely to be < the victim, 
as the guilty offender, and probably more so, as a mild 
and peaceable man would be less inclined to acquire or ex- 
.ert a murderous skill, the effect of which he abhors* 

That the pretence of those who would excuse this cus- 
tom, on the ground that it polishes society, and prevents 
assassination, is wholly Onfounded: as the most polished 
nations of ancient times, the Grecians and Romans; and 
the most humane and civilized nation of modem times, the 
Chinese, have enjoyed society in perfection, without the 
.adventitious aid of this pernicious and unnatural custom ; 
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wUch tbough in direet hostilitjr to the principles of christi* 
mUty^ inrevails only in Christian Europe and America. 

Your memorialists have been informed, that although the 
common law of the land declares homicide in a duel, to bm 
murder, the law has become obsolete, and a dead letter*.** 
That all the decisions in our courts of justice, have turned 
wholly on the fairness with which the duel was conducted; 
and verdicts of acquittal, or of man-slaughter, have con* 
stantly been rendered....thence arises a necessity for a clear 
and explicit expression of the legislative will, on this impor- 
tant subject, guaranteed by new and vigorous sanctions* 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pray that youx 
honourable house would be pleased to take this important 
subject into your most serious consideration ; and that you 
would, in your wisdom, provide such remedies as may,.ef* 
fectually, destroy the evil practice complained of, by regu- 
lations, wisely calculated to protect the fame and feelings of 
the innocent and insulted person ; and to punisli, rigorously, 
the bold offender who shall dare to lift his hand against his 
neighbour, and shed his blood in a duel, in violation of the 
divine law and the law of his country. 



We suspect the following affectionate tribute of the Scot« 

tish Muse, which is taken from k paper in the county of 

Washington, state of Pennsylvania, is from the well known 

pen of Mr. Bruce, whose little volume of poetry has, not 

long since, been perused by us with high admiration. 

FROM THE WESTERN TELEORAPH3B. 

General Hamilton having been a member of the St. 
Andrew's Society of the city oT New-York, the following 

2 ^ 
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I 

fctses win not be unacceptable to the members of dut Scv 
ciety throughout the union, particularly to such of them a» 
are native Scotsmen. 

The subject undoubtedly claims a much higher species- 
0f Poetry ; but there is none in which the sim[de and gen- 
uine feelings of nature can be so happily expressed a& that 
wbich I have adopted. 



ON THE 

MURDER OF HAMILTON- 

A SCOTCH BALLAD. 
9«»e— ^*' Good flight, and jcy be ws* je a' ! 

On! wo betide ye, AAronfiurr! 
May mickle curse upo' ye fa' ! 



!•» 
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Te've kiird as brave a gentleman 
As e'er liv*d in America. 

Wi' bloody mind ye ca'd htm out, 
Wi' practts'd e'e did oa him draw. 

And wi' deliberate, murderous vm. 
Ye Jcill'd the flower o' America^ 

A nobler heart, an abler head, 

Kor this, nor any nation saw ; 
He was his Country's hope and pride, 

sThe darling of Amenca. 

Wha now, like him, wi* tempered fire, 
His country's " sword «(*iil strongly draw i*^ 

And, mid tlie furious onset, spare 
The vanquished foes o' America ? 

Wha now, like him, wi' honest seal. 

Will argue hi the Senate ha'. 
And lighten wi' his genius' rays» 

The interests of America I 

Mild, mild was he, o' tenderest heart,. 

Kind and sincere without a flaw » 
A loving husband^ father, friend i 

And oh! he lov'd A4iierica. 
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Tomt>jr a murderei^s desperate arm, 
Frac midst Jiis friends and family a% 

He's fone— the first of men is gone— 
The GIoTjT of America I 

Where'er ye g^o, O ! Aaron Burr ! 

The worm ofxonscience ay wilt gnawer 
Tour haunted fancy ay will paint 

Your bloody deed in America. 

Bttt though yc flee o'er land and sea, 
And 'scape your injur*d country's law^ 

The red right hand of angry Hearen 
Will yet avenge America. 

O save ut, Heaven ! frae faction's rage? 
Our headstrong passions keep in awel 
And frae ambition's hidden arts, 

O God ! preserve America. 



The following highly finished " Sletchi" as the author 
modestly calls it, is taken from the Boston Repertoiy, the 
leading federal print of New-England. We have no hesita- 
tion in pronouncing this *' Sketch," take it together, equal, 
at least, to any thing we have on record from the pen of Ed- 
mund Burke, whose charming manner it so closely resembles i 

nor is it surpassed by the celebrated character of Chatham by 
Orattan. Yet must it be owned that it is not uniformly ex* 
cellent. We mean not to enter into criticism in detail, but9 
in our opinion, the manner in which allusion is made to 
i]rreece and Rome, is tame and beneath the rest of the 
piece. Instead of saying '^ Such a patriot, the Lest Romans 
in their best days would have admitted to cltizen&bip and the 
consulate $" and that ^^ the name of Hamilton wodd not 
have dishonoured Greece in the age of Aristides,'* would 
|t not have been much nearer the truths and more like the 
rest of the sketch, to have said, that had either Greece or 
Home ever possessed a citizen who concentrated in himself 
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•ach vast talents, such disinterested patriotism, so manjr 
private virtues, so many amiable qualities, and who had 
{h>m the purest motives, rendered his country such invalua- 
ble services as Alexander Hamilton, it would have added a 
greater lustre to the fortunate countiy who could have claim- 
ed the honour of giving birth to such a prodigy, than the 
annals of either can now boast of? The concluding sen- 
tence is, also, in our judgment, a little inconsistent with 
what has preceded, and a falling off. 

The editor of that paper thus refers his readers to this 
eminently beautiful picture—" Reader, do you wish to re- 
gale your mind, your taste, your sensibility ? Then turn to 
the first page. Are you curious to know who has furnished 
you such a repast f He whose writings have long given 
character, as they have given intelligence, to New-Eng<« 
land*.'' 

FROM THE BOSTON REPERTORT. 

The following Sketch was prepared, immediately after the 
death of the ever to be lamented Hamilton, and was 
lately read to a select company of friends, at whose de- 
sire it is published. 

There are so many persons, who, from various causes, 
possess only a superficial knowledge of the character of 
eminent men, that it is to be expected the exti^aordinaty 
marks of grief manifested by the public, on the deadi of 
General Hamilton, wiU to some appear strange, and to 
odiers excessive. America, they may say, has produced 
many great men ; some are dead, and others remain alive. 
Why then should we mourn, as if with a sense of desols^ion 
and surprise, for a loss, that by the lot of human nature^ 

f Supposed to Ibo the Honourable Fisher Ames* 
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has already become familiar, and why mourn so much, M 
if all was lost, when we have so many great men left? 

But although General Hamilton has, for some years^ 
withdrawn from public office to the bar, and has been, in 
some measure, out of the view and contemplation of his 
CO untrymen, there was nevertheless a splendour in his charac- 
ter that could not be contracted within the ordinary sphere 
•f his employments. 

It is with really great men, as with great literary works, the 
excellence of both is best tested by the extent and durable* 
ness of their impression. The public has not suddenly, but 
after an experience of five«and-twenty years, taken that 
impression of the just celebrity of Alexander Hamilton, which 
nothing but his extraordinary intrinsic merit could have 
made, and still less could have made so deep, and main- 
tained so long. In this case, it is safe and correct to judge 
by effects. We sometimes calculate the height of a moun* 
tain, by measuring the length of its shadow. 

It is not a party, for party distinctions, to the honour of 
our citizens, be it said, are confounded by the event ; it is 
a nation that weeps for its bereavement. We weep as the 
Romans did over the ashes of Germanicus. It is a thought- 
ful, foreboding sorrow, that takes possession of the hearty 
and sinks it with no counterfeited heaviness. 

It is here proper, and not invidious, to remark, that at 
the emulation excited by conducting great affairs, common*^ 
Jy trains and exhibits great talents, it is seldom the case that 
the fairest and soundest judgment of a great man's merit, is 
to be gained, exclusively, from his associates in counsel or 
action. Persons of conspicuous merit themselves are, not 
unfrequently, bad judges, and still worse witnesses on this 



(228) 

point: often rivals, somrfimes enrmiws almost alwxfi un* 
just, and still crftener envious or cold ; the opinions they 
give to the public, as well as those they privately form for 
themselves, are, of course, discdoured widi die hue of 
dieir prejudices and resentments* 

But die body of die people, who cannot feel a spirit of 
rivalship towards those whom they see elevated by nature 
and education so far above their heads, are more equitable, 
and, supposing a competent time and opportunity for in- 
formation on the subject, more inteDigent judges* Even 
party rancour, eager to maim the living, scorns to strip the 
slain. The most hostile passions are soothed or baffled by 
.the &U of their antagonist* Then, if not sooner, the very 
multitude will fairly decide on character, according to their 
experience of its impression,; and as long as virtue, not un« 
frequently for a time obscured, is ever respectable when dis- 
tinctly seen, they cannot withhold, and they will not stint 
their admiration* 

 

If then die popular estimation is ever to be taken for the 
. true one, the uncommonly profound public sorrow for the 
death of Alexander Hamilton, sufficiendy explains and vin- 
dicates itself. He had not made himself dear to the pas- 
sions of the multitude, by condescending, in defiance of his 
honour and conscience, to become their instrument* He is not 
lamented because a skilful flatterer is now mute for ever* 
It was by the practice of no art, by wearing no disguise, it 
was not by accident, nor by die levity nor profligacy of par- 
ty, but in despite of its malignant misrepresentation, it was 
by bold and inflexible adherence to truth, by loving his coun- 
try better than himself, preferring its interest to its favour, 
and serving it, when it was unwilling and unthankful, in a 
manner that no other person could, that he rose ; and the 
true popularity, the homage that is paid to virtue, followed 
him* It was tiot in the power of party or envy to puU him 
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down, but he rose, as if some force of attraction drew hist 
to the skies* He rose, and die very prejudice that could 
not reach, was at length almost ready to adore him. 

It is indeed no imagined wound that inflicts so keen an 
anguish. Since die news of his death, the novel and strange 
events of Europe have succeeded each other unregarded^ 
the nation has been enchained to its subject, and broods 
over its grief, which is more deep than eloquent ; which, 
though dumb, can make itself felt without utterance, and 
which does not merely pass, but, like an electrical shock, at 
the same instant smites and astonishes, as it passes from 
Georgia to Newhampshire. 

Th£R£ is a kind of force put upon our thoughts by this 
disaster that detains and rivets them to a closer contempla* 
tion of those resplendent virtues that are now lost, except to 
memory, and there they will dwell for ever. 

That writer would deserve the fame of a puUic benefac- 
tor, who could exhibit the character of Hamilton with the 
truth and force that all who intimately knew him conceived 
it ; his example would then take the same ascendant as his 
talents. The portrait alone, however exquisitely finished, 
could not inspire genius where it is not ; but if the world 
should again have possession of so rare a gift, it might 
awaken it where it sleeps, as by a spark from heaven's own 
altar : for, surely, if there is any thing like divinity in man, 
it is in his admiration of virtue. 

But who alive can exhibit this portrait ? If our age, on 
that supposition more fruitful than any other, had produced 
two Hamiltons, one of them might then have depicted the 
other. To delineate genius one must feel its power. Ha- 
milton, and he alone, widi all its mspiration, could have 
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transfused its whole fervid soul into the picture, and svell- 
ed its lineaments into life. The writer's mind, expanding 
with his own enthusiasm, and glowing with kindred fires, 
Vould then have stretched to the dimensions of his subject. 

Such is the infirmity of human nature, it is very difficult 
for a man, who is gready the superior of his associates, to 
preserve their friendship without abatement. Yet though 
Hamilton could not possibly conceal his superiority^, he was 
so litde inclined to display it, he was so much at ease in its 
possession, that no jealousy or envy chilled his bosom when 
his friends obtained praise : he was indeed, so entirely the 
£riend of his friends, so magnanimous, so superior, or more 
properly, so insensible to all exclusive selfishness of spirit^ 
so frank, so ardent, yet so little overbearing, so much trust- 
ed, admired, beloved, almost adored, that his power over 
their affections was entire and lasted through his life. We 
do not believe that he left any worthy man his foe who had 
ever been his friend. Men of the most elevated minds have 
not always the readiest discernment of character. Perhap* 
he was sometimes too sudden and too lavish in bestowing his 
confidence : his manly spirit, disdaining artifice, suspect* 
ed none ; but while the power of his friends over him seem* 
ed to have no limits, and really had none, in respect to those 
things which were of a nature to be yielded, no man, not 
the Roman Cato himself, was more inflexible on every point 
that touched, or only seemed to touch, integrity and honour. 
With him, it was not enough to be unsuspected ; his bosom 
would have glowed like a furnace at its own whispers of re- 
proach. Mere purity would have seemed to him bebw 
praise ; and such were his habits and such his nature, thai 
the pecuniary temptations, which many others can, only with 
great exertion and self-denial, resist, had no attractions foe 
hinu 
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He was vtty £ur from obstinate* Yet as his friends 
ausailed his opinions with, less profound- thought than he had 
devoted to them, they were seldom shaken by discussion. 
He defended them, however, with as much mildness as 
force, and evinced that, if he did not yield, it was not for 
want of gentleness or modesty. 

The tears that flow on this fo^d recital will never dry up* 
My heart, penetrated with the remembrance of the man, 
grows liquid as I write, and I could pour it out like w.ater. 
I could weep too for my country, which, mournful as it is, 
does not know the half of its loss. It deeply laments, when 
it turns its eyes back, and sees what Hamilton zc^o^; but my 
soul stiffens with despair when I think what Hamilton tuotftf 
Aao€ beeru 

His social affections, and his private virtues, are not, 
however, so properly the object of public attention, as the 
conspicuous and commanding qualities that gave him his 
fame and influence in the world.^ It is not as Apollo,, en- 
chanting the shepherds with his l3nre ; it is as Hercules, 
treacherously slain, in the midst of his unfinished labours, 
leaving the world overrun with monsters, that we m6st 
deeply deplore (um. 

His early life we pass over....Though his heroic spirit 
in the army has furnished a theme that is dear to patriot* 
ism, and will be sacred to glQr}^ 

• 

In all the different stations in which a life of active use- 
fulness has placed him, we find him not more remarkably 
distinguished by the extent, than, by tjte variety and versa- 
tility of his talents. In every place, he made it apparent, 
that no other man could have filled it so well, and, in times 

of critical importance, in, which alone he desired employ- 
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ititntj his senrices were justly deemed indispensaUe. As 
Secretary of the Treasury, his was die powerful spirit that 
presided over die Chaos-^ 



Confasion heaid hit voice, and w|ld ugnn 
Stood 



Indeed, in organising the Federal Government in 17'89, 
every man of either sense or candour will allow, the diffi- 
cult seemed greater than the first rate abilides could sur-^ 
mount. The event has showin that his abilities were greater 
than those difficulties. He surmounted them, and Wash- 
ington's administration was the most wise and beneficent^ 
the moat prosperous, smd ought to be the most popular, 
that ever was intrusted with the afiairs of a nation. Great 
as was Washington's merit, much of it in plan, much in ex* 
ecution, will of course devolve upon his minister. 

• 

As a Lawyer, his comprehensive genius reached the 
principles of his profession ; he compassed its extent, he 
fathomed its pro£Dund, perhaps even more familiaily and 
easily, than the ordinary rules of its practice. VHsh most 
men, law is a trade ; with him it was a science. 

As a Statesman, he was not more distinguished by die 
great extent of his views, than by the caution with which he 
provided against impediments, and the watchfulness of his 
care, over right and the liberty of the subject. In none of 
the many revenue bills which he framed, though Com- 
mittees reported them, is there to be found a single clause 
that savours of despotic power ; not one that the sagest 
champions of law and liberty would, on that ground, hesL 
late to approve and adopt. 

It is rare that a man who owes so much to nature de- 
scends to seqk more from industry. But he seemed to de- 



p^id on iadustrjr, as if natiire had done nothing' for hitn» 
His habits of investigation were very remarkable ; his mind 
seemed to cling to his subject, till he had exhausted it. 
Hence the uncommon supericMrity of his reasoning powers, a 
superiority that seemed to be augmented fiom every source^ 
and to be fortified by every auxiliary ;. learnings taste, wit^ 
imagination, and eloquence. These wete embellished and 
enforced by his temper and manners, by his fame and his 
virtues. It is difficult, v in the midst df such va^fous exceU 
lence, to say in what particular the effect of his greatne^ 
was most manifest. No man more promptly discerned truth, 
no man more clearly displayed it ; it was not merely made 
visible, it seemed to come bright with illumination from his 
lips« But prompt and clear as he was, fervid as Demost- 
henes, like Cicero, full of resource, he was not'^less re* 
markable for the copiousness and completeness of his argu« 
ment, that left litde for cavily and nothing for doubts 
Some men take their strongest argument as a weapon, and 
use no other. But he left nothing to be inquired for more-** 
nothing to be answered. He not only disarmed his adver*- 
saries of their pretexts and objections, but he stripped thiem 
of all excuse for having urged them : he confounded and 
subdued as well as convinced. He indemnified them, how« 
ever, by making his discussion a complete map of his sub* 
ject, so that his opponents might indeed feel ashamed of their 
mistakes, but they could not repeat them. In fact, it was 
no common effort, that could preserve a really able antago- 
nist from becoming his convert. For, the truth, which his 
researches so distinctly presented to the imderstanding of 
others, was rendered almost irresistibly commanding and 
impressive, by the love and reverence which, it was ever ap* 
parent, he profoundly cherished for it in his own. While 
patriotism glowed in his heart, wisdom blended, in h\$ 
speech, her authority with her charms. 
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Such also id the character of hb wridiq;s* Jodiciouai^ 

(Collected, they will be a public treasiire. 

9 

No man evermore disdaiined duplicity, or carried ^^tmit* 
mess further than he. This gave to his political opponent* 
some temporary advantages ; and currency to some pC^ubn^ 
prejudices, which he would have lived down, if his death 
had not prematurely dispelled them. He knew thatfactiona 
have ever in the end prevailed in free States, aud as he saw 
no security, and who living can see any adequate, against 
the destruction of that liberty which he loved, and for which 
he was ever teady to devote his life, he spoke at all times' 
according to his anxious forebodings, and his enemies inter- 
preted aU that he said according to the supposed interest of 
their party. 

But he ever extorted confidence even when he most pni- 
voked opposition. It was impossible to deny that he was a 
patriot — and such a patriot, seeking neither popularity nor 
office, without artifice, without meanness, the best Romans 
in their best days would have admitted to citizenship, and to 
the Consulate. Virtue so rare, so pure, so bold, by its very 
purity and excellence, inspired suspicion, as a prodigy. His 
enemies judged of him by themselves. So splendid and ar- 
duous were his serviceSythey could not find it in their hearts 
to believe that they were disinterested* 

Unparalleled as they were, they were nevertheless no 
otherwise requited than by the applause of all good men, and 
by his own enjoyment of the spectacle of that national prospe- 
rity and consideration, which was the effect of them. After 
facing calumny and triumphantly surmounting an unrelent- 
ing persecution, he retired from office with clean, though 
empty hands, as rich as reputation and an unblemished in- 
tegrity could make him. 
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Soils hove pbusybly, though erroneously, inferred from 
the great extent of bis abilities, that his ambition was inordi*. 
iiate. This is a mistake. Such men as have a painful con- 
sciousness diat their stations happen to be far more exalted 
Aan dieir talents, are generally the most ambitious. HamiU 
tcm, on the contrary, though he had many competitors^ had 
no rivals ; for he did not thirst for power, nor would he, as 
it was well known, descend to office. Of course he suffered 
no pain from envy when bad men rose, though he felt anx- 
iety fbr the public. He was perfecdy content and at ease in' 
private life. Of what was he ambitious ? not of wealth. 
No man held it cheaper. Was it of popularity ? That weed 
of the dunghill, he knew, when rankest, was nearest to with- 
ering. There is no doubt, that, being conscious of his pow- 
ers, he desired glory, which to most men is too inaccessible 
to be an object of desire. But feeling his own force, and 
that he was tall enough to reach the top of Pindus or of He- 
licon, he longed to deck his brow with the wreath of immor* 
tality. A vulgar ambition could as litde comprehend as sa- 
tisfy his views ; he thirsted only for that fame that virtue 
would not blush to confer, nor time to convey to die end of 
his course. 

The only ordinary distinction to which we confess he did 
aspire was military, and for that, in the event of a foreign 
war, he would have been solicitous. He undoubtedly dis- 
covered the predominance of a soldier's feelings ; and all that 
is honour, in the character of a soldier, was at home in his 
heart. His early education was in the camp ; there the first 
fervours of his genius were poured forth, and his earliest and 
most cordial friendship^ formed. There he became ena- 
moured of glory, and was admitted to its embrace. 

Those who knew him best, and especially in the army, 
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wifl befievc that if occasioa hadcalled hiin fiotth^ Ihe'ww t|lta^ 
lified beyond any man of the Migs^ todisplfff lllft tdOttE of 41 
great GeneraL 



It may be very l<«g before onr coimdy will wast 
military talents. It viU piobablj be muck longer be&ire K 
will again possess them. 

Alas ! the ^eat man, who was at all times so much die 
ornament of our country, and so exdusivelj fitted in its ex* 
tremity t6 be its champion, is withdrawn tQ a pureroadm^^ 
tranquil region* 

We are left to endless labours and unavailing regrets* 

Such honours Ilion to her hero paid. 

And peacefiil slept the mighty Heetor^thAde* 

Our Troy has lost her Hector. 

The most substantial glory of a countiy is in its virtuous ' 
great men. Its prosperity will depend on its docility to 
learn from their example. That nation is fated td ignominy 
and servitude, for which such men^have lived in vain. PoW-« 
er may be seized by a nation that is ypt barbarous, and 
wealth may be enjoyed by one that it finds, or renders sor-> 
did ; the one is the gift and the sport of accident, and the 
other is the sport of power. Both are mutable, and have 
passed away without leaving behiml them any other memo-« 
morial than ruins that ofFend taste, and traditions diat baffle 
conjecture. But the glory of Greece is imperishable, or will 
last as long as learning itself, which is its monument. It 

strikes an everlasting root, and bears perennial blossoms on 
its grave. The name of Hamiltcm would not have disho- 
noured Greece in the age of Aristides, May Heaven, the 
guardian of our liberty, grant, that our country may be 
fruitful of Hamiltons and faithful to their glory. 
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TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 
At a general meetltig of the inhabitants of Geneva, at 
PowelPs Hotel, in the evening of the 2d inst. agreeably to 
notice, for the purpose of uniting with their fellow-citizens 
at large, in expressing their unfeigned sorrow and regret, at 
the untimely dealfh of General Akxander Hamilton^ and the 
great loss this country has su3tained in the death of that in- 
valuable man — 

DANIEL W. LEWIS, Esquire, 

was called to the chair — 
IVho, in a solenm and impressive manner, opened the 
meeting ; and, in a few observations, recapitulated the 
Talents, Patriotism, and Virtues, of the deceased, when the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted* 

That this Meeting feel the most sensible grief at the 
«death of General Hamilton, and with their fellow -citizens 
throughout the union, deplore and lament the event, as a 
great national loss. 

That this Meeting are impressed with a just sense of 
the merit attached to the character of the deceased, acquir- 
ed by his distinguished and highly honourable services ren- 
dered his country as a Soldien.«.his pre-eminent display of 
talents and eloquence as a Statesn^an and Lawyer.«..and his 
exalted principles of honour and integrity, as a private Citi- 
zen, do agree, as a tribute of respect due to his memory, 
to wear a Crape on the left arm, for thirty days.«..And, as 
a forther tribute of respect, That Mr. Gordon, Mr. Weis- 
ner, and Mr. Heslop, be appointed a committee on behalf 
of this Meeting, to wait on the Rev. Mr. Chapman, and 
request the favour of him to preach a Sermon to-morrow 
afternoon adapted to the occasion ; and the inhabitants of 
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the Village are requested to meet at 4 o'clock in the afier- 
nooD, to form a solemn procession to the Meeting-Houae» ' 

Wm. H. CUYL£R, Secrekuy. 

Agreeably to t&e above arrangements, the inhabitants 
of the Village met, and formed a procession to the house 
of worship, when the Rev. Mr. Chapman delivered a Seiw 
mon on the above occasion, from Hosea, Chap* 4th, part 
of verse 3d.:»^^ -Therefore shall the land mourn.^ 
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